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Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc assumed duties as the 23 Colonel
Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
on Wednesday (22™), according to the military
traditions and customs at the Regimental
Headquarters, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers,
Panagoda.

The incoming Colonel Commandant, Major
General Lanka Amarapala, was warmly received
by the Centre Commandant SLE, Colonel F Joseph
USP, at the main entrance of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers Regimental Headquarters. Then, Major
General Lanka Amarapala was accorded a guard
turnout, followed by the laying of a wreath as a
floral tribute to the brave fallen war heroes of the
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers. In accordance with
military traditions, a colourful guard of honour
was awarded as a salute
to the incoming Colonel
Commandant.

Next, symbolizing this
significant moment, the
father of Major General
Lanka Amarapala, Captain
AH Amarapala, who joined
the first batch of sappers’
family, lit a traditional oil lamp, invoking his
blessingasa proud father and also council members
joined the lighting of oil lamp. Subsequently, the
newly appointed Colonel Commandant posed for

A—

=
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a group photograph with all Officers of the Corps.

Next, he addressed all Officers of the corps,
highlighting his scope of work and duties in the
days to come. To conclude the day's itinerary, the
Colonel Commandant had an interaction with

Officers during the reception of tea at the Officers'
Mess.

MAJOR GENERAL LANKA
AMARAPALA RWP RSP ndc psc
ASSUMES DUTIES AS THE 237°
COLONEL COMMANDANT




Director General Financial Management
and the Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers, Major General Lanka Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc pinned the new ranks on newly
promoted Senior Officers of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers on 10 July 2024.

Colonel SBRAWMRTWSB Thoradeniya
USP Lsc, Colonel Project of Field Engineer
Brigade, Colonel JACS Jagoda psc, Colonel
General Staff of Sri Lanka Army Engineer
Division, Colonel NKBS Jayasekara, Colonel
Project of Plant Engineer Brigade and Lieutenant
Colonel MAKRK Abewickramasinghe RWP RSP
psc SLE, Commanding Officer of 6 Field Engineer
Regiment pinned their respective insignias by the
Colonel Commandant, by adding warm wishes for
their future endeavours.

COLONEL COMMANDANT
] PINS INSIGNIAS ON NEWLY
~ J!PROMOTED SENIOR OFFICERS

After cordial interactions and greetings,
newly promoted Senior Officers posed for several
photographs with the Colonel Commandant by
recognizing for his warm wishes, guidance and
valuable words of inspiration.
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Major General DBL Colonne USP
and Major General TC Peiris RSP USP was
honoured with Guard Turnouts and Guard of
Honours for their promotions to the esteemed
rank of Major General on 12™ July 2024 at
the Regimental Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers.

Newly promoted Major General DBL
Colonne USP and Major General TC Peiris
RSP USP was warmly welcomed by the Centre
Commandant, Colonel F Joseph USP upon
their arrival to the Regimental Headquarters.
The ceremony unfolded with a meticulous
Guard Turnouts at the Main Entrance,
followed by a floral tribute to the Fallen War
Heroes, a gesture of respect and remembrance.
Thereafter, in accordance with military
traditions, two colourful Guard of Honours
were awarded as salutes to Major General DBL
Colonne USP and Major General TC Peiris
RSP USP at the Regimental Parade Square.

FELICITATION PARADES TO
NEWLY PROMOTED TWO STAR
GENERALS

ﬂﬂﬂﬁ ' mmnar ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ




W i

3\$\_¥\t;

11 MR

-

——

jl"
-
L)
)
Hl
,.
P
e
ot
r
7
*
F
1
i
1’

COMMEMORATING

The Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
commemorated 29" death anniversary of one
of the colossal and legendry War Heroes in
Sri Lankan Military History, Late Lieutenant
General NKB Angammana RSP USP psc on
Tuesday, 30" July 2024 at the Monument
of Regimental Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers as dusk fell and creating a poignant
atmosphere.

Amidst solemn beats of the Brass Band,
the Centre Commandant Colonel F Joseph
USP laid the floral wreath to the War Heroes
Monument and saluted to his golden memory
before the formal military honours were
presented. The Last Post was played to observe
military rituals of commemorating this gallant
war hero.

With firm determination to render his
bidding to the motherland at the critical time
of need, he enlisted to the Sri Lanka Army on

29™ DEATH
ANNIVERSARY OF LATE LIEUTENANT
GENERAL NKB ANGAMMANA RSP USP psc

11

05™ April 1965. During his eminent military
career, he had held numerous command,
instructional and staffappointments in different
capacities, whilst displaying a high degree of
professionalism and utmost commitments and
fell silent by a Land Mine Explosion on 30™ July
1995 at Valaichchenai, Batticaloa.




MAJOR GENERAL DKSK DOLAGE USP psc
ASSUMES DUTIES AS
14™ COLONEL COMMANDANT OF

THE SRI LANKA ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Major General DKSK Dolage USP
psc assumed duties as the 14" Colonel
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Medical
Corps (SLAMC) on 10 July 2024 amidst
religious rituals and military traditions.
Upon his arrival, the incoming Colonel
Commandant was warmly welcomed by the
Centre Commandant of SLAMC, followed by
a Guard Turnout.

A briefreligious ceremony was conducted
to invoke blessings for his new appointment at
the Colonel Commandant’s Office. The newly
appointed Colonel Commandant signed an
official document, symbolising the formal

12

acceptance of office at an auspicious moment
amidst pirith chanting. As a mark of his
assumption of duties, an Ironwood sapling was
planted on the camp premises.

Subsequently, the Colonel Commandant
addressed all ranks, emphasising his aims,
objectives, and intended plans for enhancing
the Regiment’s esprit de corps, quality of
medical services, training and administrative
functions, and professional career development
of Officersand Other Ranks. The day concluded
with an all-ranks tea followed by lunch at the
Officers’ Mess at Regimental Headquarters.



MAJOR GENERAL KAN RASIKA KUMARA

ndc psc ASSUMED DUTIES AS
16™ COLONEL COMMANDANT OF

THE CORPS OF ENGINEER SERVICES

0]

Major General KAN Rasika Kumara
ndc psc, the Director General Media and
Psychological Operations and the Media Spoke
Person of the Sri Lanka Army assumed duties
as the 16™ Colonel Commandant of the Corps
of Engineer Services on August 20, 2024.

The incoming Colonel Commandant
received a warm welcome from the Centre
Commandant CES, Brigadier KL Munasinghe
USP at the main entrance of the regimental
headquarters and was accorded a guard
turnout followed by the laying of a wreath as
a floral tribute to the brave fallen war heroes
of the Corps of Engineer Services. Afterwards,
a colorful guard of honour was awarded, in
accordance with military traditions.
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Amidst religious ceremonies Colonel
Commandant placed his signature on an official
document, symbolizing the formal acceptance
of his office. Subsequent to assuming duties, a
group photograph was taken with the officers
who participated the event followed by planting
a Mango sapling to mark the occasion.

After the assuming of duties, he addressed
the officers and other ranks, highlighting
his scope of work and duties in the days to
come. Subsequent to the address, Colonel
Commandant had an informal interaction
with the troops over a cup of tea. Finally, the
ceremony culminated with the formal address
to all officers.



CALL ON FOR THE NEWLY PROMOTED
SENIOR OFFICERS OF SRI LANKA ENGINEERS

BY THE COLONEL COMMANDANT

Newly promoted Senior Officers of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major General DBL Colonne
USP, Major General TC Peiris RSP USP and Colonel MDJ Wickramaarachchi USP psc ptsc, received
greetings from the Director General Financial Management and the Colonel Commandant of Corps of
Sri Lanka Engineers, Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, during a formal courtesy call
held on 15 July 2024 at the Colonel Commandant’s Office.

The Colonel Commandant extended his heartiest congratulations and best wishes for their well-
deserved promotion and for their future endeavours.

SENIOR SAPPER VETERAN CALLS ON
BY THE COLONEL COMMANDANT

Lieutenant Colonel Kalyanapriya
Wijesundara (Retired) USP SLE, one of the senior
veterans in the ‘Sappers’ Family currently settled
in Australia, visited to the Regimental Centre, to
pay courtesies to the Director General Financial
Management and the Colonel Commandant of
the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major General
Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc on Friday, 19"
July 2024 during his short stay in Sri Lanka.

During the brief interactive meeting, the
Colonel Commandant admired the retired Senior
Officer’s valuable contribution to the Army holding
varied offices and responsible appointments during
his career of 25 years and extended best wishes to
the visiting Senior Sapper Veteran by presenting a
memento after the meeting.



SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE SRI LANKA
ARMY ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION CALL ON

%;§=

The President and repetitive senior member group of Sri Lanka Army Engineers Association
called on Director General Financial Management and the Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc on Tuesday, 23" July 2024 at the
Regimental Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers. During the brief interactive meeting, the Colonel
Commandant expressed deep admiration for the retired Senior Officer's invaluable contributions to
the Army, highlighting their distinguished service across a range of key positions and responsibilities
throughout their career and extended best wishes to the visiting Senior Sapper Veteran by presenting a
memento after the meeting. m

Major General DDUK  Hettiarachchi
(Retired) RSP VSV USP ndu psc, Major General
KAA Udaya Kumara (Retired) RSP VSV USP
USAWC psc, Brigadier SJMAR Senavirathne
(Retired) RWP RSP psc and Brigadier DMGB
Elikewela (Retired) discussed objectives of the
association which lead to the best interest of the
Sapper Veterans, during the meeting.

of One Million Rupees towards the welfare projects to be executed by the Association.
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TWO STAR CEREMONIAL FAREWELLS

Major General PPA Perera Hdmc psc

Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers bid a heartfelt farewell to
Major General PPA Perera Hdmc psc with military honours and
greetings on Monday, 15" July 2024, marking the conclusion of
his distinguished military service spanning over 34 years in the
Sri Lanka Army.

The day's proceedings commenced with a Guard Turnout
and a colourful Guard of Honour at the Regimental Parade
Ground, followed by inviting the retiring Senior Officer with his
family to the office by the Director General Financial Management
and the Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers,
Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc.

Major General RMM Ranasinghe WWV RWP RSP

On o2 September 2024, at the SLE Regimental Centre
in Panagoda bid heartfelt farewell to one of its exemplary Senior
Officers, Major General RMM Ranasinghe WWYV RWP RSP of
Special Forces Regiment, who retiring from the Army after a
distinguished career of more than 35 years of service.

As his mother Regiment, the Sri Lanka Engineers greeted
in a formal Guard Turnout and bestowed with a colourful Guard
of Honour. The event was followed by inviting the retiring Senior
Officer with his family to the Office by the Commander Security
Forces (West) and the Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers, Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc.

Major General MPK Madurapperuma RSP USP psc

Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers bid a heartfelt and respectful
farewell to Major General MPK Madurapperuma RSP USP psc
with military honours and greetings on Monday, 09" September
2024, marking the conclusion of his distinguished military service
spanning over 34 years in the Sri Lanka Army.

The day's proceedings commenced with a Guard Turnout
and a vibrant Guard of Honour at the Regimental Parade Ground,
followed by inviting the retiring Senior Officer with his family
to the Office by the Commander Security Forces (West) and the
Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major
General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc.

16



OFFICIAL VISIT OF COLONEL COMMANDANT
TO THE HOME OF SAPPERS - MATTEGODA

the General Officer Commanding of Sri Lanka
Army Engineer Division. The ceremony was
unfolded with a meticulous Guard Turnout at the
main entrance followed by a Ceremonial Guard of
Honour at the parade square.

Director General Financial Management
and the Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers Major General Lanka Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc made an official visit to the
Home of Sappers, Mattegoda on 12" August 2024.

The Colonel Commandant was warmly In line with the programme, the Colonel

welcomed by Major General TC Peiris RSP USP, Cf)r%qr‘nandant. addres§ed the tr.oop s of Engineer
Division, 5 Field Engineer Regiment, 14 CBRNE

Response Regiment SLE and 16 Workshop
Regiment SLE, reflecting on the distinguished
history of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers. He
emphasized the importance of maintaining the
proud heritage of the Regiment and also provided
advices on maintaining high standard of discipline.

Prior to culminate the visit, Colonel
Commandant shared his valuable insights with
Officers and penned down a commemorative note
in the Visitors' Book.




MAJOR GENERAL LANKA AMARAPALA
RWP RSP ndc psc ASSUMES DUTIES AS
THE COM MANDER SECU_RITY FORCES (WEST)

Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc, the Colonel Commandant of the
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers assumed duties
as the 17" Commander of the Security Forces
(West) on 23 August 2024. The newly appointed
Commander Security Forces (West) was awarded
with a Guard Turnout and a Guard of Honour by
the troops of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers soon
after his arrival at the premises, in accordance
with military traditions.

After the formal military honours, Major
General Lanka Amarapala auspiciously took over
duties amidst religious observances and placed
his signature in an official document to signify
the acceptance of his new office. Thereafter, the
Commander Security Forces (West) participated
in a group photograph and planted a sapling to
mark the assumption of duties. Afterwards, the
Commander was invited for an all ranks tea.

After the formalities, a comprehensive
briefing was conducted by Staff Officers of the
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Security Forces (West). After the briefing, the
Commander had a conference with the General
Officer Commanding of Infantry Divisions which
are under command to Security Forces (West).
Subsequently, the Commander addressed troops
emphasizing the significance of discipline and its
integral role in achieving success. He shared his
vision for the command and outlined his goals,
inspiring the troops to work towards common
objectives. The programme was concluded with
the Officers’ address at the conference hall.

Deputy Commander Security Forces (West),
The General Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry
Division, the General Officer Commanding
of 57 Infantry Division, the General Officer
Commanding of 61 Infantry Division, Logistic
Commander, Council Members of Corps of
Sri Lanka Engineers, Brigadier General Staff,
Brigadier Admin & Quartering, Commanding
Officers, Staff Officers and Other Ranks of the
Security Forces Headquarters (West) participated
in the day’s ceremony.



Colonel Lucky Rajasinghe (Retired)
WWV RWP RSP USP psc, one of the senior
veterans in the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
currently settled in USA, visited to the
Regimental Centre, to pay courtesies to the
Commander Security Forces (West) and the
Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers, Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc on Monday, 23™ September 2024.

The Colonel Commandant warmly
welcomed the visiting senior veteran, who
happened to be a former Commanding Officer
of the prestigious 1 Field Engineer Regiment.
Colonel Lucky Rajasinghe (Retired), one of
the proud products of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers who retired from the Army in 1996
and has rendered a notable service to the Army
at operational, administrative and instructional
levels.

Colonel Lucky Rajasinghe (Retired) is
also a celebrated marksman who has shined
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| SENIOR SAPPER VETERAN CALLS
ON COLONEL COMMANDANT
. CORPS OF SRI LANKA ENGINEERS

the Regiment, Sri Lanka Army and the Nation
having been the National Champion in Small-
bore rifle shooting from 1979 to 2002. He served
as Captain of the Sri Lanka Sports Contingent
from 1991 to 1999 and has earned medals at the
Commonwealth, Asian, and Oceania Games.
Additionally, he was the Army Champion in both
Practical Pistol and Rifle Shooting.

During the brief interactive session,
Major General Lanka Amarapala admired the
retired Senior Officer’s valuable contribution
to the Army holding responsible appointments
during his career over 23 years and extended
best wishes to the visiting Senior Sapper Veteran
by presenting a memento after the meeting and
followed by a visit of the Regimental Centre and
the 1 Field Engineer Regiment, where Colonel
Lucky Rajasinghe (Retired) reflected on his past
memories in this esteemed Corps after laying of
a wreath as a floral tribute to the brave fallen war
heroes of the of Sri Lanka Engineers.



INSPECTION CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

The Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,
' conducted an in-depth inspection of the ongoing construction
projects at Regimental Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
on Friday, 16™ August 2024.

The inspection covered ongoing construction at
Regimental Officers’ Mess Kitchen and meticulously reviewed
to ensure that it adhered to the stipulated timelines and
quality benchmarks. He also emphasized the importance of
maintaining momentum to meet the projected completion
dates.

The Colonel Commandant acknowledged the hard
work and commitment of the work force, noting that their
l contributions were vital to the successful execution of the
project.

CORNER STONE LAID FOR NEW TWO
STOREY ACCOMMODATION BUILDING AT
REGIMENTAL WARRANT OFFICERS' AND
SERGEANTS' MESS

In a significant milestone

y for the SLE Regimental Centre,
the Commander, Security Forces
4 (West) and Colonel Commandant
of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
[.] Major General Lanka Amarapala

. RWP RSP ndc psc officially laid the
:E corner stone for the new two-storey
accommodation building at the
Regimental Warrant Officers' and
Sergeants’ Mess auspiciously amidst religious observances. The ceremony marks the beginning of an
ambitious project designed to enhance living facilities for the Senior Non-Commissioned Officers of the
Regimental Centre and 1 Field Engineer Regiment.

SR

The project reflects a broader initiative to upgrade infrastructure, ensuring that the facilities meet
the evolving accommodation requirement within the camp. The new building will not only enhance the
living standards but also foster a greater sense of community among the Senior Non-Commissioned
Officers.
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OPENING OF NEW "KIOSK SHOP" AT
1 FIELD ENGINEER REGIMENT BY

THE COLONEL COMMANDANT

The new "Kiosk Shop" established under the patronage of the Commander Security Forces (West)
and the Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers Major General Lanka Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc was declared open at the welfare complex of 1 Field Engineer Regiment on Monday;,
26™ August 2024 during a brief ceremony.

The Commander Security Forces (West) and the Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers was warmly welcomed by the Commanding Officer of 1 Field Engineer Regiment Major Gayan
Somakeerthi USP psc on his arrival. The opening of the outlet remarked by cutting a symbolic ribbon.

The Chief Guest to the event, Major General Lanka Amarapala, being the maiden customer
symbolically bought products to warm the shop. Newly opened "Kiosk Shop" expanded the welfare
facility to all ranks offering military insignias, medals, shoes, civil clothes, perfumery, bags, ornaments,
and other quality product with reasonable prices.
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INUZEURATION OF THE REGIMENTAL
OFFICERS' MESS KITCHEN COMPLEX

Inauguration of newly constructed
regimental Officers' Mess Kitchen Complex was
taken place on 1* October 2024 and the event was
graced by the Commander Security Forces (West)
and Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers, Major General Lanka Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc as the Chief Guest.

The unveiling of a commemorative plaque
by Major General Lanka Amarapala which now
stands as a symbol of the hard work and dedication
invested in the project, was a significant moment.

This inauguration is seen as a fulfilment
of a longstanding need for upgraded and more
efficient facilities to serve the Officers of the Corps

of Sri Lanka Engineers. Therefore, the need for a
modernized kitchen was of paramount importance,
and the successful refurbishment reflects the
commitment to continually improving the quality
of life for Sapper Officers.




CELEBRATING 73%° ANNIVERSARY OF

CORPS OF SRI LANKA ENGINEERS

Unparalleled Sacrifices of Fallen War Heroes Remembered

The Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
commemorated its 73" anniversary with a solemn
ceremony honoring fallen war heroes at the
Regimental Centre's War Heroes Monument on
Wednesday, 6™ November 2024. The event paid
tribute to the Sapper Soldiers who gave their
lives in the fight against terrorism for the nation.
Families of the fallen heroes, including spouses,
children, and other relatives, gathered to honor
their memory.

The ceremony commenced with the lighting of the monument lamp, symbolizing eternal
remembrance for those who made the ultimate sacrifice. A brief interfaith sermon by Buddhist, Christian,
Hindu, and Islamic clergy invoked blessings on the fallen Sapper Soldiers, setting a respectful tone for the
observance. A two-minute silence followed, allowing all present to collectively reflect on the sacrifices of
the war heroes. The solemn silence was accompanied by the stirring sounds of the traditional "Ranabera

Wadanaya".

Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc, Commander Security Forces (West)
and Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers placed the first wreath at the War
Heroes Monument, honoring their memory. This
moment, marked by gratitude, was witnessed by
a steadfast monument that stands as an immortal
testament to the nation’s war heroes. Afterwards,
Council Members, Commanding Officers,
Regimental Sergeant Majors, and family members
of the Sapper Soldiers laid floral wreaths in tribute.

As dusk approached, the ceremony closed
with the sounding of the "Last Post," a traditional
military tribute played by Army buglers, followed

.....
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by the "Reveille," symbolizing the enduring spirit
of the fallen heroes. This moving tribute concluded
the formal ceremony, leaving a profound sense of
reverence for the sacrifices made by these brave
soldiers.



Cultural, Spiritual and Religious
Ceremonies

The anniversary celebrated with a vibrant
Perahera and an all-night Pirith Chanting
Ceremony, honoring Sri Lanka's rich cultural
and spiritual heritage on the 6th of November.
The event began with a colorful Perahera, a
grand procession featuring traditional dancers,
drummers, torchbearers, and flagbearers, each
adding symbolic meaning and energy to the
gathering.

Major  General Lanka  Amarapala,
respectfully carried the sacred relic casket to
the ‘Pirith Mandapaya, following traditional
customs. The Maha Sangha was ceremoniously
escorted into the Pirith Mandapaya, and offered
the customary Deheth Wattiya (tray of betel) to
invite them to commence the overnight Pirith
Chanting Ceremony. This symbolic gesture set the
tone for invoking blessings upon the Corps on its
anniversary.

The Maha Sangha delivered an Anusasana (oration), extending blessings for the Corps, honoring
injured war heroes, and transferring merit to the fallen soldiers. The Pirith Chanting continued throughout
the night, filling the air with prayers for peace, spiritual protection, and blessings.

Alms Giving for Maha Sangha

On the following morning, the Corps
concluded religious events related its 73"
Anniversary commemorations with the offering
of ‘Heel Daana’ (alms-giving) and ‘Pirikara’ to the
Maha Sangha held at the Sappers' Mess. The Alms
Giving began at dawn, with the Corps members
gathering to offer the first meal of the day to 30
invited monks from the Maha Sangha, a deeply
respected act of merit-making in the Buddhist
tradition.

" .

Veterans who sustained injuries in battle,
as well as parents and relatives of those who
gave their lives for the nation, were also present,
adding a profound emotional dimension to the
ceremonies. Their presence highlighted a shared
respect and appreciation for the Corps’ legacy
and the sacrifices made to serve the country. They
expressed heartfelt appreciation for the series of
religious events commemorating the anniversary,
which honored the fallen and those who continue
to serve.




Glittering and Dignified Parade Added More Colours

In a display of military tradition and pride,
the Corps celebrated its 73" Anniversary with
a splendid ceremonial parade on Saturday, 9™
November 2024. The highlight of the anniversary
festivities, the parade, was held at the Regimental
Parade Square, adding grandeur and patriotic
fervor to this significant milestone. Major General
Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, Commander
Security Forces (West) and Colonel Commandant
of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.

-

e

Upon the arrival of Major General Lanka
Amarapala to the Regimental Centre Main
Entrance, warmly welcomed by Colonel Mangala
Balasuriya RSP, Overlooking Centre Commandant.
As per tradition, the Colonel Commandant was
accorded a formal Guard Turnout, embodying the
discipline and precision the Corps is renowned
for. The ceremonial reception followed with the
Colonel Commandant paying tribute to fallen
heroes, laying a wreath at the Fallen War Heroes
Monument.

The ceremonial parade followed, with
troops of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
executing a meticulously organized event,
reflective of the strength, unity, and expertise
inherent to the Corps. The ceremonial parade, the
centrepiece of the anniversary celebration, was
meticulously orchestrated and commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel MAKRK Abeywickramasinghe
RWP RSP psc SLE, consisted of 18 Officers and
167 Other Ranks. After the Colonel Commandant
reviewed the parade, elegantly-dressed troops
saluted in conformity with military traditions.

Major General Lanka Amarapala addressed
the parade, extending his appreciation to the troops
and recognizing their contributions to the Corps
and the nation. He emphasized the importance
of resilience, adaptability, and dedication as the
Corps faces the challenges of the modern world.
His speech inspired a renewed sense of purpose
and pride among the troops, reinforcing the spirit
that has sustained the Corps for decades.

The parade and accompanying ceremonies
were a powerful tribute to the Corps' proud legacy,
embodying the values of duty, honor and service.




A Celebration of Service, Unity and Tradition
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Among the various commemorations, the anniversary cake-cutting and all-ranks lunch stood out
as profound symbols of the continuous bond shared among members of this esteemed Corps, reflecting
the values that have defined this institution since its inception.

The traditional cake-cutting ceremony brought together senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks,

and civil servants in a shared moment of reflection
and pride. The cake-cutting ceremony underscored
the Corps' unity and resilience, celebrating not only
the passage of time but also the Corps' collective
commitment to its enduring principles of honour,
teamwork and comradeship. This tradition serves
asareminder of the unbroken lineage of dedication
upheld by the Corps, bridging the past with the
future.

Following the cake-cutting, the Corps
hosted an all-ranks lunch at the Regimental
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Centre. Major General Lanka Amarapala, RWP
RSP ndc psc, Commander Security Forces (West)
and Colonel Commandant of the Corps, attended
the event, adding to its significance. This inclusive
gathering allowed Officers, Other Ranks, and
Civil Servants to come together for a shared meal,
embodying the Corps' spirit of unity and respect
across all ranks. The lunch fostered an atmosphere
of fellowship, with individuals from various levels
of service mingling freely, strengthening the bonds
that hold the Corps together.



Honoring Tradition and Customs - Sapper Officers’ Mess Night

In honour of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers' 73 anniversary, the Sapper Officers'
Mess Night gathered officers for an evening rich
in tradition, comradeship, and reflection. This
distinguished event, held on November 9 at the
Regimental Officers’ Mess, showcased cherished
military customs and offered a meaningful
occasion to celebrate the Corps heritage while
strengthening unity among officers.

The evening was marked by elegance and traditions, with every aspect meticulously conducted
to honor regimental customs. Highlights included ceremonial toasts, a formal address by the Colonel
Commandant, and thoughtful reflections on the Corps’ impressive journey over the past seven decades.

Major General Lanka Amarapala delivered an inspiring anniversary address. His heartfelt message
emphasized the importance of unity and professionalism, reminding officers of their roles as leaders
and exemplars within the Corps. He encouraged them to uphold the Corps’ core values and standards,
fostering a spirit of camaraderie and mutual respect across all ranks.

To commemorate the Corps Anniversary with a Mess Night, Senior Officers and Officers from
each unit and various military establishments, along with Council Members, Senior Officers and Officers
enhancing the evening's elegance and making it a truly unforgettable occasion.

As the Corps looks toward the future, its 73* anniversary stands as a testament to the resilience,
honor, and shared purpose that have shaped its journey since inception. With unwavering dedication to
the nation and a strong sense of unity, the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers is wellprepared to face future
challenges, continuing its legacy of excellence and service.

These anniversary events highlighted the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers' dedication to its
foundational values and celebrated the enduring spirit of unity and mutual respect among its members.
This 73" anniversary commemoration not only honored past achievements but also reaffirmed the Corps'
commitment to uphold its proud heritage into the future.




TOP PERFORMER IN ADVANCE PHYSICAL

TRAINING INSTRUCTOR COURSE PRAISED

The Commander Security Forces (West) and the Colonel
Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major General Lanka
Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc praised a Sapper Officer for an exemplary
achievement from the Advance Physical Training Instructor Course.

On 2" October 2024, at the Regimental Centre of the Corps of
Sri Lanka Engineers, Second Lieutenant WMD Malindi SLE of the 9
Field Engineer Regiment was awarded with a cash prize from the
Colonel Commandant, for securing 1st place in the Order of Merit
and her exceptional performances in the Advanced Physical Training
Instructor Course No. 17 conducted at the Army Physical Training
School, Panagoda.

This initiative strengthens, morale and motivation of Officers to
strive for excellence in their respective fields, thereby enhancing the
overall operational effectiveness of the Corps.

TOP PERFORMER IN ADVANCE PHYSICAL
TRAINING INSTRUCTOR COURSE AND
INSPIRED SPORTSMEN RECOGNIZED

Under the inclusive framework of recognizing and appreciating
the outstanding performance displayed by Sappers during courses and ‘h
Sports, was praised by the Commander Security Forces (West) and
the Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major
General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc on Friday, 13" September
2024 at the Regimental Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers.

In that, Sapper Jayatissa YSK belongs to 4 (V) Engineer Regiment
secured the 1stin Order of Merit in Advance Physical Training Instructor
CourseNo.47 conducted atthe Army Physical Training School - Panagoda,
awarded with a cash prize for her excellent performances in the course.
Further, following Other Ranks were awarded with privilege cash prizes
for their representation for the nation in International level sports.

« Lance Corporal Herath HMDA of 4 (V) SLE for representing for
International Judo Championship to be held in Thailand.

o Corporal Dayananda TGTC of 11 SLE for representing of 20th
Asian Karate Championship to be held in China.

The session served as a platform to individually commend and
reward for their outstanding contributions, fostering a culture that values
excellence within the military ranks as Sappers.
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A[N][N]@A&. SAPPERIOFFICERSACRICKET
ENCOUNTER 2024: ATHRILLING DISPLAY.
OF SKILLS/AND!SPORMSMANSHIP

The Annual Sapper Officers’ Cricket
Encounter 2024, held on Tuesday, 27" August
2024 at the Sappers Cricket Ground - Mattegoda,
was a spectacular showcase of cricketing prowess.
The much-anticipated match between the Sappers
Blue team and the Sappers Red team captivated the
audience with an exciting display of skill, strategy,
and sportsmanship, reflecting the true spirit of
Sapper Officers. The Commander Security Forces
(West) and the Colonel Commandant of the Corps
of Sri Lanka Engineers, Major General Lanka
Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, graced the event as
the Chief Guest and as a key player of Sappers Blue
team.

The toss was won by the Sappers Red team,
who chose to bowl first, a decision that set the stage
for an exciting innings. The Sappers Blue team
took to the field with determination, aiming to set
a formidable target. The Sappers Blue team’s inning
was a showcase of aggressive and strategic batting.
The Blue team had posted an impressive total of
206 runs for the loss of 3 wickets after 20 overs.
The standout performance came from 76 runs by
Captain Omesh Vidyarathne SLE, 52 runs by Maj
Ruwan Herath SLE, 28 runs by Colonel Roshan
Subhasinge and 26 runs by Major General Lanka
Amarapala whose brilliant innings contributed
significantly to the total.
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Chasing a daunting target of 207 runs,
the Sappers Red team faced a challenging task.
Despite a spirited effort, they struggled against
the disciplined bowling and tight fielding of the
Sappers Blue team. The Red team’s innings saw
them falter early and often, with wickets falling
at regular intervals. Sappers Blue team’s bowlers
maintained pressure throughout, and the Red team
was eventually all out for 106 runs in 18 overs.

Major General Lanka Amarapala was
awarded as the Man of the Match for his exceptional
batting performances, bowling figures in powerplay
crucial overs and for the excellent fielding.

Captain Omesh Vidyarathne SLE was
awarded as the Best Batsman for his outstanding
batting performance and Major Thilina Pussegoda
SLE was awarded as the Best Bowler for his brilliant
bowling figures.

This year Sapper Officers' Cricket Encounter
was held in advance, in order to pay courtesy
respect to Major General Manoj Madurapperuma
RSP USP psc who is due in his retirement, and has
contributed immensely to uplift the standards of
the Sappers’ Cricket.
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KEY OFFICIALS
CORPS OF SRI LANKA ENGINEERS

Major General AHLG Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc

The Colonel Commandant
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers

Major General TC Peiris RSP USP Major General SPG Gamage RWP RSP USP
Chief Field Engineer General Officer Commanding
Sri Lanka Army Engineer Division

:5 FH W
L A

S

.. ._' f L .. p =1 ..}?- 1

Colonel HKP Karunathilaka RSP Colonel KASJ Kodlthuwakku USP ptsc
Commander Commander
Field Engineer Brigade Plan Engineer Brigade

?53\1‘"

Colonél F Joseph USP Colonel ]ACS ]agoda psc

Centre Commandant Commandant
Regimental Headquarters - SLE Sri Lanka School of Military Engineering
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COMMANDING OFFICERS
CORPS OF SRI LANKA ENGINEERS

Major Major Lieutenant Colonel
DWGID Somakeerthi RRLD Rathnayake MAKRK Abeywickramasingha

USP psc SLE USP psc SLE RWP RSP psc SLE

1 Fd Engr Regt SLE 5 Fd Engr Regt SLE 6 Fd Engr Regt SLE

Major Major Major
WMAB Warnasooriya AU Hidellaarachchi BDJ Rangajeewa
USP psc SLE RSP USP SLE USP psc SLE
7 Fd Engr Regt SLE 8 Fd Engr Regt SLE 9 Fd Engr Regt SLE

[ ]
Major Major Major
LVRCN Bandara DMRC Dunusinghe MJ Salgadu
RSP psc SLE psc SLE RSP USP SLE
10 Fd Engr Regt SLE 11 Fd Engr Regt SLE 14 CBRNE Response Regt SLE

Major Major
HWAC Chaminda HPU Dasanayake
SLE USP SLE
16 Wksp Regt SLE 4 (Vol) SLE
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FAMILIARIZATION TRAINING FOR
EOD EQUIPMENT

Ina major initiative aimed at enhancing the Sri Lanka Army's Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) capabilities, a familiarization training programme was conducted from 20 October 2024 to 28
October 2024 at the Home of Sappers, Mattegoda. The training featured the use of advanced REOD 4000
and REOD 400 EOD robots and other specialized disposal equipment donated by the People’s Republic
of China. The event highlighted the growing defense cooperation between the two nations.

Major General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, Commander of Security Forces (West) and
Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers graced the certificate awarding ceremony as
the Chief Guest. In his closing remarks, Major General Lanaka Amarapala expressed deep appreciation
to the People's Republic of China for the generous donation of EOD equipment valued at 32 million
Sri Lanka Rupees. He also commended China's commitment to supporting the operational training
of the EOD robots. Additionally, he emphasized the importance of sharing the knowledge and skills
gained during the programme with other engineers to boost the Corps' operational readiness and ensure
national security.

The closing ceremony included live demonstrations of the REOD 4000 and REOD 400 robots,
showcasing the participants’ mastery of techniques such as explosive ordnance disposal and obstacle
navigation. The event highlighted the practical skills acquired through the training, essential for
maintaining safety in complex environments.

Senior representatives from the Embassy of the People's Republic of China, including Senior
Colonel Zhou Bo, Defence Attaché, Colonel Gao Bin, Deputy Defence Attaché, and Colonel Yuan Wei,
the team leader of the EOD Robot Operational Team, participated in the ceremony. Representatives
from Beijing Jingpin Tezhuang Technology Company, the manufacturer of the donated equipment, also
expressed their satisfaction with the collaborative training efforts and acknowledged the dedication of all
involved personnel.

The training programme was carried out under the direction of Major General TC Peiris RSP USP,
Chief Field Engineer, and the then Brigadier SPG Gamage RWP RSP USP, General Officer Commanding
of Engineer Division. Colonel JACS Jagoda psc, Commandant (Overlooking) of the Sri Lanka School of
Military Engineering, supervised the training sessions closely. Throughout the programme, participants
engaged in practical, hands on training with the EOD equipment, refining their technical skills and
developing confidence in their operational use.

The training aimed to equip personnel with the expertise
needed to effectively address evolving explosive threats, fostering
a safer and more secure environment. In total, 20 Officers and 42
Other Ranks completed the programme, significantly enhancing
their capacity to manage future challenges.
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EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL
COURSE CONDUCTED FOR THE MNDF

In response to an invitation from the Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF), an Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Instructor Team from the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers depart for the Maldives
on 20 March 2024. Ahead of their journey, a formal interaction session took place at the Regimental
Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers. During this session, the Colonel Commandant and other senior
officers extended their best wishes for the successful execution of the training programme.

The training programme, spanned three months, aims to equip MNDF Officers and Soldiers with
comprehensive skills in mine handling, explosives management, and related accessories. Participants have
been trained in conducting demolitions, disposing of bombs and improvised explosive devices (IEDs),
as well as destroying arms and ammunition. The programme covered expertise in Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) and Unexploded Ordnance (UXOs), enabling students to confidently undertake various
demolition and disposal tasks as both basic and advanced EOD and IEDD handlers, with proficiency in
both technical and tactical aspects.

e

- - The Seven member team led by the then Lieutenant Colonel
JACS Jagoda psc SLE, who serves as the Head of the Training Team.
Additionally, the instructor team comprised the then Major MAKRK
Abeywickramasinghe RWP RSP psc SLE, Major MCPA Manodarage SLE,
Major BMTDR Perera SLE, the then Warrant Officer II Dharmashantha
W G I, the then Warrant Officer II Edirisinghe LEANS and the then Staff
Sergeant Malwaththage MGM.

At the end of the course, the Final Exercise ‘Island Thunder’ conducted
on three days in order to evaluate the students on practical application and
theoretical knowledge with creating realistic scenarios.

The Graduation Ceremony of EOD Level II course conducted for 27 Other
Ranks of MNDF by the instructor team of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers,
was held on 11 May 2024.

The Commander of Southern Area Command of the MNDE Colonel
Mohamed Jamshad graced the Graduation Ceremony as the Guest of
Honour and this initiative enhances military cooperation and strengthens
ties between the Maldives and Sri Lanka militaries.
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF SAPPER OFFICERS

2l

Captain HARL Hidellaarachchi SLE (0/70399) Captain SDPD Premarathne SLE (O/70672)

First in order of merit in the First in order of merit in the
Officers' Bomb and Improvised Explosive Devices Disposal Course Humanitarian Demining Management Course 1/2024 (Officers)
conducted at the Sri Lanka School of Military Engineering conducted at the Field Engineer Brigade, Boo Oya

Captain SH Rodrigo SLE (O/71511) Captain CGAP De Silva SLE (0/72316)

First in order of merit in the First in order of merit in the
CBRN Response Course 1/2024 (Officers) Field Engineer Supervisor Course
conducted at the Regimental Centre - SLE, Panagoda conducted at the Sri Lanka School of Military Engineering

Captain NRJ Thudawahewa SLE (O/72083) Second Lieutenant WMD Malindi SLE (O/72174)
First in order of merit in the First in order of merit in the
Bomb and Improvised Explosive Devices Disposal Course No 08 Advance Physical Instructor Course
conducted at the Sri Lanka School of Military Engineering conducted at the Army Physical Training School, Panagoda
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Under the guidance of Major General
Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, Commander
Security Forces (West) and Colonel Commandant
of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers, and Mrs.
Surangi Amarapala, President of the SLE Seva
Vanitha Branch, a remarkable book donation
programme was successfully organized on 12
December at the Regimental Centre, SLE. Their
shared vision aimed to enhance educational
opportunities for 123 children of soldiers and
strengthen community ties within military
families.

This commendable initiative was realized
through the generous sponsorship of Mr. Kolitha
Wickremasinghe, Managing Director of SALOTA
International (Pvt) Ltd, and his dedicated team.

The educational gift packs distributed
duringthe programmewerevaluedatapproximately
Rs. 8,250.00 each and comprised a thoughtfully
curated selection of books and educational aids.
These resources aim to empower children in their
academic journey, fostering a passion for learning
and providing essential tools to excel in their
studies. Beyond academic support, this initiative
instilled a sense of belonging and community
among the families of soldiers, reinforcing the
strong bond between the military and their loved
ones.

The event stood as a poignant reminder
of the collective power of compassion and
collaboration in uplifting those who serve the
nation. Through this meaningful gesture, the

Their unwavering support underscored a strong SLE Seva Vanitha Branch reaffirmed its ongoing

commitment to the welfare of military families
and their children. The programme was organized
as part of the anniversary celebrations of SALOTA
International (Pvt) Ltd, held on 2nd December.
Adding to their achievements,
International (Pvt) Ltd was honored with the
Best Large-Scale Entrepreneur Award 2024 in the
Western Province.
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dedication to enhancing the welfare of soldiers and
investing in the next generation of leaders.

The programme was attended by the Centre

SALOTA Commandant and staff officers of the Regimental

Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers.



Deshana" programme was
conducted with the dawning of dusk at Sri
Bodirajaramaya - Panagoda for merits to late Seva
Vanitha Presidents, late members, late Colonel

Under the guidance of Mrs. Surangi
Amarapala, the President of the Seva Vanitha
Branch of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers

and Mrs. Anupama Fernando, spouse of
the Commanding Officer - 4 (V) SLE,
a donation programme was conducted to support
Corporal Jayasinghe SHS and his family, who face

- - W
Commandants, late all Officers and Other Ranks
and as well as for the blessings to Past and Present

Seva Vanitha Members, all retired and serving
Officers and Other Ranks of the Corps.

physical challenges due to non-battle reasons.
During this initiative, a wheelchair was provided
to Corporal Jayasinghe SHS, and his daughter, who
excelled in the GCE Advanced Level Examination
with three A's in the Arts stream, was presented
with a laptop computer to aid her in pursuing
higher education.



By extending the welfare activities further,
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers Seva Vanitha Branch
and launched a donation programme for pregnant
ladies, collaboration with 14 CBRNE Response
Regiment, on 29™ June 2024 at the Regimental
Centre, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers.

The programme was conducted under
guidance of Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, the President
of Seva Vanitha Branch - Corps of Sri Lanka

Engineers, Mrs Chamila Lakmali, the spouse of
the Commanding Officer of 14 CBRNE Response
Regiment with participation of SLE Seva Vanitha
Branch members.

The programme was aimed to support
for spouses of soldiers who are pregnant and
pregnant Female Soldiers by donating of essential
daily necessities and items vital for their wellbeing
during the pregnancy period.

During monthly meeting (August) of Seva
Vanitha Branch of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers,
a Guest Lecture on "Mindfulness Programme"
conducted by Dr. Thulshara Dissanayake,
Psychological Counselor & Cognitive Behavior
Therapist at Lanka Hospital - Colombo, Asia
Hospital - Maharagama & Asiri Hospital - Kandy.
This session provided valuable insights and
included stress relief practical session for members
of Seva Vanitha Branch, Lady Officers and Lady
Soldiers of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers.




According to a concept of the President of
Seva Vanitha Branch, Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers,
Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, 5 Field Engineer
Regiment took the initiative to organize an event
to enhance physical and mental health of 28 elderly
mothers and fathers residing at the "Thusitha"
Elders Home at Maththegoda on Wednesday, 28
August 2024.

The event followed with cleaning of elders’
home, providing delicious and healthy lunch and
donating dry ration packets to the inmates in order

%num%

to maintain both physical and emotional well
being.

Also, the day’s highlights extended beyond
just providing meals and donation. The day’s
programme was colorful with a special musical
programme featuring a live calypso band. This
musical performance was carefully planned to
enhance the elders’ mental health and bring joy to
their day. The cheerful tunes and engaging rhythms
of the calypso band created a vibrant atmosphere,
helping to lift the spirits of everyone present.

During Monthly meeting (September) of steamer to the Seva Vanitha Branch’s ladies’ salon

Seva Vanitha Branch, Mrs. Lenika Balasooriya, a
member of Seva Vanitha Branch, donated a facial
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located in Rathmalana.



On Saturday, August 31, 2024, a touching
ceremony was held at the Regimental Centre of the
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers. The event, which
was organized by the Seva Vanitha Branch, marked
the donation of a laptop computer to the deserving
daughter of Corporal Sirisoma GG, who passed
away in 2013.

The donation was made possible through
the efforts of the 6 Field Engineer Regiment,
under the guidance of the Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel MAKRK Abeywickramasinghe
RWP RSP psc SLE and ceremony took place under
the patronage of Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, the
Chairperson of the SLE Seva Vanitha Branch.

The laptop donation aims to support her
academic journey and ease the financial burden
on her family. Corporal Sirisoma GG’s daughter,
currently following her higher education at the
University of Peradeniya.

g Under the guidance of the Chairperson of the Seva
Vanitha Branch of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers Mrs Surangi
Amarapala, were donated feeding bottles which was donated
to SVB - SLE by Mrs Iromi Ranasinghe, to Gynaecology and
e e Il | Obstetrics Unit of Army
- o e Hospital - Colombo on 06
: August 2024.

G
| o

8.9
% I;Ju-'.

| me

3

T S—

Further, Mrs
Iromi Ranasingeh, former
~ president of SLE Seva
Vanitha Branch, Colonel
WP Dharmapriya USP, the
- Deputy Director Army Hospital - Colombo and Captain KGRN
- Munasinghe SLAMC, Senior House Officer were participated on
this occasion.
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According to the concept of the President
of Seva Vanitha Branch, Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, 1 Field
Engineer Regiment took the initiative to organized
an educational aids donation programme on
Tuesday, 30™ July 2024 at the Regimental Centre,
Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers.

The primary objective of the programme
was to furnish essential educational aids to children
of soldiers who have more than three kids in the

family. Each gift pack encompassed a range of
educational materials including books, stationery
items and school bags, ensuring that the recipients
are equipped for academic success.

Mrs. Nadeeshani Hidellarachchi, Spouse
of the Second in Command 1 Field Engineer
Regiment, Capt (Dr) Udeshi Jayasinghe SLAMC
and Mrs. Sulochana Amarasekara who are the
members of SLE Seva Vanitha Branch participated
in the event.

Under the esteemed concept of Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, a
significant welfare project was organized to support selected troops and
civilian employees of the 7 Field Engineer Regiment. The event took place
on 12" October 2024, at the unit premises, under the guidance of Major
WMAB Warnasooriya USP psc SLE, the Commanding Officer.

The project aimed to provide essential support to the families
of those in need, reflecting the regiment's commitment to the welfare of
its personnel. During the event, generous donations of dry rations and
stationery, valued Rs. 60,000.00, were distributed to assist the families of

deserving soldiers and civilian
staff. This initiative not only
addressed immediate needs
but also fostered a sense of
community and solidarity within
the regiment.

- |




According to the concept of the President of Seva Vanitha
Branch, 9 Field Engineer Regiment took the initiative to organized
an educational aids, essential food items and financial donation
programme on Sunday, 11*" August 2024
at the 9 Field Engineer Regiment.

The primary objective of the
programme was to furnish to provide a
financial donation for medical treatments
and necessary food items to a war hero
who is undergoing medical treatment due
to battle casualty and essential educational
aids and financial support to children of
civil servant working in this unit who is
facing from economic difficulties.

Mrs Gayathri Alagoda, Spouse of the Second in Command
9 Field Engineer Regiment, participated in the event as a chief guest
to represent the President of Seva Vanitha Branch, Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers.

T'he Seva Vanitha Branch launched an essential study materials
donation programme in collaboration with the 16 Workshop Regiment
SLE. This initiative aimed to support the children of the late Corporal
Nandana AWDDN, who passed away in 2021 while participating in §
Peace Support Operations Training at IPSOTSL.

The programme was held on 27 September 2024, at the SALEBA
Convention Hall in Mattegoda, under the guidance of Mrs. Surangi
Amarapala, alongside the Commanding Officer, all Officers of the 16
Workshop Regiment SLE and Seva Vanitha Branch members.

This donation programme was a powerful reminder of the
importance of supporting the families of fallen war heroes. By providing *
educational materials, the community ensures that Corporal Nandana’s |
legacy lives on through his children, fostering hope for their future.
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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

OF IMPLEMENTATION A GEOSPATIAL
ENGINEER REGIMENT IN SRI LANKA ARMY

Geospatial Engineering: A Critical
Capability for the Modern Sri Lanka
Army

The research paper explores the
necessity of incorporating a Geospatial
Engineer Regiment (GER) into the Sri
Lanka Army (SLA), analyzing the chal-
lenges and opportunities that such an in-
itiative presents. It underscores the vital
role of geospatial engineering in contem-
porary military operations, contrasting
the SLA's current reliance on outdated
terrain analysis methods with the ad-
vancements observed in other profes-
sional armies.

The study draws upon a comprehensive analysis of existing literature, expert interviews, and a
questionnaire disseminated among 63 respondents, predominantly SLA officers. It identifies a clear con-
sensus on the need for a GER within the SLA, highlighting the significant benefits it would bring to the
army's modernization efforts, operational readiness, and overall combat effectiveness.

One of the most compelling arguments for establishing a GER is the transformative impact it
would have on military decision-making. Currently, the SLA depends on traditional 1:50,000 scale
maps for terrain analysis, a stark contrast to the sophisticated 3D geospatial products being developed
by armies like the US Army. A GER would equip the SLA with the capability to capture, store, analyze,
and present geospatial data in real-time, enabling more informed and accurate decisions across all levels
of command. This enhanced situational awareness would prove invaluable in a range of scenarios, from
battlefield management and adversary monitoring to disaster relief operations and nation-building tasks.

Beyond improving internal processes, a GER would also open up valuable opportunities for
the SLA on the international stage. Trained geospatial personnel could participate in UN peacekeeping
missions, providing technical expertise and generating revenue for the country. The expertise gained
from such deployments would further enhance the SLA's capabilities and interoperability with other
forces.

Despite the acknowledged advantages, the study acknowledges significant hurdles in establishing
a GER, primarily stemming from financial constraints, lack of awareness, and organizational inertia.
The initial investment required for hardware, software, and access to real-time data poses a substantial
challenge, particularly in light of Sri Lanka's current economic situation.

Furthermore, a lack of understanding regarding the potential of geospatial engineering among
senior decision-makers has hampered progress. This knowledge gap is attributed to a generational divide
and the relatively recent emergence of geospatial technology. Finally, organizational inertia within the
SLA has created resistance to change, slowing down the adoption of new concepts and technologies.
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To overcome these challenges, the research proposes a pragmatic and phased implementation
approach, advocating for the creation of a prototype GER as a starting point. This strategy offers several
advantages, including lower initial costs, greater flexibility, and the ability to adapt to unforeseen circum-
stances during the operationalization process. Starting with a smaller unit, such as a squadron, would
allow the SLA to demonstrate the value of geospatial engineering and gradually build support for a larg-
er-scale implementation.

In parallel, it is crucial to address the lack of awareness through targeted education and training
initiatives. Incorporating geospatial engineering into the curricula of officer training academies and re-
cruit training programmes would foster a new generation of officers and soldiers familiar with these con-
cepts. Additionally, conducting awareness programmes and on-the-job training for existing personnel
would help bridge the knowledge gap and garner support for the GER within the SLA.

The study also emphasizes the importance of collaboration in mitigating financial constraints and
accessing specialized technology. Partnerships with friendly foreign nations possessing established GERs
could provide valuable training opportunities and technology transfer. Similarly, collaborations with ge-
ospatial companies could offer access to software licenses, training, and expertise at potentially reduced
costs.

DIGITAL
TERRAIN MODEL

By leveraging these strategies, the SLA can overcome the identified challenges and successfully
establish a GER, reaping the numerous benefits it offers. The prototype model provides a practical and
adaptable approach, minimizing financial risks while simultaneously demonstrating the value of geospa-
tial engineering. A concerted effort to educate and train personnel, coupled with strategic collaborations,
will further pave the way for the seamless integration of a GER into the SLA.

Ultimately, embracing geospatial engineering is not just about keeping pace with technological
advancements; it is about equipping the SLA to effectively address the evolving security challenges of
the 21st century. A robust geospatial capability would transform the SLA into a more modern, agile, and
responsive force, capable of safeguarding national interests and contributing to regional and global secu-
rity.

Summary of the Best Thesis - "Golden Pen" Award, DSCSC No. 16

"Major HAMP Kumara psc SLE was honoured with the prestigious "Golden Pen"award for his outstanding
thesis in the DSCSC No. 16 at the Defence Services Command and Staff College, Sri Lanka."
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