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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE, the Voice of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment
is now firmly established. It has reaghed maturity. This is the seventh issue.

TPHIE WIHITE HIACIKILIE
SRI LANKA g
LIGHT INFANTRY MAGAZINE

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts.
Everyone has his contribution to make, and every contribution is most
welcome. What is valued is our making the attempt, then we can surely do
our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and
fears through "The White Hackle" the journal of the oldest and proudest
Regiment of them all' If you have much to say about your Battalion's
experience go ahead and write in to the "WHITE HACKLE'. We are willing
to accept and use what is of a standard, like sketches, stories and poems,

Regimental Commander,
Brigadier SHS Kottegoda, RWP, RSP

Oftg. Centre Commandant :
Lieut. Col. WMR Wijesundara,
RSP, PSC

TThe White c#:lcgﬁ : Staﬂ:‘

Editor-in

Chief - Lieut, Col WMR Wijesundara, RSP,
rsC

Associate

Editor - Major K] Jayaweera .
Major IGRG Bogodawatte
Capt DM Wijeratne

Honorary

Consultants - Maj. Gen, HV Athukorale VSV, psc-
FBIM (Rtd) (Reg force)
Brigadier AER Abeysinghe KSV (Rtd)
(vol force)

Publisher - Regimental Centre

Sri Lanka Light Infantry.

',jﬁz rm;ifz d’)‘ucfrﬁ. - is published
quarterly under the Supervision of the
Regimental Commander to provide the
‘Regiment with information on people,
policies, Operations, technical
develupments, views, opinions and
ideas about the SriLanka LightInfantry.
@ Manuscripts of interest to the
Regiment are invited. @ Direct
Communicationisauthorized to Editor,
or Asst Editor The White Hackle,
Regimental Centre, Army Cantonment
Panagoda, Homagama, Phone 855204
or 437073 - 4 Extn 4340 or 4341. ¢
Individual paid subscriptions are
available through the Regimental
Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light Infantry. ¢
Publication of this periodical is
authorized by the Dte of PA, Army HQ
CBO by letter No. A/275/27 of 16 Mar
'94 @ Use of Funds for printing this
publication has been approved by the

Regimental Commander on 30th Aug

1993 at the Regimental Conferance held
at Welioya.

)

whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

Our Motto is "Ich Dien", I Serve"/ Let "WHITE HACKLE" be a way to
serve each other, our regiment and our country with our banner flying high

as it always will.

Wishing you all a happy New Year '96 and Compliments of the Season.

Editor in Chief
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THEWHITEHACKLE is for Members
of the SLLI, their Families, Ex-Servicemen
of SLLIand as a whole for the entire Army.
[twillbe extended even toall Sri Lankans.

We invite readers' views, Under 150
words - a post card will do - and include
your name, rank and address. We'll
withhold your name if you so desire and
may condense your views because of space.
We can't publish or answer every one, but
we'll use representative views, Send your
letters to:

Feedback,
The White Hackle,
RHQ SLLI, Army Cantonment,
Panagoda, Homagama
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MY ENDLESS NIGHT

The pal-pink fungi is still massed in
the lagoon, spread over the bitter-salt
waters like a rose-coloured tapestry, But
those flowers should by dyed blood-
red. Red with my blood!

Why is the breeze so gentle still and
not gale-strong, wild, rending apart the
dark and turgid water heavy with
human slime?

Why-shy is the sea not incarnadine,
the lagoon not crimson-crimson with y
blood shed there? Thatnight thathaunts
my forever? The sky above me: so pure,
transparent like thin sheet of ice, when
it should be shot through with the
indelible stain of my blood. My blood
that leaped upwards in fiery jets that
night, disfiguring the pale purity of the
sky. My blood is red!

And where-whereis the promontory,
as ancient as time, that rose from the sea
and rode high above the flat salt-plain,
so perilously but proudly posied there
for centuries upon centuries of my
endless incarnations, climaxing in that
night that will never end.

Where is the promonotory on which
I would stand and gaze across the
enormity of the bay. Stretching far, far
outand touching the thinline of curving
sky? I would stand there and try to trap
my wayward thoughts into a pattern
my mind could grasp. Into words that
always eluded me and no-one
understood. Not even Cousin-Brother
who would come and stand beside me
and boisterously demand | join him for
a run on the beach, a swim in the bay, a
ball game, or help him write a letter to
the girl he loved. After every leave a
different girl, but, Younger Brother, he
would say, that's whatissoexhilarating,.
No point in musing, standing here and
looking into the sea. It has no answers
for us.

I was standing on the promontroy
when the bullet
shoulder that night and my red blood
spurted. Then | was ablaze: aflame with
pain and a sound like a drumbeat was

4

ripped thrugh my’

(In memory of Corporal Sisira , 45L1I)
- by
Maureen Seneviratne

throbbing in my ears. It might have
been a drum orchestra; The night was
suddenly outraged with sound. The
whine of bullets. The roar and rattle of
guns. The screams of men in mortal
agony. Dying alone, in torment.

Now there is silence every-where.
Not a sound now, except the sea-waves
breaking onthe shore. That nightl stood
and listened they were heavy with their
load of unendurable pain. But now?
Blue waves, serene white-capped, not
leaping forward, flushed ruby-red. The
red of my blood.

Ah, but the earth, the new-turned
earthof the flattened promontory is red.
Red! The tint of raw and ruptured flesh
exposed obscenely to theelements. Asit
was that night when I was her eyes like
two red stars in the darkness, looking
into mine. 1 could smell the putrid,
unwashed female smell of her. In that
instant my arm shot out to grasp the
dripping red knife she held to my throat
toslititand withablinding forcel thrust
it back into hers, twisting remorselessly
inside the flesh, throught the sinews till
she fell, fell by my side, our feet slipping
in ur blood, as still, like crazed animals,
we fought to rise, the slaughter
incomplete, but falling back, falling back
upon the sand; carpeted erimson with
our blood, hers and mine, mingling on
that crusty floor.

All that spilled blood there, ina great
flood tide, rolling away, forming trickles
grwing into a torrent, flowing like a
deathless current into a sea turned
vermillion, stinking with the hideous
odour of blood. But why, why is the sea
so brilliantly blue now, like melted
sapphire when it should be crushed
rubies that ride on the waves? How can
this be? How can this be?

When that nightamidst the darkness
and the noise and the colence - a sigh,
thoushand of sighs, my own rose into
the foetid atmosphere dreowned the
sounds of the surging sea.

And I saw how the woman lay dead
at my feet, her face a hideous mask of
suffering: Then I was suddenly drifting
high up above it all, gazing into the
blood - stained bunkers, the barracks
covered with red slime. | was hearing
the rasp and wrench of clashing
weapons, the chilling sereams of the
dismembered, the dying. | must have
been dying too.

Thesea! | heard a whisper. The voice
of Cousin Brother close by. he had found
me, was by my side! Enough of this, the
words pounded in my ears. We must go
way, Escape! This is the only way. The
sea!

Did I erawl? Did he drag me through
allthatblood, the flashes of orange flame,
the smoking gun fire? How did we reach
the sea's edge that red-dark night?
Plunge into its bosom like two terrified
children. We'll make it, his voice
encouraged me! We'll make it, you and
I. Often, so often he had spoken that
way in the years gone by, We'll make it!
When we climbed the perilous jagged
rocks around our home, clinging to the
short grasses grwing here and there, to
reach the summit. When we sat in the
classroom that ver first day and
everything was so strange, the
blackboard full of menace, a cruel leer
on the teacher's face of the two village
lads. When we ran away at last and
returned to the hamlet below the
towering rocks where their was .1|\v;|}r;i
a green silence and the birds sang. And
the only touches of red | even saw were
in the wing tips of the graceful fla mingos
visiting the lake-side every year and the
shoe flower petals on the tress in my
mother's garden. No blood anywhere.

What then brought us here to this
dry, salt plain s0 far away from those
enfloding rocks; the fields golden with
ripening grain and the green haze that
was our refuge and our horizon? How
could Itellhim, stumbling beside him to
reach the edge of the sea I had never
wanted to come? I had never really

The White HACK|C mmmm—



wanted to come so far away from home
- except when he beckoned and [ never
ever looked back.

Eenmy hand tightening its hold over
the broken skinand bonein my shoulder
was thick with my blood. His words
beattoand froiny headlikea pendulum.
Come on! We'll makeit! Youand 1! But
his voice grew fainter and fainter in my
ears. [ saw him only in a blur, moving
furtively, crouched likje an animal
against the flying thunder of that night,
stopping, stopping tourgemeon, taking
my hand. | pulled it away. You go, |
muttered, Go back to the rocks we once
climbed, the fields, the wild grasses, the
ouse where my mother waits for me
everyday. There are no more words.
Nothing more to do. | cannot make it,
Cousin Brother, But 1 cannot go, he
protested, his voice, a guttu ral whispl.' r,
I cannot go without you, How will they
receive me - if you do not return too?

I could feel the wet sand under my
feet, Only a few yards more, he pleaded.
We plunged into the sea, his arms
holding me. The waves pounded in my
cars. Notwaves, they were the big gunds
firing from the shore. The pin-points of
ligh were like rid-hot stars floating on
the water. Thebullets hissed and keened
through the darkness. Then I could see
hear no more. He wasno longer holding
me.

50, I am here, i shall be here forever,
I shall wait till | find him. Beloved
Cousin-Brother.

But the sky is as cold and as hard as
ice. The white sea-foamas impenetrable
as marble. They have ploughed the field
with our dead. the pink fungi blooms,
riots over the waters, spilling over,
obliterating the blood.

I see the gulls cut swathes over the
waves, flying as one bird abo ve the
ocean. A lapwing rises, scattering the
sea-sand, spiralling upwards screeching
out her eternal, unanswerable question
to the pale, feature-less sky. The
answerless queston that binds me
endlessly to this bleak, lonely, desolate
shore, where it seems nothing has ever
been. Not thatblood - drenched night or
the dark horror, the monumental
anguish or my everlasting grief.
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