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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE the Voica of Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment is now firmly established. It has reachad maturity. This is the
84" issue. This quartery is for members of tha SLLI, their families, Ex-
Servicemen of SLLI, and as a whole for the entire Army. It will be
extended evanto all Sr Lankans.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater
goals 1o be achigved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on
combined efforte. Everyone has his contribution to make, and every
contribution is most welcome in any language (Sinhalese, Tamil and
English). What is valued is our making the attempt, and then we can
surely do our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and
criticisms, hopes and fears through ® THE WHITE HACKLE ", the
journal of the oldest and proudest Regiment of them all. If you have
much to say about your Battalion's experience, go ahead andwritein to
" THE WHITE HACKLE " we are willing to accept and publish. We are
happy to hear you and consider your contribution in any form;
sketches, cartoons, stories, poems and whatever comes from your
thoughts and your pen.

Our Motto is “ Ich Dlen™, “ | Serve”. Let "White Hackie'be away to
serve each other, our Regiment and our country with our banner fiying
high as it always will. Wishing you all tha very best.

-Editor-
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The White Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the
Regimental Centre Commandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and
men on various fopics Including news, information on activities, pacple, policies,
operations, technical developments, views, opinions and ideas to satisfy their
reading thirst. Manuscripts of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct
Communication is authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Army
Cantonmant, Panageda, Homagama. Phone 0112855204 or 0112855356-60 Extn.
57668. Individual paid subscriptions are available through the Regimental Adjutant,
Sri Lanka Light Infantry. Publication of this pericdical is authorized by the Die, of PA
Armmy HQ CBO by lettar Mo. A/275/27 of 16 Mar, 84. Use of funds for printing of this
Publication has been approved by the Regimental Commander on 30th Aug 1993 at
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24" CENTRE COMMANDANT

OF THE SRI LANKA LIGHT INFANTRY REGIMENT

rigadier MM Kithsiri RSP, the Commandant of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment who joined the Regular Force of the Sri Lanka Army as an

officer cadet on 16 January 1986. After completion of basic ’

= A

military training at Sri Lanka Military Academy Diyatalawa, he was
commissioned in the rank of Second Lisutenant on 28 March 1987.

After commissioning, he
was posted to the 1"
battalion Sri Lanka Light
Infantry as a Platoon
Commander on 01 April
1987. He performed duties
as the Officer Commanding
of the 8" battalion Sri Lanka
Light Infantry since 13
January 1981 in Rifle
Company and served as the
Officer Commanding of the
7" battalion Sri Lanka Light
Infantry for over three years in C coy and Admin Company.
The appointment of Officer Commanding which possesses
delegating of legal power of the Commanding Officer
benefitted him to take tactical decisions in addition to
handling of administrative matters over five years in 6" and
7" battalions Sri Lanka Light Infantry.

He served as the Officiating Second in Command
in the 10" battalion Sri Lanka Light Infantry on 24
December 1997. He took over duties as the Second in
Command of 12" battalion Sri Lanka Light Infantry and 10"
battalion Sri Lanka Light Infaniry for five years, which
enabled him to shoulder all administrative matters
pertaining to all soldiers of the battalion. Handling of
Imprest Accounts and auditing all sub accounts of the
battalion are the key responsibilities assigned to a Second
in Command.

He was advantaged to Command and direct men

e £ e WA
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for the victorious
Humanitarian War
during his tenure as
the Commanding

Officer of the 4" battalion Sri

Lanka Light Infantry from 30 September 2004 to 12
Fabruary 2007. At the time of terminating the Humanitarian
War he was the Commander of 525 Brigade which was
consisted of four battalions. He commanded 525,613,533
and 111 Brigades where he was able to exercise his
command at operational level nearly six years. He held
appointment as the Commandant of Language Training
School Kotmale. He participated in UN peace Keeping
Mission in Haiti as the Second in Command of the 6"
UNPKO bn and as the Commanding Officer of the 16"
UNPKO bn. He held Staff and Instructor appointments in
places such as GSO Il at 211 Brigade, Platoon
Commander, Sri Lanka Military Academy, Diyathalawa and
Officer Commanding, Training Wing, Army Training
School, Maduruoya.

He followed overseas courses such as Young
Officers' Course in India from 12 February 1995 to 16 June
1985, MID Career Course in Pakistan from 24 March 1997
to 14 June 1997 and Senior Command Course in India from
09 March 2009 to 30 May 2009 which facilitated him to
share the knowledge and experiences with foreign officers
and instructors as well. He has followed certificate and
diploma course in the field of HR/IHL, Disaster
Management and Psychological and Counseling from
University of Peradeniya, Ruhuna and Colombo
respectively.
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THE DUKE OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY

The Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry were an
amalgamation of two regiments; the 32nd Foot and the 46th
Foot The 32nd were raised in 1702 as a regiment of marines
and were known from the name of their Colonel as Fox's
Marines'. At that time a major part of British strategy
consisted of mounting amphibious operations against Spain
to destroy her naval bases, and the firstaction ofthe Regiment
was against a treasure fleet from the Americas which had taken
shelter in Vigo Bay. Well over a million pounds worth of silver
was scized and 2000 Spaniards killed for a negligible British
loss. Two years later the Regiment was part of a force which
captured Gibraltar, a victory of enormous significance to
Britain ever since

In 1741, new regiments were raised for the War of the
Austrian Succession among which was the 57th, known as
Price's Regiment and renumbered the 46th in 1748. In this war
the 32nd fought at Dettingen, the last occasion at which British
troops were commanded by their Sovereign in the
field. Meanwhile in Canada and the West Indies, the 46th saw
almost continuous action, fighting at Ticonderoga, Niagara,
Quebec, Martinique, St. Lucia, Granada and St. Vincent. After
a brief respite in Ireland, they returned to America to fight the
rebel colonials, In 1777, the Light Company of the 46th took
part in an attack against a rebel force near Paocli, In order to
achieve complete surprise, all flints were removed from
muskets to eliminate the chance of an accidental shot being
fired. Afier a remarkable night approach through forest, the
force attacked with the bayonet, killing or capturing over four
hundred rebels. The Americans, viewing this action as an
example of British barbarity, swore that no quarter would be
given in future. Those who took part, determined that others
should not suffer on their account, dyed their hat feathers red
proclaiming that they alone were responsible. From that time
the 46th wore red in their headdress.

In the long war against Napoleon in the Peninsula and
France, the 32nd were involved almost continuously, winning

The Battle of Paoli, 1777
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McCabe's last sortie ,29th September 1857. Captain Bernard McCabe is
morfelly wounded leading o successful sortie againsit rebel guns
bombarding the beseiged Revidency at Lucknow

battle honours at Rolica, Viemera, Corunna, Salamanca,
Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes and finally Quatres Bras and
Waterloo. At Waterloo, the 32nd suffered the highest casualties
of any regiment, loging 685 men killed and wounded, and were
singled out for particular praise by the Divisional Commander.

Again, it was the 2nd Battalion, who in 1899, went to
South Africa to fight the Boers. At Paardeberg, where General
Cronje and 4000 Boer commandos surrendered, the Cornwalls
suffered heavily in a bayonet charge across open grassland. Of
the 250 men who took part twenty eight were killed (including
the Colonel and Adjutant) and fifty two wounded. One of the
lasting impressions of August 1914 was the quiet,
imperturbable efficiency with which the British Army
mobilised. This was epitomised by the 1st Battalion, then
stationed at the Curragh. The order to mobilise was received on
4th August and by the 7th they had been brought up to strength
by the addition of no fewer than 650 reservists. On the 13th
they sailed, and on the 23rd August were in action on the
Mons-Condo Canal. The 2nd Batta lion were in Hong Kong
where, as a result of the Royal Navy being short of marines,
they once more reverted to the Regiment's role of 1702 and
embarked in HMS Triumph to serve afloat. Soon however they
too were back fighting in France. During the Great War, the
DCLI raised fifteen battalions, eight of which saw action
apainst the ememy in France, Flanders, Aden, Palestine,
Salonika, Serbia and Bulgaria. The Regiment took its full
share of the appalling attrition on the Western Front, being
represented in every major battle of the war. Four thousand two
hundred and eighty two men were killed and many times that
again were wounded.

When war again broke out in 1939 the 2nd Battalion
crossed to France with the BEF and in 1940 were engaged in
the rearguard action and evacuation threugh Dunkirk. Happily
most escaped to fight again in North Afhca, Italy and Greece,
where they won the battle honours of Cassino and Incontra.

KA LIGHT INFANTRY




The 1st Battalion which was in India moved to Irag, and then
in 1942 were rushed to Libya where they were immediately
thrown into battle near Tobruk. There at Bir-ei-Hamat, on
the 5th and 6th June, in hastily pre pared defensive positions,
they met the full force of Rommel's armour. The result was
inevitable, and in a few hours the Battalion suffered so
severely that it virtually ceased to exist. The 5thBattalion
(TA) landed in Normandy on 23rd June 1944 and within three
days wefe engaged in the fierce fighting in the Bocage.
Among heir many heroic actions, the Battle ofHillll2
(Comwall Hill) stands out, as does the gallant dash to
Nederrijn a few months later in an attempt to relieve the
airborne force trapped at Arnhem. In spite of very high
casualties, they maintained their Cornish identity thanks to
reinforcements sent over by the other TA battaliOn, 4 DCLL

After the \far the usual cuts took their toll. The
Territorials were reducefl to a single battalion and in 1950
the two regular battalions amalgamated. In 1959 the regular
battalion amal gamated with that of The Somerset Light

Miles up the Nile in a forlom attempt to relieve
General Gordon at Khartoum: Again, it was the 2nd
Battalion, who in 1899, went to South Africa to fight the
Boers. At Paardeberg, where General Cronje and 4000 Boer
commandos surrendered, the Cornwalls suffered heavily in a
bayonet charge across open grassland. Of the 250 men who
took part twenty eight were killed (including the Colonel and
Adjutant) and fifty two wounded.

One of the lasting impressions of August 1914 was
the quiet, imperturbable efficiency with which the British
Army mobilised. This was epitomised by the 1st Battalion,
then stationed at the Curragh. The order to mobilise was
received on 4th August and by the 7th they had been brought
up to strength by the addition of no fewer than 650 reservists.
On the 13th they sailed, and on the 23rd August were in action
on the Mons-Condo Canal. The 2nd Batta lion were in Hong
Kong where, as aresult of the Royal Navy being

Short of marines, they once more reverted to the
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Regiment's role of 1702 and embarked in HMS Triumph to
serve afloat, Soon however they too were back fighting in
France During the Great War, the DCLI raised fifteen
battalions, eight of which saw action against the enemy in
France, Flanders, Aden, Palestine, Salonika, Serbia and
Bulgaria. The Regiment took its full share of the appalling
attrition on the Western Front, being represented in every major
battle of the war. Four thousand two hundred and eighty two
men were killedand many times thatagain were wounded.

When war again broke out in 1939 the 2nd Battalion
crossed to France with the BEF and in 1940 were engaged in the
rearguardaction and evacuation through Dunkirk. Happily
most escaped to fight again in North Afhca, Ttaly and Greece,
where they won the battle honours of Cassino and Incontra.
The 1st Battalion which was in India moved to Irag, and then in
1942 were rushed to Libya where they were immediately
thrown into battle near Tobruk. There at Bir-ei-Hamat, on the
5th and 6th June, inhastily pre pared defensive position§, they
met the full force of Rommel's armour. The result was
inevitable, and in a few hours the Battalion suffered so severely
that it virtually ceased to exist. The 5th Battalion (TA)
landed in Normandy on 23rd June 1944 and within three days
weteengaged in the fierce fighting in the Becage. Among - heir
many heroic actions, the Battle ofHillll2 (Cornwall Hill)
stands out, as does the gallant dash to Nederrijn a few
months later in an attempt to relieve the airborne force trapped
at Amhem. In spite of very high casualties, they maintained
their Cornish identity thanks tc reinforcements sent over by
the other TA battaliOn, 4 DCLL After the \far the usual cuts
took their toll. The Territorials were reducefl to a single
battalion and in 1950the two regularbattalions amalgamated.
In 1959 the regular battalion amal gamated with that of The
Somerset Light Infantry to form The Ist Battalion The
Somerset and Cornwall Light Infantry. The Terri torials
maintained the old title up to their disbandment on 31st March
1969, and thus ended a chapter which had run for 267 years in
Cornwall's history.
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SOLDICK

Lawyer and Diplomat

Major General Hemachandra Wickrama
Gerard Wijeyekoon

A ajor General Hemachandra Wickrama Gerard
Wijeyekoon OBE., ED., was the elder son of Sir
Gerard Wijeyekoon, President of the Senate and
Lady Wijeyekoon Soldier, lawyer and diplomat Major
General HWG Wijeyekoon wasbom on June 25,1911,
He schooled at St  Joseph's Collage Colombo and entered
Oxford University. After his graduation (BA), he was called
upon to the Bar as a successful advocate of the Supreme Court
of Ceylon and - later joined the public service as a Land
Settlement Officer. He was married toOlive Wickrarriasinghe
and they had two sons and a daughter.

He joined the Ceylon Light Infantry Volunteers and
was appointed as a Second Lieutenant on March. 1,1935.
With  the outbreak of the Second World War, he was
mobilized. In 1939 and promoted to the rank of Captain on
November 29, 1940, Having posted to  three CLI he had
attended a Tactics course at Poona, India-. He was promoted to
therank of MajoronJune4,1942 and Lt Col onDecember
8,1944,

As altCol, he commanded a Battalion of the Ceylon
Light Infantry during the war. On termination of the war and
subsequent demobilization of the units, he was made non-
effective fromMarch 2, 1946.

It was of an interest to record that after
independence, Lt Col HWG Wijeyekoon was personally
selected by then Prime Minister, DS Senanayake as the
Secretaryto the Chief Whip in the House of Representatives.
With the growth of the Ceylon Army, on October 10, 1949, a
regular infantry Battalion, named the Ceylon Infantry
Regiment was formed and Lt Col HWG Wijeyekoon, was
recalled to receive a commission in this Regiment in June
1950. In June 1950 this Regiment was redesigned as the first
Battalion the Ceylon Light Infantry on November 15, 1949. 1t
Col HWG Wijeyekoon, continued as its commanding officer
and became as the First Commanding Officer of the Battalion.
Lt Col HWG Wijeyekoon. Was the first to introduce the
regimental custom of toasting the motherland or the queen
with arrack. Patriotic person LT Col HWG Wijeyekoon,
preferred to consume a local drink for this purpose. LT Col
HWG Wijeyekoon, relinquished the command from first CLI
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February 9,
1955 on which

date he was
promoted to the
rank of Col and
appointed to act as
Commander of the
Army till January 1, 1956.

From February 17, 1956 to November 14, 1959, he was the
Commandant of the Ceylon Volumteer Force. During this
period he was the acting Commander of the Army on four
occasions, On November 14, 1959 Col HWG Wijeyakoon,
was promoted to the rank of Brigadier and Major General on
January 1, 1960.

After his retirement, he was appointed High
Commissioner of Ceylon to Pakistan, with concurrent
accreditation to Iran. After his tenure in Pakistan he was
appointed Ambassador to Italy with concurrent accreditation
to Greece. While serving in Italy he met with a Motor accident
on April 6, 1969 at Borella, Kanatte with the participation of a
distinguished gathering including Prime Minister Dudley
Senanayake and the Leader of the Opposition Sirimavo RD
Bandaranaike. As a Commanding Officer Lt Col HWG
Wijeyekoon had paid special aftention to the welfare of
soldiers and religious activities. He was the first to infroduce
Sinhalese words of command on the parade ground and
trained his men through the medium of mother tongue. As the
Commandant of the Ceylon Volunteer Force he formed the
Army Hewisi Band consisting of oriental drummers and
pipers.

Major General Wijeyckoon was an exemplary
officer and a gentleman to his fingertips during the period he
acted as commander. He displayed qualities of organization
and administration tempered with impartiality which were
acknowledged by the officer corps of the Army.

Maj Gen HV Athukorala (Retd) VSV psc FBIM
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