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Readers Please Write in
The WHITE HACKLE the Voice of Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment is now firmly
established. It has reached maturity. This is the 817 issue. This quarterly is for members

ofthe SLLI their families, Ex-Servicemen of SLLL and as a whaole for the entire Army. It
will be extended even to all Srilankans.

1
ﬁ’ ’ We should not rest on our laurels, Targets have to be set. Greater goals to be
achigved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has
his contribution to make, and every contribution is most welcome in any language

'l”h (Sinhalese, Tamil and English). What is valued is aur making the attempt, and then we
af-._ cansurely do our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and
R fears through "THE WHITE HACKLE % the journal of the aldest and proudest Regiment

of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion's experience, go ahead and

SRI I_ANKA witite in to " THE WHITE HACKLE ® we are willing to accept and publish. We are happy
LIGHT IN FANTRY UARTERLY to hear you and consider your conttibution in any form: sketches, cartoans, staries,
Q poems and whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.
Colonel of The Regiment Our Motto is * leh Dien’ * | Serve”. Let ‘White Hackle' be a way to serve each other,
g our Regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it ahuays will
= Maj Gen KADA Karunasekara RSP USP ndupsc Wishing yvou all the very best,

Editor-

Cenire Commandant

Brig CD Weerasuriva RSP
Chief of the Staff RHQ SLLI

Col AS Wickramasena RWP RSP psc
Adjutant RHQ SLLI

Maj TWGDM Amarasinghe pse SLLI

The White Hackle Editors

Chief Consultant

Maj Gen KADA Karunasekara RSP USP ndu pse
Editor in Chiet

Brig CD Weerasuriya RSP
Assistant Editors

Maj TWGDM Amarasinghe psc SLLI

Maj BGA Rupasinghe SLLI

(Officer In Charge )
Honourary Consultants

Lt Gen RMD Rathnayake Wy RWF RSP USP ndu psc

(The Commander of the Army)

Lt Gen HV Atukorale (Retd) VSV psc FEIM

(Reg Force)

Brig AER Abeyesinghe (Retd) KSV

( Vol Force)
Computer Type setting & Designed

WO || Gunasiri SHIUK
Publisher - Regimental Centre

Sri Lanka Light Infantry

—
=
{ aa ]
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Telephone- 0112855204
1128553F The White Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the Regimental

. 011 Eg' 55356 - 60 Centre Cammandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and men onvarious
_EXt - 57656 topics including news, information on activities, people, policies, operations, technical
: it e developments, views, opinions and ideas to satisfy their reading thirst. Manuscripts
Fﬂ:ﬂ 2 61128552@4 of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct Communication is authorized. The
E-mail = eﬂﬁgrwhﬂghank]e@gﬁaﬂmm White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Army Cantonment, Panagoda, Homagama. Phone
3 by e g a3 e 0112855204 or 01712855356-60 Bxtn. 57656. Individual paid subscriptions are available
EﬁWWhﬁewe@ﬁhﬂgﬂﬁm through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light Infantry. Publication of this periodical

; WEEBTJ& e WWWﬁerﬁgmHﬁaﬂffym is authorized by the Dte, of PA Army HQ CBO by letter Mo, A/275/27 of 16 Mar, 94, Use of

funds for printing of this Publication has been approved by the Regimental Commander
an 30" Aug 1993 at the Regimental conference held at Welioya.
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THE DEATH OF BRIGADIER

M.M.

KULATUNGE IS ANNOUNCED

WITH DEEPEST CONDOLENCE

Mahindrasiri Mahindralal Kulatunge was born
on 12 October 1955 to parents, Mr R R G Kulatunge who
was a Principal and Mrs Prema Kulatunge of Kahawatta,
Pelmadulla in Rathnapura District.

He joined the Sri Lanka Cadet Corps on 01 April
1983 and was absorbed to the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Force on 01 June 1987 and posted to the Second
Volunteer Battalion of Sri Lanka Light Infantry. Being an
Officer of Sri Lanka Light Infantry, he had the privilege of
holding the appointments such as Adjutant from 1994 to
1997, Second in Command in 1997 and the Commanding
Officer from 1997 to 1999 of the 4th Sri Lanka National
Guards and 2000 to 2006 of the Second Volunteer Battalion
of Sri Lanka Light Infantry.

Subsequently, he held the appointments of

Colonel Coordinating Officer at

Area Headquarters

(Mannar) from 2006 to 2007, Colonel Coordinating Officer
at Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) in 2007, Colonel
Administration at Headquarters of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force from 2007 to 2010, Colonel Coordinating
Officer at Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) from 2010
to 2012, Brigadier Administration at Headquarters of the
Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force in 2012 and Colonel of
the Regiment of Sri Lanka National Guard from 2012 to
2014.

In  recognition of his efficiency, loyalty and
dedicated service, Brigadier Kulatunge was decorated with
the following medals during his long and distinguished
military career:

East Humanitarian Operations Medal

North Humanitarian Operations Medal

Purna Bhumi Padakkama.

North and East Operations Medal

Riviresa Campaign service Medal

50th Independence Anniversary Medal

The Republic of Sri Lanka Army 50th Anniversary
Medal

Sri Lanka Armed Services Long Service Medal

> mhponoTwW

He leaves behind his beloved wife Mrs linani
Kulatunge and the loving son Akila and daughter Onila.
The demise of Brigadier M M Kulatunge, a thorough

gentleman is an irreparable loss not only to Mrs linani
Kulatunge, his son Akila and daughter Onila, but also to
all of his relations, friends and his contemporaries in the
armed services.
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VIVID MEMORIES

Lieutenant General HV Atukorale (Retired) VSV psc FBIM

Lieutenant General HV Athukorale (Retired) VSV
mbmdﬁtbnmuhbhmmdumg
ththﬁnﬁy(l

FBMlumapkﬂ:mofmdswmhuthuwﬂlhe
period as the

Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion Ceylon

whed ocl’mBmhmim-ﬂnﬁmtzsym wucnmposadandnlmdﬁrh
ﬁ!t in the History mdﬂ:akmmtmlmw:ﬂlh:s He is also for the establishment

'ofﬂnBuddhistShlmRmmd RngnmmlalMuswmonmImIBﬂntthemof Regiment.

He
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Your childhood memories?

I was born in Colombo near to Ananda College. My
father who was working at the Railway Department was originally
from Watareka in the Homagama area. Those days’ people did
not have cars and my farther too had to travel daily to his work
place at the Maradana Railway Station by foot. Most of the people
working in Colombo during said period has the habit of purchasing
properties and build houses near to their work places or near to
a school. So my father also constructed a house at Zaleski Place
close to the Kuppiyawatte Temple, near to Ananda College. | was
the third child out of eight children. | have three brothers and four
sisters. My childhood was extremely happy. You will see this as
a big family but there were 8 to 10 children in a family during
our era. The modern type parents have reduced the number of
children in a family.

Your school life?

My father, grandfather and great grandfather were
old boys of St. Josephs Collage. | studied at St. Josephs College
Colombo. | was awarded St. Josephs College Colours in Athletics
and Public School Colours in athletics too. When | passed the
Senior School Certificate Examination | went to Ananda Collage
Colombo for my higher education. But | could not complete the
University Entrance Examination as | joined the Ceylon Army.

When did you join the Army?

Whilst | was at Ananda College | applied for the post of
Officer Cadet in the Ceylon Army to go to Sandhurst. The Ceylon
Army was formed in 1942 and | was enlisted on 30 Sep 1950.
Those who were joined the Army within the first year of the Army
were awarded the Ceylon Armed Services Inauguration Medal.
Besides General Cyril Ranathunga | am the only other officer in Sri
Lanka with that medal.

How was your Military training?

| completed my Basic Army Training Course by the British
Army Training Team at the Army Training Centre at Diyathalawa
in 1950. Then Mons Officer Cadet School, Aldershot in 1951 and
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, UK in 1951 to 1952. | was
Commissioned in the 1st Battalion Ceylon Light Infantry as a
Second Lieutenant after having passed out from the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst on 31 July 1952.
Who were the other Ceylon Army Cadets who were with you at
Sandhurst?

There were Six Cadets in my Intake. They were Officer
Cadets David Raymond (retired as Major), N Amirthalingam
(retired as a Capt), S B Miyanadeniya(retired as a Brigadier), PKB
Pereira (retired as a Brigadier), N Madawala (retired as a Major
General). The Officer Cadets Dennis Hapugala, Cyril Ranathunga
(retired as General), Arthur Bartholamieus and Dennis Perera
(former Commander of the Army) were one batch senior to me at
Sandhurst. All of them are no more except Gen. Cyril Ranathunga
(retd).
Do you have any special and significant memories during training?

Yes, | won the Gold Medal in the Hop Step and lump
Event representing the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, UK at
the Military Academics Athletic Pentangular held in Breda, Holland
in 1952. Also | received the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
Athletic Colours in 1952

e
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Your Married life?

It was an arranged marriage. | agreed with the proposal at once when | saw her
because | did not have any reason to say no. She was a very beautiful lady. Her name was Mallika
Dharmathilaka. Our wedding ceremony was held at the Galle Face Hotel on 06 July 1966. Major
General AM Muttukumaru and Major General HWG Wijeyekoon signed as the attesting witnesses
for the marriage. My wife who always supported me never gave me any burdens at home. We were
blessed with four children namely Late Mayanthi, Ranjika, Dushyanthi and Vipula the only son.

During your tenure as the CO 1 CLl, you introduced a new lanyard to the battalion?

Yes, initially Army personnel were wearing an ordinary Khaki coloured lanyard. Actually this red
coloured lanyard was designed by Lt Col PW Jayantha de Silva who is now in Australia. The red coloured
Lanyard is unique, striking and completely a new thing. When you wear the red one it gives some colourful
and glamour to the uniform. | agreed for his proposal and that’s it.

What was the reason to build a temple inside the camp premises?
Our country is a Buddhist country. Soldiers had to go out to the temple on Poya days.

Therefore | constructed our temple at the CLI premises. The Buddha statue was designed by well-
known Buddhist artist Mapalagama Wipulasara Thero.

You may have any memories with Regimental Mascot, “Kandula”?

The first Mascot was a Deer. Whilst being trained by the Bandmaster the Deer jumped up and fell dead. As CO 1 CLI Maj Gen
Richard Udugama negotiated with the then Director of the National Zoological gardens Dehiwala, Maj Weiman and obtained a Baby
Elephant on loan. A Civilian who was familiar with Elephants was enlisted as the Mascot keeper. The Elephant was named as Kandula. The kg
late Capt Bertie Dias once tried to play the fool with Kandula. Kandula got angry and caught Capt Bertie Dias and placed him against the
wall but did no harm to him. Alls well that ends well.

Your life as a Senior Military Officer in the Army?

Incidentally 1 am the most Senior Officer living in Sri
Lanka except General Cyril Ranatunge. It gives me immense
pleasure to think of my Military Carrier in the Army. Its sweet
memories are still fresh in my mind. | am indeed happy that some
of the Battalion Orders | have introduced during my period as CO
1 CLI are now being followed by the Army, Navy and Air Force.

Your advice to the present Military Officers?

Firstly perform your duties to the best of your ability in
the appointment assigned to you without fear of favour. Do not
get involved in any form of political activity whilst in service. The
Secretary to HE the President Mr. Lalith Weerathunga and the
Secretary Defence Col Gotabhaya Rajapakshe recommended that
I should be promoted to the Rank of Lt Gen. The Cabinet approval
was necessary and after such was received His Excellency the
President promoted me to the rank of Lt Gen WEF 12 Feb 2014.
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