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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE the Voice of Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment is now firmly
established. It has reached maturity. This is the 78" issue. This quarterly is for Members
of the SLLI, their families, Ex-Servicemen of SLLI, and as a whole for the entire Army. It
will be extended even to all Sri Lankans.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals to be
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has
his contribution to make, and every contribution is most welcome in any language
(Sinhalese, Tamil and English). What is valued is our making the attempt, and then we
can surely do our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and
fears through " THE WHITE HACKLE ", the journal of the oldest and proudest Regiment
of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion's experience, go ahead and
write in to " THE WHITE HACKLE " We are willing to accept and publish. We are happy
to hear you and consider your contribution in any form; sketches, cartoons, stories,
poems and whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

Our Motto is “ Ich Dien",” | Serve”. Let ‘White Hackle' be a way to serve each other, our
regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it always will.

Wishing you all the very best.

M5) LIS

0 30 ol SLAB O126L LI AW HOVO F&S
3105103\ R0 aud 5. JBO 133 @ gEBL HIOH
SINE HVRACD GHPDI LIS HTH B ALBHBIDL Qou
oD 6ED 9inIBD Bl 3§ AVOL.

50 3dBLs SO0 B 51O VIV Gl KiL3I® cad
GOBANGIY 5P VBT D3 DINGH LB RN
2bs6m6 66 QU @O . »@ DA AS WO
SId G5B ¢, FS RGB! BN GHATNGLY Deae FOE
GOGHS BT FHBROMLS SOV 3 ¥y 63500 g NSV
159 HLPOLPB gF 5O gau Ui ISR, & 6363
SR 3R sOuLs He DR 0L FLHEHD BAOHIsE!
GOIDANLGHIZIGE DY LB BB B YUHOD BCIHE.

B0 gbam 66 ¢ bd 6MdDOL BAbE 9F HOP
B FAOB B BR ALV SISOM HO VILFHRD SIVE
GO SIS BRI HOV & A5 BIOOH HO VILHV CeTH!
SIRE MG Hebsl su crEHe, BLE BASHGIcH
NSO QB HOOHD BHcAls. YA CHHDD GEDH SBIBRD
D05 TDBANCYUT HIODHD SIABIOD HTHU GGG
CLRA. A5 HOD 5H BIAL UGS DR AN DB
VBIEOBID BDIZS D QBN guiz OMBOL BRAOHH O1gOL
15RO ASHBS 23l SPE VA HVISDGE SHNOD
gaInm s6500 Qe SO0 3)26OEe Sy L.

-Editor-

The White Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the Regimental
Centre Commandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and men on
various topics including news, information on activities, people, policies, operations,
technical developments, views, opinions and ideas to satisfy their reading thirst.
Manuscripts of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct Communication is
authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Army Cantonment, Panagoda,
Homagama. Phone 0112855204 or 0112855356-60 Extn. 57656. Individual paid
subscriptions are available through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light
Infantry. Publication of this periodical is authorized by the Dte, of PA Army HQ CBO
by letter No. A/275/27 of 16 Mar, 94. Use of funds for printing of this Publication has
been approved by the Regimental Commander on 30" Aug 1993 at the Regimental
Conference held at Welioya.
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The War Campaign which fought in past decades
gave more important lessons to apply in a present conflicts
to any militant to be highlighted as a historical military
leader. The Battle of Stalingrad has a unique place in
the military history where a numerically inferior fought
bravely against the well organized German Army. It was
the memorable war that had brought out great heroism,
massive tragedy and a lot of harsh lessons. The battle
of Stalingrad fought from 17 July 1942 to 02 February
1943 was the successful Soviet defense of the city of
Stalingrad (now Volgograd) in the USSR during World
War II. Russians consider it to be the greatest battle of
their Great Patriotic War. It stopped the German advance
into the Soviet Union and marked the turning of the tide
of war in favour of the Allies. The Battle of Stalingrad
was one of the bloodiest battles in history, with combined
military and civilian casualties of nearly 2 million.

In late August 1939 Hitler and Soviet leader
Joseph Stalin signed the German-Soviet Nonaggression
Pact. Hitler had long planned an invasion of Poland, a
nation to which Great Britain and France had guaranteed
military support if it was attacked by Germany. Soviet
leader Joseph Stalin viewed the pact as a way to keep his
nation on peaceful terms with Germany, while giving him
time to build up the Soviet military. German chancellor
Adolf Hitler used the pact to make sure Germany
was able to invade Poland unopposed. The pact also
contained a secret agreement in which the Soviets and
Germans agreed how they would later divide up Eastern
Europe. The German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact fell
apart in June 1941, when Nazi forces invaded the Soviet
Union. Hitler invaded Poland on 01September 1939 from
the west and two days later France and Britain declared
war on Germany beginning World War II. The Battle of
Stalingrad occurred a year after the Germans invasion of
the Soviet Union in 1941 in Operation BARBAROSSA.
The aim of BARBAROSSA was to launch a massive,
surprise attack against the Soviet Union that would
capture most of the territory west of the Urals and force
Moscow to capitulate. BARBAROSSA did achieve some
profound successes: the Germans advanced to Leningrad
in the north, the outskirts of Moscow in central Russia,
and Kharkov in the south.

As the Russian winter relented in the spring
of 1942, the German High Command planned a new
offensive, Operation BLUE, for the summer. Because
of Germany’s losses in the previous year, this offensive
would be smaller in scope and focus on the South. Hitler’s
aim was to interdict Soviet oil and lend-lease shipping on
the Volga River, seize the oil fields in the Caucasus, and set
the stage for a later advance into the Middle East. It was at
this time that Hitler took a decision that would later prove
unfortunate for the Germans. Whereas Operation BLUE
originally called for sequential attacks, first to Stalingrad
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and then to the Caucasus, Hitler directed that the attacks
be done concurrently. The General Staff warned Hitler
that this decision would spread the Wehrmacht too thin
and not allow sufficient forces to protect its flanks. But,
Hitler was anxious to achieve his war aims quickly and
rejected his generals concerns.

The terrain is concern, the Stalingrad is generally
flat, a treeless steppe, hot, dry and dusty in summer
and bitterly cold in winter. River Volga was the natural
outer cordon on the west and south west of the city. It
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was an armed centre and port on Volga. The Caspian \ 5

sea which located towards the South East of river Volga
and it was the vital transport route through the sea. It
comprised of narrow streets and highways which were
easily convertible into favorable defensive grounds. The
Stalingrad co locate with Volga River and Caspian sea

and it can name as major obstacle which was located in
the city of Stalingrad. Also it consist with few mountains
and steep valleys. Some part of the ground provide good
trafficability for the Infantry and armor and few part of
the ground restricted its movements due to the rocky steep
slopes. Since the Stalingrad is close with River Volga and
Caspian sea which having limited roads and tracks and it
gave less trafficability for the track and wheel vehicles.
City of Stalingrad is the main build up city which consist
of 4 million population and industrial city. It provide huge
GDP to development of the entire country and some built
ups scattered within the city as minor settlement. The city
of Stalingrad provide effective covers and concealment
due to its build ups and it gave good environment for will
to fight. Since the covers and concealment give Good
Security for the ground troops, its having less field of fire.

The battle began on the morning of 23 August
1942, when the Germans launched massive air strikes
against the city, wreaking as much destruction and terror
as possible. Over 2,000 sorties were executed on the
23rd alone, and, by the next day, the city was in ruins.
As the air campaign got underway, the Germans launched
a three-pronged ground attack against the city. The VI
Army attacked the northern end with the objective of
reaching the Volga and then rolling up the city from north
to south. This was followed by an attack by the IV Panzer
Army against the southern end of the city to fix the Soviet
64th Army and, concurrently, an attack by the VI Army
in the centre to split the seam between the Soviet 62nd
Armies.

Ultimately, the aim of the Germans was to divide
the 62nd and 64th and 64 Armies, and then annihilate them
separately. Initially, the German attacks scored significant
successes. In the north, the VI Army punched through
the Soviet line to the Volga, cutting off the northern end
of the city, and then began to press southward against
the 62nd Army’s northern flank. In the south, the IV
Panzer Army smashed through the 64Army. As the 62nd
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Ammy’s defensive line, driving a wedge between it and
62nd Army now was threatened with envelopment, the
Soviet forces were forced to fall back and establish a new
line closer to the city. This process of withdrawing and
establishing new defensive positions continued as the
Germans pressed their attacks so that, by September 12,
the Soviet line had been pushed back into the city itself.
Despite the Germans’ initial successes, their advance
slowed considerably as the battle continued.

The reasons for this are threefold. First, desperate
to hold on to the city, the Red Army and inhabitants of
Stalingrad mounted a tenacious defence, with small unit
formations executing hit-and-run attacks and factory
employees firing antiaircraft guns and disabled tanks
that still had serviceable guns. Secondly, as the Soviet
forces were pushed into smaller concentric circles around
the city, they had less territory to defend and, therefore,
were able to respond quickly to German assaults. Finally,
because of the numerous German air strikes, the city had
been reduced to rubble, creating obstacles that aided the
Soviet defence and inhibited 16nd manoeuvre by the
Germans’ chief weapons, their tanks. Thus, the battle
evolved into one of close quarters combat amongst the
burned out buildings of the city a task for which the
German mechanized units, as one author noted, “proved
to be totally unfit.”

The Soviet resistance was such that, by October,
the Germans’ advance had slowed to a snail’s pace. Under
pressure from Hitler to take the city, Paulus continued
to assault it, but progress was reduced to capturing a
building here or a block there. As one war correspondent
observed, whereas the Germans captured Poland in
28 days, they took only “a few houses™ in 28 days of
fighting in Stalingrad. On 14 October Paulus made an
all-out push to capture the city, committing five divisions
against the 62nd Army, with the German Air Forces flying
some 3,000 attack sorties in support. The attack nearly
succeeded: the 62nd Army was split into several isolated
pockets and pushed back to the bank of the Volga. But,
the Red Army stubbornly held on to slivers of the city and,
by 17 October the German attack ground to a halt due to
heavy losses. This was the Germans’ culminating point
in the battle. The protracted fighting in September and
October wreaked devastation of profound proportions.
Entire divisions were wiped out, only shells of buildings
were left standing, and fires burned on a continual basis.

As early as September, the Stavka had recognized
that, in their rapid advance to Stalingrad, the Germans
had created an exposed flank along the Don River to the
north of the VI Army. They also had created a smaller
exposed flank to the south of the IV Panzer Army. The two
flanks were lightly defended by the IIT and IV Romanian
Armies, respectively, augmented by German panzer
units. Seeking to exploit the opportunity presented by
these flanks, Stalin’s top military commander, Marshal
Zhukov, began planning a major Soviet counteroffensive

Y S
to penetrate the flanks and envelop the Germans at
Stalingrad. Codenamed Operation URANUS, the plan
called for a double envelopment of the VI Army and
associated units, using three separate attacks: two attacks
from the north and south, respectively, into the rear of the
VI Army to form an inner “ring” around it, and a third
attack from the north into territory west of the VI Army to
create a second, outer ring.

The first ring would destroy the VI Army, while
the second would defend against any outside German
attempt to relieve it. If the operation was successful, it
would set the stage for a follow-on attack, codenamed
Operation SATURN, toward Rostov to envelop Army
Group A in the Caucasus or at least force it to withdraw.
During the months of October and November, as the
62nd Army clung to life on the banks of the Volga, the
Stavka made preparations for the counteroffensive under
complete secrecy. The armies defending Stalingrad
(62nd Army) and the territory to the south (51Armies),
were consolidated under the Stalingrad Front, and some
were reinforced in preparation for the attack against the
Germans’ southern flank. At the same time, to the north
of Stalingrad, units were regrouped into a new Don Front,
which now comprised the 24th and 65Armies, each of
which was reinforced. This front would attack from the
north and link up with those from the south to form the
inner ring. Finally, the Southwest Front was reformed
to the rear with two units from Stavka reserves the 21st
Army and the 5th Tank Army.

This front would execute the attack to the west to
form the outer ring. Altogether, nine different armies were
to participate in the operation. As forces were deployed
to the Stalingrad area in preparation for the offensive, the
Stavka employed strategic deception by deploying them
first to the north; giving the Germans the impression the
Red Army was reinforcing Moscow. By mid- November
most of the preparations were complete. Altogether, the
Soviet forces were assembled for the operation comprised
over a million men, with some 900 tanks, 13500 guns and
mortars, 57th, and 64, and 66th and 1100 aircraft.

On 19 November 1942 the Red Army launched
Operation URANUS, almost totally catching the Germans
by surprise. The Soviet forces quickly smashed through
the Romanian defences and drove deep into the VIArmy’s
rear, wreaking confusion and havoc along the way. In
four days, the forces of the Don and Stalingrad Fronts
linked up near Kalach, closing the inner ring around the
VI Army and part of the IV Panzer Army. Meanwhile, the
Southwest Front attacked to the west of Stalingrad and,
by 30 November the outer ring was in place. With that,
the Soviets preceded to the next stage of the operation the
systematic annihilation of the VI Army.

Hitler’s order for VI Army to stay in place was
motivated by two factors. First, he was still seized with
wanting to capture Stalingrad and was unwilling to
believe that the Russians might hand him a major defeat.
Secondly, he was advised by his deputy, Marshall Goering
that the VI Army could survive in place by re-supplying
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it by air. The notion that the VI Army could be sustained
by air was ludicrous, as the German Air Force did not
have enough aircraft to conduct an airlift of this scale.

The VI Army stated it needed 700 tons of supplies
per , and the Air Force calculated it could airlift only 350
tons. In actuality, even the Air Force’s calculations were
overly optimistic: when the airlift began, only 65 tons
per day were delivered during the first two days, and
the tonnage did not significantly increase afterwards.
As the encirclement continued, the position of the VI
Army became increasingly untenable. Food had to be
severely rationed, fuel and ammunition allotments were
reduced, and medical supplies dwindled. Complicating
the situation was the onset of the Russian winter, for
which the Germans again were unprepared and which led
to hypothermia and frostbite.

Finally recognizing he risked losing the VI Army
and concerned about the emerging Soviet threat to Army
Group A, Hitler tasked one of his premier commanders,
General von Manstein to form a new Army Group Don
and attack to relieve the VI Army. Manstein doubted he
could break through the Soviet rings, but nonetheless
prepared a plan to attempt the relief ~Codenamed
Operation WINTER TEMPEST, the plan called for a task
force, Army Group Hoth, to attack the Soviet line from
the southwest and punch a corridor through to the VI
Army. In the event Army Group Hoth was unable to reach
the VI Army, a branch plan Operation THUNDERCLAP
directed that the VI Army break-out to the southwest to
meet Army Group Hoth. Army Group Hoth’s forces,
composed of two German and two Romanian corps,
were not sufficient to execute the plan, so Manstein
was assigned an additional four panzer divisions. These
divisions were pulled from elsewhere on the Eastern
Front, France, and Germany. WINTER TEMPEST
was launched on 12 December and at first scored some
success. Army Group Hoth advanced against the Soviet
51st Army as far as the Myshkova River and reached a
point only 22 miles from the VI Army’s perimeter.

However, the Stavka then committed a new
strategic reserve formation, the 2nd Guards Army, to the
fight, and the German attack ground to a halt. At this
point, Paulus should have executed THUNDERCLARP to
meet Army Group Hoth. But, he demurred, saying he
could not disobey Hitler’s order to hold Stalingrad and that
VI Army did not have enough fuel to break-out anyway.
Faced with mounting pressure against Army Group Hoth
and renewed Soviet attacks further west that threatened
to envelop both Army Group Don and Army Group A,
Manstein called off the relief effort. Operation WINTER
TEMPEST had failed and, with it, any chance of saving
the VI Army. What followed next can only be described
as a tragedy of unimaginable magnitude. The Soviet
forces tightened the noose around the VI Army which,
like the 62nd Army at the beginning of the battle, was
pushed back into ever smaller circles around Stalingrad.
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On 08 January 1943 the Soviets offered the VI Army

an opportunity to surrender, which Paulus rejected. Later,
Paulus did seek authority to surrender, but this was forbidden
by Hitler. With no surrender forthcoming the final Soviet
attack Operation RING was launched on 08 January to finish
the VI Army off. By 25 January the Don Front reached the
centre of the city splitting the VI Army in two and on January
31 Soviet infantrymen reached Paulus’s bunker forcing him to
surrender along with the bulk of his army.
Germany lost some 3500 tanks and self-propelled guns,
12000 guns and mortars, and 3000 aircraft. This amounted
to roughly half a year’s worth of German war production.
The largest army in the Wehrmacht, the VI Army, was
destroyed as was most of the IV Panzer Army. Three
other armies the Romanian IIT and IV Armies, the Italian
VIII Army, and the Hungarian II Army also were largely
eliminated, bringing the total Axis losses to roughly four
and a half armies. This lost force structure equated to
over 50 Axis divisions.

Germans back by some 400 miles to Kharkov,
it ensured the security of the Caucasus and Caspian Sea
region. This region was strategically important to the
Soviets for two reasons. First, it was the USSR principle
source of oil, with the majority of Soviet oil fields and
refineries located at Maikop and Baku. The oil was
shipped into the heart of the USSR via several rail lines
through the Caucasus and Astrakhan as well as by barge
up the Volga through Stalingrad.

Capturing the Caucasian oil fields was one of
Hitler’s objectives in Operation BLUE and had the
Germans succeeded, the Red Army would have lost
much of the fuel it depended on to wage the war. The
Caucasus and Caspian areas also were important because
they constituted one of the two primary routes through
which the Allies shipped Lend-Lease aid to the USSR
the other route being via Murmansk in the north. Lend-
Lease aid was shipped to the USSR from mid-1942 to
1945 and constituted an important source of military and
industrial support. Among the key items provided were
large quantities of aluminium, manganese, and coal to
help Soviet industry recover, as well as millions of tons
of food, uniforms, and some 11800 railroad cars and
locomotives.

Stalingrad was truly an epic battle a long,
bloody engagement that led to huge losses for both sides
and in the case of the Germans, sealed the fate of the
Wehrmacht in the East. With their strength weakened
by the preceding years of the war and their resources
stretched, the Germans experienced a blow at Stalingrad
from which they never recovered. The result was that
the strategic initiative shifted to the Soviet side making
Stalingrad the fundamental turning point in the war on the
Eastern Front. Ultimately, the defeat of the Germans in
the battle can be traced to serious mistakes that they made
including stretching their resources too thin, adhering
to frontal assault manoeuvers, not collecting adequate
intelligence, not establishing a meaningful reserve, and
failing to exercise bold and adaptive leadership.
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