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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE the Voice of Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment is now firmly
established. It has reached maturity. This is the 77" issue. This quarterly is for Members
of the SLLI, their families, Ex-Servicemen of SLLI, and as a whole for the entire Army. It
will be extended even to all Sri Lankans.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals to be
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has
his contribution to make, and every contribution is most welcome in any language
(Sinhalese, Tamil and English). What is valued is our making the attempt, and then we
can surely do our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and
fears through " THE WHITE HACKLE ", the journal of the oldest and proudest Regiment
of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion's experience, go ahead and
write in to " THE WHITE HACKLE " We are willing to accept and publish. We are happy
to hear you and consider your contribution in any form; sketches, cartoons, stories,
poems and whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

Our Mottois “ Ich Dien",“ 1 Serve". Let ‘White Hackle' be a way to serve each other, our
regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it always will.

Wishing you all the very best.
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" 6606, AL, COEBID He SEVILSIGD VRO
oo 5¢a® D 6120l FRTED IBHALL VYIS GAGHD
€ By ECY B3 godisl Gidh gdL ¢, good godl
AR VDO SBCBEE, cOB 05 AT VY] ELR Fdood
59@ SHBDE, 516 FITOW, TLID, FYIOSID, GGOBS
e GucRBG SO Kz g5csl absin cuICSE.”

BNES DN LGB 7O DA BEE OEd FVIGKHR
e 596ud goid® O adsvL He abmvis HO6
qo01d 6oIged MIdB HOVO sud SOF JaBFHOTS
BTH gLow 9tOEs! HOVE. 660 GHANDNIHCH gex &3
D BRSO FHVIZ GOBB BV FILBNGL BIVSHEBIGH
gEoabTL weal 2D LD BRRINSHP 68 d; HOd
dloviz s aIvIbY GRIGHI 6Bl gL DE WD JLo.
59z, ®9 o6 HBES YD Fode MO EF Dz
5 66360315 gRSEHRP3 53 QTOLL GVIALIY Ve
HIACY CIBTH GO.

1789 dbzol F& D Tk SSEIL WBAOMLS
500 meel SOBCW QTHO L& FEME WAL, GLIBD
BOCELE SHVEWH. CAOBE AR BoAMEBW UGS DD
LIBISIL MOGHO GuIR e VRN GIIVID VGBI VIR
g0 Q7 MOVl SDHH B o SVE VT BIIOHSE,
ARG SIBIBINO BECUE SLHHOL EHIDH HHID o
Qb3 witwsle D sl D SOR HHGW HWVES BHALILD!
5OQb5IRs BbOH garG HOVITIB DB HestHls.

6B QBIGLE cOLBLE " GBS MOB ” 15BN CEad)
BIAL LOG3 AL ATV BIVE VT HIVIBHB 6RE S
L6k duFPa P gocul 61ROGH BHDH 3 Fia gmb,
® dud0 aud qudsl QL HOP seE cOHETD &g D5 WBIG

-Editor-

The White Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the Regimental
Centre Commandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and men on
various topics including news, information on activities, people, policies, operations,
technical developments, views, opinions and ideas to satisfy their reading thirst.
Manuscripts of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct Communication is
authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Army Cantonment, Panagoda,
Homagama. Phone 0112855204 or 0112855356-60 Extn. 57656. Individual paid
subscriptions are available through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light Infantry.
Publication of this periodical is authorized by the Dte, of PA Army HQ CBO by letter No.
A/275/27 of 16 Mar, 94. Use of funds for printing of this Publication has been approved
by the Regimental Commander on 30" Aug 1993 at the Regimental Conference held
at Welioya.
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BATTL

The Battle of Kursk
was a World War Il engagement
between German and Soviet
forces on the Eastern Front near
Kursk (450 kilometers or 280
miles southwest of Moscow) inthe
Soviet Union in July and August &
1943. The German offensive was [
code-named Operation Citadel
and led to one of the largest
armoured clashes in history,
the Battle of Prokhorovka. The
German offensive was countered
by two Soviet counteroffensives,

Operation Polkovodets
Rumyantsev and  Operation
Kutuzov. For the Germans,

the battle represented the final
strategic offensive they were
able to mount in the east. For the
Soviets, the decisive victory gave
the Red Army the strategic initiative for the rest of the
war.

The Battle of Kursk was the first time a German
strategic offensive had been halted before it could break
through enemy defences and penetrate to its strategic
depths. Though the Soviet Army had succeeded in winter
offensives previously, their counter-offensives following
the German attack were their first successful strategic
summer offensives of the war.

Hitler's Operational Order No. 6, issued 15 April,
called for the Kursk offensive operation to begin on 3 May
or shortly thereafter. Kurt Zeitzler, the OKH Chief of Staff,
provided the logistical planning for the operation. Zeitzler
was a resourceful organizer of strategic moves, and had
an exceptional capacity to solve movement problems.
For the plan to succeed it was deemed essential to attack
before the Soviets had a chance to prepare extensive
defenses or launch an offensive of their own. The plan
was code named Unternehmen Zitadelle (Operation
Citadel). The operation envisioned a double envelopment
with pincers originating from the bases of the salient and
directed at Kursk which would surround the majority of
the Soviet defenders and seal off the salient. Kluge's Army
Group Centre was to provide General Walter Model's 9th
Army to form the northern pincer and cut down through
the northern face of the salient, driving to a location to
the hills east of Kursk, securing the rail line from Soviet
attack.

In 1943, an offensive by the Soviet Central,
Bryansk, and Western Fronts against Army Group
Centre was abandoned shortly after it began in early
March, when the southern flank of the Central Front was

ks A kA ks A ks A k3 L 3 ks A
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F KURSK

threatened by Army Group South. Soviet intelligence
received information about German troop concentrations
spotted at Orel and Kharkov as well as details of an
intended German offensive in the Kursk sector through
the Lucy spy ring in Switzerland. The Soviets verified the
intelligence via their spy in Britain, John Cairncross at
the Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley
Park, who clandestinely forwarded raw decrypts directly
to Moscow. Anastas Mikoyan wrote that on 27 March
1943 he was notified by Stalin about a possible German
attack in the Kursk sector. Stalin and some senior officers
were eager to strike first once the rasputitsa ended, but
a number of key officers, including Deputy Supreme
Commander Georgiy Zhukov, recommended a strategic
defensive before going on the offensive.

According to a Soviet General Staff report, 29 of the
35 major Luftwaffe raids on Soviet airfields in the
Kursk sector in June 1943 were on dummy airfields. So
successful were Soviet efforts at deception that German
estimates issued in mid-June placed total Soviet armoured
strength at 1,500 tanks. The result was not only a vast
underestimation of Soviet strength, but a misperception
of Soviet strategic intentions.

When the Red Army launched their
counteroffensive in the north, the German 2nd Panzer
Army was attacked by two Soviet Fronts: Bryansk
and Western Front. The 107,000 men of the 2" Panzer
Army and some reinforcements in the south brought
the Wehrmacht troops to approximately 950,000 men
(approximately 650,000 combat soldiers). The two
Soviet Fronts brought the Red Army to 2,629,458 men
(1,987,463 combat soldiers).
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Overview of sub-operations
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Operation along the northern face

Model's main attack was delivered by XLVII
Panzer Corps, to which was also attached 45 Tigers of the
505 Heavy Tank Battalion.[ 160] Covering the left flank of
the main attacking corps was XLI Panzer Corps, to which
was attached a regiment of 83 operational Ferdinand
tank destroyers, and covering the right flank was XLVI
Panzer Corps, which was only a panzer corps in name —
consisting of four infantry divisions and just nine tanks
and 31 assault guns.[160]
To the left of XLI Panzer
Corps was XXIII Army
Corps which consisted
of a reinforced assault
infantry division — the 78th
— with two regular infantry
divisions. The corps had
no tanks, but it did have
62 assault guns. Therefore
from west to east, the 9th
Army's attacking force
was positioned as follows:
XLVI Panzer Corps, XLVII 55
Panzer Corps, XLI Panzer §
Corps and XXIIlI Army
Corps. Opposing the 9th
Army was the Central
Front, deployed in three

main  heavily  fortified
defensive belts.
X X X X x & X
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Von Manstein's Army Group South was equipped
with more armoured vehicles, infantry and artillery than
von Kluge's Army Group Centre to the north. The 4th
Panzer Army and Army Detachment "Kempf" had 1,377
tanks and assault guns, while the 9th Army possessed 988
tanks and assault guns.

At around 04:00 the German attack commenced
with a preliminary bombardment. Mainstein's main
attack was delivered by Hoth's 4th Panzer Army.
Manstein organized his attacking formations into densely
concentrated spearheads. Opposing the 4th Panzer Army
was the Soviet 6th Guards Army, which was composed
of the 22nd Guards Rifle Corps and 23rd Guards Rifle
Corps. The Soviets had constructed three heavily
fortified defensive belts to slow and weaken the attacking
armoured forces. Though they had been provided superb
intelligence, the Voronezh Front headquarters had still
not been able to pinpoint the exact location where the
Germans would place their offensive weight.

The 3 SS Division, operating as the right flank
of 1l SS Panzer Corps made very limited progress,
which meant that the corps' developing penetration was
precarious. The division managed to isolate the 155
Guards Regiment of the 52" Guards Rifle Division (of
the 23 Guards Rifle Corps) from the rest of its parent
division, but attempts to sweep the regiment eastward into
the flank of the neighbouring 375" Rifle Division (of the
23" Guards Rifle Corps), failed when the regiment was
reinforced by the 96" Tank Brigade. The advance of the
3 SS Division was impeded by a tributary of the Donets
river. Hausser, the commander of 11 SS Panzer Corps,
requested aid from the I11 Panzer Corps to his east, but 111
Panzer Corps was unable to assist as it was facing serious
challenges of its own. By the end of 5 July, the 3 SS
Division's attainment was short of expectation, leaving
the right flank of the 2" SS Panzer Division exposed.
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Robln Van Persie has been slaughtered |h hIS homeland arter
Holland’s disastrous exit from Euro 2012

Pundits and fans have accused him of being a
poor finisher,arrogant and breaking team rules by making
phone calls after the Holland matches on the pitch and
going to kiss his wife in the stands. The Dutch football
public want Van Persie dropped and Klaas-Jan Huntelaar
selected as Holland’s main striker. Now Arsenal boss
ArseneWenger has come out to vehemently defend his
captain. Wenger said: “Robin van Persie deserves more
credit in Holland than he gets. | think he was still the best
striker at the European Championships.
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Waves of starving Humanity

Struggling hard to cross through the clam lagoon
To the other side in the scorching heat and rain
Reminiscent of ‘Cassanda Crossing’

Trying hard to survive the onslaught
Being utilized as a human shield

Looking at the poor wary humans In the final battle for supremacy

Making a desperate bid towards liberation
Amidst gun fire and scorching heat
Traversing on dusty paths

One’s Mind goes back to the ‘Exodus’
Mentioned in the Holy Bible

Moses took forty long years

To free the Israelis

From Egyptian slavery and lead them
To the Promised Land

Wending through sea and desert

Bidding ‘Aurevior’ to the epoch

Of countless deaths, wasted energy

And misery of twenty five years
Visualizing the Dawn of a new lease of life

The soldiers awaiting them

With out stretched arms

In their new role of a mission of mercy
To assist them in their quest

For a fresh lease of life (Nouveau Vie)
Which appears grim, uncertain

- Or full of apprehensions at the moment
Though, relief, reconstruction and reconciliation
Are in full swing

All praise and admiration goes

To the valiant compassionate soldiers

Who are devoted, determined in their novel role
as angles of mercy.

Camillus Fernando,
Welikadamulla, Mabole, Wattala.

W @ W

Israelites loosed from

Pharos bitter yoke

Led them with unmoistened foot
Through the rough sea waters
Fed with manna from heaven

These humans are fleeing themselves
From the illusory Paradise
Sans food and bare essentials
Dependent on the mercy and
Compassion of other brethren
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