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Qewes, Cewes v SeddM
Readers Please Write in

TheWHITEHACKLE the Voice of 5ri Lanka Light Infantry Regimentis now firmly established.
It has reached maturity. This is the 76" issue. This quarterly is for Members of the SLLI, their
families, Ex-Servicernen of SLLI, and as awhole for the entire Army. [t will be extended even to
all Sri Lankans.

We should not rest on our laurels, Targets have to be set, Greater goals to be achieved,
The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has his contribution to
make, and every contribution is most welcome in any language (Sinhalese, Tamil and English).
What is valued is our making the atternpt, and then we can surely do our bit. Express your
thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and fears through ‘“THE WHITE HACKLE, the
journal of the oldest and proudest Regiment of thern all. If you have much to say about your
Battalion's experience, go ahead and write in to "THE WHITE HACKLE' We arewilling to accept
and publish. We are happy to hear you and consider your contribution in any form; sketches,
cartoons, stories, poems and whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

Our Mottois”lch Dier”,”| Serve” Let White Hackle' be away to serve each other, our regiment
and our country with our banner flying high asit always will.

Wishing you all the very best.
Editor-
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cOl® gRoRs 6H0 DIELDH GVID ZLBRD GRDH
A3 B SDchE SWLAO VR IH BORO DD PD o
BEEE cTv LS. B Rodl SR 318 668cTRRP BORO
cosed PoUTH0 el DO oesl cOAGTI) FAEH FID
cezd Hienbyl on Besia 6o DB LiER A5z S50 8
e Dzed OB BO L, BsE sEd OFTFHGES s
BIR3mEsIcs el oem 7 gnd, | cTibs A D
BOSE 58 Tl siad OGS CLEPEN SdEn DO B
SEDHRDD S,

cElEW BL5ED SEVEES M BN B B0 ERZIGH
ac DndsioR OlBLIcS ZuaR 68l PP tolLdls BeEl GRID
Ao @ SEHnG KD 51 VLS seEl B, A HOI 1T
5% 1REE S5 cl DO LLFIEE Fsd Dw gL SV HODG.
@ @l SiNe @ & e " AE0 swae " owbR RED AN
o), CB\® IT G5 BIW 6OC B LIE0 HED A ERZ B0
35631 5L SYNECLEVD THTEIF ERI N LD GRDZ GO,
B0 O 9HR A ERPH FIIL BE S AN &3 HE AS
SEAD oZY) FL.

Lo e & I OB WNLE DO COGEILDI
3515 obdm DO BIPO Fol NE LR go oW 2D
cuiEzI 6 6BlgEmI ouED6LE BEDI Pem BT AV cIM
OB 278 628

TheWhite Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the Regimental Centre
Commandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and men on various topics
induding news,information on activities, people, policies, operations, technical developments,
views, opinionsand ideas to satisfy their reading thirst. Manuscripts ofinterest to the Regiment
areinvited. Direct Communication is authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Arrmy
Cantonment, Panagoda, Homagama, Phone 0112855204 or 0112855356-60 Extn, 57656,
Individual paid subscriptions are available through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light
Infantry. Publication of this periodical is authorized by the Dte, of PA Army HQ CBO by letter
Mo, Af275/27 of 16 Mar, 94, Use of funds for printing of this Publication has been approved by
the Regimental Commander on 30" Aug 1993 at the Regimental Conference held atWelioya.
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INHONOUR OF THOSE SLLI HEROES WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE
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THE VIETNAM WAR (1 954 1975)

The Vietnam War was a long, costly|
armed conflict that pitted the communist regime
of North Vietnam and its Southern Allies, known
as the Viet Cong, against South Vietnam and its
principal ally, the United States. The war began ™~
in 1954 (though conflict in the region stretched
back to the mid 1940), after the rise to power
of Ho Chi Minh and his communist Viet Minh
party in North Vietnam and continued against the
backdrop of an intense Cold War between two =
global superpowers, the United States and the

More than 3 million people (including
58,000 Americans) were killed in the Vietnam |
War; more than half were Vietnamese civilians. By 1969, at the
peak of more than 500,000 USA military personnel were involved
in the Vietnam conflict. Growing opposition to the war in the United
States led to bitter divisions among Americans, both before and after
President Richard Nixon ordered the withdrawal of USA froops in
1973. In 1975, communist forces seized control of Saigon, ending the
Vietnam War and the country was unified as the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam in the foll owing year.

Vietnam's intense nationalism was developed through
cenfuries of resisting foreign interference. Nationalism and
patriotism were probably the ultimate cause of the Vietnam
War. As a kingdom in Southeast Asia, the Chinese
constantly conquered Vietnam in the past.

Furopean expansion provided a threat to
Vietnamese independence. The Portuguese were
the first Europeans to contact with the Vietnamese,
the French followed 100 vyears after in 1615.
French ultimately gained the control of the entire
country by 1883.

The Turning Point of Vietnam
History

Meanwhile the Vietnamese Nationalist
Party formed in 1927 with the middle and upper
intellectuals. These people infiltrated native
garrizons, but in February 1930, a major military
plane was failed. The leaders were forced to exile
into China. The Vieinamese Communist Party later
renamed as the Indochina Communist party (ICP),
led by Ho Chi Minh was the most successful party. The
leader Ho Chi Minh omaged asthe most revered leader in
Vietnam.
In March 1945, the Japanese overthrew the

French Government and established a collaborative HO Chl Mlnh

Vietnamese government under Emperor Bao Dai.
Afterwards, World War II came to an end and the Japanese had
surrendered.  With the collapsed French system and the Tapanese
surrendering, a vacuum of power was formed. The Vietminh saw
this as their chance for their independence and zo they organized
the August Revolution On 2nd September 1945, having prevailed
in much of the counfry, Ho Chi Minh called, before a half million
crowd, for the recognition of the newly formed government called the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV).
When Japanese surrendered after World War IT, China and
Great Britain occupied Northern and Southern Indochina until a
stable government was restored. These troops combined with their
government recognition of the French claim, joined forced with the
French troops to fight off the DRV. After Saigon fell into the control
of the French, South Vietminh launched a guerrilla war against French
USA began to send aids to South Vietnam encouraging
economic development and urged social and political reforms. The
Army of Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) was formed for the south and
the People’s Army of Vietnam (PAVN) was formed for the North.
After that war between the two regimes had begun. The Vietnam

" War officially started in 1964 when North
Vietnamese boats attacked the USA destroyer
Maddox when it was on a mission to gather
North Vietnamese intelligence. Thiz incident
+ iz now known as the Gulf of Tonkin Incident,
and resulted in the approval of the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution.

Over View of Insurgent Tactics

By the mid 1960 most main force
Viet Cong troops were armed with Chinese
versions of the Russian AK-47 submachine
gun. They also useda range of effective Soviet
and Chinese light and medium machine guns
and mfréquently, ‘heavy machine guns. In particular, heavy machine
guns were valued for defense against American helicopters. Viet Cong
had highly effective rocket propelled grenades and recoilless rifles for
destroying armored vehicles or bunkers. Mortars were alzo available in
large numbers and had the advantage of being very easy to transport.

Many weapons, including booby traps and mines, were
homemade in villages. The materials ranged from scavenged fin can
to discarded wire, but the most important ingredients were provided

by the enemy. In a year, dud American bombs could leave
more than 20,000 tons of explosives scattered around the
Vietnamese countryside. Local forces also designed
primitive weapons, some designed to frighten
intruders, but others were extremely dangerous.
Punji traps sharp spikes hidden in pits could
easily disable an enemy soldier.

There would be more hit and run attacks
and ambushes. To counter the American
build up, Viet Cong recruitment would be
stepped up and more North Vietnamese
Army froops would be infilirated into

South Vietnam.
Hiding the base areas had always been a
high priority for the Viet Cong. Now, with
American spotter planes everywhere, it
wag more vital than ever to protect them.
In remote swamps or forests, there were
few problems, but nearer the capital, it was
much more difficult. The answer was to build
enormous systems of underground tunnels.
Tunnel s were not to be freated as mere shelters.
There were complexes big and small scattered
across the country. Each villager in a NLF area had
to dig three feet of tunnel a day. There was even
a standard handbook specifying how tunnels were
to be built. The biggest tunnel systems were in the
Tron Triangle and the Cu Chi District, only 20 miles away from Saigon.
Any facility used by the insurgency a conference room or fraining area
had almost immediate underground access. Hidden frapdoors led
below, past guarded chambers, to long passages. At regular intervals,
branches led back to the surface and other secret enfrances. Some
openings were even concealed beneath the waters of streams or canals.

At the deeper levels, there were chambers carved out for arms
factories and a well for the bases water supply. There were store rooms
for weapons and rice, and there was somefimes a hospital or forward
aid station. Long communication funnels connected the base with
other distant complexes. Everywhere on the top level, there were
tunnels leading upwards to hundreds of hidden firing posts for defense
of the base.

On 30th January 1968, thereal TET Offensive began. Early in
the morning, North Vietnamese troops and Viet Cong forces attacked
both towns and cities in South Vietnam, breaking the ceasefire that
had been called for the Vietnamese holiday of TET (the Lunar New
Year). The Communists attacked around 100 major cities and towns
in South Vietnam. The size and ferocity of the attack surprised both




i
3

‘ i 3 : 3 A
the Americang and the South Vietnamese, but they fought back. The
Communists, who had hoped for an uprizing from the populous in
support of their actions, met heavy resistance instead.

In some towns and cities, the Communists were repelled

quickly, within hours. In others, it took weeks of fighting. In Saigon,
the Communists succeeded in occupying the USA embassy, once
thought impregnable, for eight hours before they were overtaken by
USA soldiers. It took about two weeks for USA troops and South
Vietnamese forces to regain conirol of Saigon. If took them nearly a
month to retake the city of Hue.
In March 1971 USA Army soldiers of "Charlie" Company of 1st
Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, and 11th Brigade of the American
Division massacred at least 400 and perhaps as many as 200 civilians
in 1968 in the hamlet of My Lai in South Vietnam. Thizis known as
famous Mai Lai massacre.

The USA had a highly professional military force. The USA
did not try to conquer North Vietnam. Instead, American leaders
hoped superior USA firepower would force the enemy to stop
fighting. The USA relied mainly on the bombing of North Vietnam
and search and destroys ground missions in South Vietnam to achieve
itz aim. The USA used giant B-52 bombers as well as smaller planes
for the main air strikes against the Communists. American
pilots used helicopters to seek out Viet Cong troops in
the jungles and mountains. Helicopters also carried
the wounded to hospitals and brought supplies to
troops in the field. The use of air power in the
Vietnam War would change the way wars were
fought for the Twentieth century and beyond.
New technological advances and more
sophisticated weapons made the Vietnam
War a testing ground for the USA military.

THE RESULTS OF THE
CAMPAIGN

About 58,000 American military
personnel died in the war, and about
300,000 were wounded. South Vietnamege
deaths topped 1 million. North Vietnamese
losses ranged between 500,000 and 1 million.
Countless numbers of civilians in North and
South Vietnam also were killed.

The United States spent over US § 150
billi on on the war. The USA bombinginthe conflict
was about four times greater than the combined USA
British bombing of Germany in World War II. The
American air strikes destroyed much of North
Vietnams industrial and transportation systems.
But South Vietnam, where most of the fighting
took place, suffered the most damage. The war made refugees of up
to 10 million South Vietnamese, or about half the country population.
The bombing and the use of chemicalsin order to clear forests scarred
the landscape and may have permanently damaged much of South
Vietnams cropland and plant and animal life.

North Vietnam helped establish Communist governments
in Laos and Cambodia in 1975. In 1976, it officially united North
and South Vietnam into the single nation of Vietnam. North Vietnam
alzo forced its culture and political system on the people of the south.
The North Vietnamese imprisoned hundreds of thousands of South
Vietnamese. About 1.5 million Vietnamese fled Vietnam between
1975 and the early 1990. The Vietnam War had far-reaching effects in
the United States. It was the first foreign war in which USA. Combat
forces failed to achieve their goals. Thiz hurt the pride of many
Americans and left bitter and painful memories.

Reasons for USA failures in Vietnam

a. USA underestimated the tenacity and organization of
the North Vietnamese National Liberation Front and could
not able to identify their tactics and techniques of fighting in

WAR (1954 - 1975)

Richard Nixon
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jungle terrain.USA could not adjust their tactics this allows to
apply attrition theory.

b. Despite dropping more tonnage of high explosive of
Vietnam than the whole of World War 2 the Americans could
not stop the movement of troops or supplies to the south along
the Ho Chi Minh Trail.

C. The North Vietnamese conducted a “people’s war™ in
which everyone played a part, this gain popular support from
both South and North Vietnam in contrary to the USA.

d. At first, most Americans supported the war. But by
1970, the peace Movement had support from all parts of
society and no government could ignore if.

e After 1969, there were deep questions about the
efficiency of US troops. There was a serious drug problem;
desertion rates were high and morale low. Many troops were
“time-gervers,” i.e., counted the dates until the tour was over.
f The US never really understood the culture of the
Vietnamese people. Coca Cola, chewing gurn, ball point
pens, and ice cream cones could not dislodge their ancient
beliefs.

-4 America was not prepared to keep losing high
numbers of casualties for such limited progress in a difficult
jungle war, for which they were not suited.

. The strength and resourcefulness of the NLF. For
example, the highly complex Cu Chi tunnel system
the US never shut down.

i. USA neglected factor of winning the hearts
and minds of the Vietnamese people and thereby
unable to keep up popular support for the warin
- W both front USA and Vietnam.

i US ftroops did not have any
experience of fighting with insurgency after
WW II thus unable to change their tactics,
terrain and troops for counter insurgency
operati ons.

The Vietnam War greatly changed
USA forever. It was the longest war fought in
American history, lasting from 1955 to 1973.
The Vietnam War tarnished USA self image by
becoming the first time in history falling the USA
to accomplish its stated war aims, to preserve a
separate, independent, noncommunist government.
The war alzo had great effects on the American people.
One of the chief effects of the war was the division it
cauzed among the people. Not since the Civil War had USA
been zo divided. This war would have lasting effects
on the USA.

The reality was that the Vietnam was not about
two separate countries for the Vietnamese, this was a war about one
country with two warring factions, and the weaker of those two had
essentially been created and certainly bolstered by the USA. The aim
of the American war campaign to grind down the insurgent until the
Communists in the North agreed to abandon their bid for control of
the South was impossible.

By the fime the USA realized that the war was utterly
unwinnable, it was already too late. In 1973, when President
Richard Nixon withdrew the last USA ground troops, nearly 60,000
Americans were dead, thousands more suffered from the physical and
psychological repercussions of the brutal warfare in the jungles of
Vietnam, and the American people had learned to distrust their leaders
and to question their nation’s eszential values.

In 1975, South Vietnamese government forces surrendered
to the NLF and the North Vietnamese Army. Vietnam was at last,
united and united under a Communist government. The USA had
officially failed to achieve its objectives. A nation familiar to grand
victories suffered its first major defeat; the “longest war” was a
military, political and social disaster, one that would haunt Americang
for decades.
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The Ultimaatei
Photo by Kevin Carter, a South African photographer who committed sciﬂe':in_l

Seeking relief from the sight of masses of people 2 1 > v
starving to death, he wandered into the open bush. He ' ‘ -y y
heard a soft, high-pitched whimpering and saw a tiny

girl trying to make her way to the feeding center. As he “ = \‘
crouched to photograph her, a vulture landed in view. ,

Careful not to disturb the bird, he positioned himsel & - -
for the best possible image. He would later say he _, e -

waited about 20 minutes, hoping the vulture would
spread its wings. It did not, and after he took his
photographs, he chased the bird away and watched
as the little girl resumed her struggle. Afterward he |
sat under a tree, lit a cigarette, talked to God and
cried. “He was depressed afterward. He kept saying
he wanted to hug his daughter.” e A
The haunting image made Carter a global }- -
celebrity, but it also raised uncomfortable questions |-
about whether he should have helped the girl rather §*
than simply watching her die. To be sure, Carter |
had plenty of emotional and financial problems, and
he drank and used drugs excessively. But’s it’s not} .
hard to imagine that his world-famous photo left him% ~~

wracked with guilt, contributing to his suicidal state'g oL, 4% Ly
of mind. In his rambling final note, he wrote, “T am % = "‘, P
haunted by the vivid memories of killings & corpses & a3 frs

anger & pain of starving or wounded children, of trigger-
happy madmen, often police, of killer executioners.”
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