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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE the Voice of Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment is now firmly
established. It has reached maturity. This is the 72" issue. This quarterly is for Members
of the SLLI, their families, Ex-Servicemen of SLLI, and as a whole for the entire Army. It
will be extended even to all Sri Lankans.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals to be
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has
his contribution to make, and every contribution is most welcome in any language
(Sinhalese, Tamil and English). What is valued is our making the attempt, and then we
can surely do our bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and
fears through ‘'THE WHITE HACKLE, the journal of the oldest and proudest Regiment
of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion's experience, go ahead and
write in to “THE WHITE HACKLE' We are willing to accept and publish. We are happy
to hear you and consider your contribution in any form; sketches, cartoons, stories,
poems and whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

Our Motto is” Ich Dien’,” | Serve”. Let 'White Hackle' be a way to serve each other, our
regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it always will.

Wishing you all the very best.
-Editor-
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CERB HHYDD VE GNG.

The White Hackle is published quarterly under the supervision of the Regimental
Centre Commandant to educate the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Officers and men on
various topics including news, information on activities, people, policies, operations,
technical developments, views, opinions and ideas to satisfy their reading thirst.
Manuscripts of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct Communication is
authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre, Army Cantonment, Panagoda,

Ext - 57656 Homagama. Phone 0112855204 or 0112855356-60 Extn. 57656. Individual paid
Fax - 0112855204 subscriptions are available through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light Infantry.
E-mail - editor.whitehackle@gmail.com Publication of this periodical is authorized by the Dte, of PA Army HQ CBO by letter

editor.whitehackle@yahoo.com No. A/275/27 of 16 Mar, 94. Use of funds for printing of this Publication has been
TEE - Sllilk & lightinfantry. Ik approved by the Regimental Commander on 30" Aug 1993 at the Regimental

Conference held at Welioya.
———————————
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IN HONOUR OF THOSE SLLI HEROES WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE
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3401 S/314875 L/Cpl Darmarathna RAS 7 SLLI Gen:Hosp:CBO 29/12/2008

3402  S/202348 L/Cpl Gunasekara RDRK 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 30/12/2008

3403 S/192478 L/Cpl  Priyantha B 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 30/12/2008

3404  S/321170 Sgt Janaka Wijerathan U 19 SLLI Kilinochchi 30/12/2008

3405 S/320491 L/Cpl Rathnayaka RMTL 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 31/12/2008

3406  S/316077 Sgt Udaya Kumara KGC 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 01/01/2009

3407  S/44091 L/Cpl Dasanayaka DAAP 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 01/01/2009

3408 S/308643 L/Cpl  Wijetunga WMS 10 SLLI Kilinochchi 02/01/2009

3409 S/319428 Cpl Perera GDP 6 SLLI Muhamalei 06/01/2009

3410 S/308783 S/Sgt  Ajith Pushpakumara LA 6 SLLI Muhamalei 06/01/2009

3411  S/317014 L/Cpl Chaminda HA 10 SLLI Gen:Hosp: Kandy 09/01/2009

3412  S/314141 Sgt Ekanayaka EMJ 4 SLLI Olumadu 11/01/2009

3413 S/316750 L/Cpl  Peiris MGSP 4 SLLI Olumadu 11/01/2009

3414  S/17D00252  Cpl Bandara MRMM 20 SLLI Oddusudan 13/01/2009

3415 S/321758 L/Cpl Gunarathna KGS 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 13/01/2009

3416  S/202125 L/Cpl Nishantha Kumara RPBP 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 14/01/2009

3417  S/169285 L/Cpl  Wijerathna AM 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 14/01/2009

3418  S/171572 L/Cpl Jayalath JSK 7 SLLI Kilinochchi 15/01/2009

3419  S/169740 L/Cpl Fernando BBS 19 SLLI Ampakamam 16/01/2009

3420 S/193429 L/Cpl Bandurathna HA 12 SLLI Oddusudan 17/01/2009

3421  S/316435 Sgt Perera HAI 19 SLLI Ampakamam 17/01/2009

3422  S/311767 L/Cpl Ranasinghe RALP 19 SLLI Ampakamam 17/01/2009

3423  S/316397 L/Cpl Dewasinghe PWGCR 1SLLI Chundikulam 17/01/2009

3424  0/65713 Major JPLAK Jayaweewa SLLI 1SLLI Chundikulam 17/01/2009

3425  S/165480 L/Cpl Madusanka Kumara MMG 1SLLI Chundikulam 17/01/2009

3426  S/43525 L/Cpl Prasanna Kumara RMA 20 SLLI Gen:Hosp: ANP 18/01/2009

3427  S/195781 L/Cpl  Weerakkody JP 20 SLLI Oddusudan 19/01/2009

3428  S/311902 Sgt Kottalage KAS 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 20/01/2009

3429  S/44084 L/Cpl  Wickramarathna BGW 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 20/01/2009 \ 34 i (",_

3430 S/314775 L/Cpl Darmapriya SAB 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 20/01/2009 )‘),ﬁ;-"'

3431  S/159697 L/Cpl Susantha DM 19 SLLI Olumadu 21/01/2009 »?@\‘\;;«““"

3432 S/319011 L/Cpl  Wijesena DM 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 21/01/2009 Sy

3433  S/318895 Cpl Darmapala WM 20 SLLI Kilinochchi 21/01/2009

3434  S/202346 L/Cpl  Priyankara MT 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 21/01/2009

3435  S/304650 Cpl Manjula LDT 8 SLLI Kilinochchi 22/01/2009

3436  S/316736 Cpl Wijitha Kumara CPGA 8 SLLI Kilinochchi 22/01/2009

3437  S/310303 L/Cpl De Silva UK 7 SLLI Wishwamadu 22/01/2009

3438  S/319659 Cpl Gunasekara JMAS 11 SLLI Iranamadu 22/01/2009

3439  S/202463 L/Cpl Madusanka NGU 11 SLLI Kilinochchi 22/01/2009

3440  S/315852 L/Cpl  Anura LH 11 SLLI Mullaitivu 22/01/2009

3441  S/314790 L/Cpl Kandekubura KMR 4 SLLI Iranamadu 22/01/2009

3442  S/204236 L/Cpl  Anurudda VPKA 7 SLLI Wishwamadu 22/01/2009

3443  S/321118 L/Cpl  Sunimal WDD 20 SLLI Oddusudan 22/01/2009

3444  S/319901 L/Cpl Priyadarshena SR 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009

3445  S/170419 L/Cpl Ravindra Lalitha KA 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009

3446  S/44074 L/Cpl Abekon GGUDSB 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009

3447  S/314740 Cpl Prasanna Kumara EAU 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009
3448  S/317471 Cpl Ranavira Arachchi RK 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009 &
a7 3449 S/315028 L/Cpl  Nishantha GGJ 4 SLLI Iranamadu 23/01/2009 .14,@9
".’Ev, 3450  S/193285 L/Cpl  Thilakarathna WWMA 8 SLLI Gen:Hosp: ANP  23/01/2009 \)fv :
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RETIRED ARMY MAJOR EXTENDS HIS SUPPORT TO
COMPLETE LIGHT INFANTRY SERGEANTS" MESS

Major (retired) Nishantha Rajapaksha
who is now with the UN in the UN Mission
Sudan recently donated Rs. 1,60,000/-for
renovations at Warrant Officers' and Sergeants'
Mess, Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment,
Panagoda.

His monetary contribution towards the
welfare of Light Infantry Non-Commissioned
Officers was received with gratitude by Major
General RMD Ratnayke RWP RSP USP ndu
psc, the Colonel of the regiment Sri Lanka Light
Infantry and Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka
Army on 15 March 2012 at the Regimental
Centre Panagoda.

/ Courtesy : www.slli.lk
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g} THE FRIST CEYLONESE BANDMASTER
OF THE CEYLON LIGHT INFANTRY
S.E.A WILLIAM RODRIGO (APPOINTED ON 06" JULY 1909)

- Military Bands and at the world wide great
exhibition held in the Vatican Palace, Rome.

He was also the first to compose a National
song in Sinhala during British Rule in Sri
Lanka. The music notation was reproduced
and printed by the Survey Department dated
15th, November 1929 (The writer preserve’s
@ a copy from the original print). It will be of
§ great value to take the opportunity to quote
== the 3rd and last verse of the song:

: “O Ceylonese be united, and victory be
& yours, know we all that discord will bring

W your downfall.”

> “Hail Mary" the recitation of the Rosary in

Sinhala was set to music by Prof. Rodrigo and

1 sung for the first time by the choir of St. John’s

& Church, Modera and later in many churches

to date.

: Two of the popular hymns composed
during his life time were the hymn to St. John

Sl the Baptist and the hymn to St. James the

¥ Greater.

: These hymns of praise to these saints
B are sung as an anthem of St. John’s Church,

" Modera while the hymn to St. James is sung as

the anthem of St. James Church, Mutwal.

) - Prof. Rodrigo was also privileged to be honoured by

Western and erental Mus1c, His Holiness Pope Leo the X111

Gold  Medalist, ~ Diploma with the most coveted Papal

. . '
Holder, Organist and Music FATHER RODRIGO'S Medal awarded to the whole of

Professor SEA William Rodrigo was born in
Modera on 25th October 1866 he was a composer of

Corgucéifl-] " 1909 & BROTHERS AND  the East in the year MCMXXV
n uly € was 1925).

appointed the (first Ceylonese) OTHER ~ MEMBERS OF On) 10th, January 1937
Band Conductor to the Ceylon THE SENAPATHIGE '

during the Papacy of His Holiness

Liglr;t Infailtry (CLD and the RODRIGO FAMILY WHO Pope Leo, Prof. Rodrigo had the
Ceylon Volunteer Force (CVF) BROUGHT HONOUR TQO  honour of composing a Papal

: 2,
ata time when a Band Master’s Anthem and other Sacred Music.

appointment was a highly paid THEMSELVES IN THEIR

job and reserved only for the CHOSEN PROFESSIONS Professor Rodrigo died on
English military men during 4th, June 1937
the Colonial days. 7

Prof. Rodrigo was also the first son of Sri Lanka and From : Oscar Dodwell : LIFE AND BEYOND - The
from the whole of the Fast to conduct full European yo. pey Fr. joseph de Solomon Rodrigo : Dodwells
Bands in London, Paris and the Continent of Europe Wattala: 2005

who’s Compositions were played by the Crystal Palace White Hackle Section - RHQ SLLI

EXPERT MUSICIAN’S TRIBUTE TO THE CEYLON VOLUNTEER BAND.
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The Last Post Song

If any of you have ever been to a military funeral
in which The Last Post was played; This brings out a new
meaning of it.

But, do you know the story behind the song?

If not, I think you will be interested to find out about its
humble beginnings.

During the night, Captain EllRhbe
heard the moans of a soldier who lay severely
wounded on the field. Not knowing if it
was a Union or Confederate soldier,
the Captain decided to risk his life
and bring the stricken man back for
medical attention. Crawling on
his stomach through the gunfire,
the Captain reached the stricken
soldier and began pulling him
toward his encampment.

When the Captain
finally reached his own lines,
he discovered it was actually
a Confederate soldier, but the
soldier was dead.

The Captain lit a
lantern and suddenly caught ‘
his breath and went numb u
with shock. In the dim
light, he saw the face of the
soldier. It was his own son.
The boy had been studying
music in the South when
the war broke out. Without
telling his father, the boy
enlisted in the Confederate
Army.

The following
morning, heartbroken, the
father asked permission of
his superiors to give his son a
full military burial, despite his
enemy status. His request was
only partially granted.

The Captain had asked
if he could have a group of Army
band members play a funeral
dirge for his son at the funeral.

The request was turned
down since the soldier was a
Confederate.

But, out of respect for the
father, they did say they could give him
only one musician.

The Captain chose a bugler. He
asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes

\

he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead
youth's uniform.
This wish was granted.

The haunting melody, we now know as '"The Last
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Bincom Technologies (pvt) Limited, one of
growing mobile partners in Sri Lanka with their head off
at Gall road, Dehiwala recently donated an LCD TV wo
Rs. 50,000/= to the Regimental Centre Sri Lanka Li
Infantry, Panagoda.

Mr. Kanishka Madusanka, the Director "BinC
Technologies" handed over the valuable gift to the Sri La
Light Infantry in a brief meeting he had with the Regime
Adjutant SLLI Major KA Pushpakumara RSP SLLI at
Regimental Headquarters SLLI premises.

The Regimental Adjutant represented of the Ce
Commandant SLLI Colonel KJ Jayaweera RSP S
and Colonel of the Regiment SLLI Major General R
Ratnayake RWP RSP USP ndu psc and acknowledged
valuable gift.

Courtesy : www.sll
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