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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE the Voice of Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment is now firmly established. It has reached maturity. This is the
61st issue. This quarterly is for Members of the SLLI, their families,
Ex-Servicemen of SLLI, and as a whole for the entire Army. It will be
extended even to all Sri Lankans.
We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined
efforts. Everyone has his contribution to make, and every contribution
is most welcome in any language (Sinhalese, Tamil and English). What
is valued is our making the attempt, and then we can surely do our bit.
Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and fears
though “THE WHITE HACKLE’, the journal of the oldest and proudest
Regiment of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion’s
experience go ahead and write in to “THE WHITE HACKLE’ We are
E WHITE MGKLE willing to accept and use what if of a standard, like sketches cartoons
1 stories and poems, whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.
Our Motto is “ Ich Dien”, * I Serve”. Let “White Hackle’ be a
SRI LANKA way to serve each other, our regiment and our country with our banner

flying high as it always will.
LIGHT INFANTRY MAGAZINE

Wishing you all the very best.

Editor
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MAJ GEN HY ATHUKORALE vsvs:aiv The White Hackle is pubhshed quarterly under thF-‘
(Rtd — Reg Force )

BRIG AER ABEYSINGHE supgrvision 'of :che Regl'mental Centre colm'mandant t‘o provide ’the
(Red - Vol Force) Regiment with 11_1f0rmat1c_m_ on peopi_e, policies, operatl_ons, techn_lcal
developments, views, opinions and ideas about the Sri Lanka Light
Infantry. Manuscripts of interest to the Regiment are invited. Direct
Communication is authorized. The White Hackle, Regimental Centre,
Army Cantonment, Panagoda, Homagama. Phone 0112855204 or
0112855356-60 Extn,57380 or 57404. Individual paid subscriptions
are available through the Regimental Adjutant, Sri Lanka Light
Infantry. Publication of this periodical is authorized by the Dte, Of PA
Army HQ CBO by letter No, A/275/27 of 16 Mar, ‘94. Use of funds
for printing of this Publication has been approved by the Regimental
Commander on 30th Aug 1993 at the Regimental Conference held at
Welioya.
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aﬁmﬁ ca gao 6®IOD 8@) BTOR
IN HONOUR OF THOSE KILLED IN ACTION

1983 dmod B0 8568 Ofc mOE cdxcdA ED grme Geo® DoGio MBS HO 0macd goben Decen
fnfic gocs MBocdam 1999 st axecd B0 candd ooy caw oged o6 cemoy cled.

2897 S/178T17 L/Cpl Indrajith KDAP 15 SLLI Welioya 3/29/2008
2898 S/310156 L/Cpl Bodipala J 12 SLLI Welioya 3/29/2008
2899 S/M1T8T21 L/Cpl Priyalal PTJ 15 SLLI Janakapura 3/29/2008
2900 5/179216 L/ICpl  Anura Kumara WMP 12 SLLI Gen:Hosp : CBO 3/30/2008
2901 S/310612 Sgt Rathnapala KLC 15 SLLI Janakapura 3/30/2008
2902 S5/181463 L/Cpl  Fernando BIP 7 SLL Gen:Hosp: ANP 3/30/2008
2903 S5/314478 Sgt Kumara KJP 10 SLLI Wauniyawa 4/1/2008
2904 5/319499 L/Cpl  Muthtettuwa MGARK 7 SLLI Wauniyawa 02/04/2008
2905 5/319485 LiCpl  Gunathilaka PANM 7sLL Wauniyawa 02/04/2008
2906 S/308279 Sgt Suriyabandara SMHM 15 SLLI Janakapura 03/04/2008
2907 S/181597 L/Cpl  Satharasingha SASS 10 SLLI Maranamadu 06/04/2008
2908 S/319501 LiCpl  Karunarathna KSL 75LL Pandirichchan 09/04/2008
2909 S/31B222 L/Cpl Priyadarshena WCS 7 SLLI Madupalli 12/04/2008
2910 S/M76647 L/Cpl  Rathnadira KT 12 SLLI Kiri Ebban Wewa 14/04/2008
= : 2911 SM70411 L/Cpl  Wijerathna DDL 12 SLLI Kiri Ebban Wewa 15/04/2008
Lol 2912 S/314944 cpl Darshena SKK 15 SLLI Janakapura 15/04/2008
\* o = 2913 5/33195 LICpl Pallewatta PJTS 16(V) SLLI Palampiddi 16/04/2008

./

A
S
2
2914  S/165590 L/Cpl  Dissanayaka MG 12 SLLI Kiri Ebbana Wewa  17/04/2008
% %3 2915 S/184619 L/Cpl Udayasiri WGC 12 SLLI Kiri Ebbana Wewa  17/04/2008
) 2916 S/184513 L/Cpl Jayalath JMTRK 12 SLLI Kiri Ebbana Wewa  18/04/2008
‘$ i3> 2917  S/315043 Sgt Ranaweera PGS 11 SLLI Mullikulam 20/04/2008
s 2918 S/164662 Cpl Gunasinghe UDLF 12 SLLI Kiri Ebbana Wewa  20/04/2008
\'* 2919 5/303660 Cpl Abesinghe AMAK 1SLU Muhamalei 22/04/2008
2920 S/217156 Sgt Wickramarathana AA 1 SLLI Muhamalei 22/04/2008
% 2921 S/317110 L/Cpl  Dissanayaka MG 1SLL Army Hosp: Palaly  23/04/2008
2922 5/317985 L/ICpl  Wickramatunga WN 4 5LLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
5 2923 S/316672 Cpl! Atula Kumara MS 1SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
* 2924 S/318075 Cpl Abekon AMSK 1SLL Muhamalei 23/04/2008
) 2925 S/319893 L/Cpl Rathnasuriya RISK 1 SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
el 2926 S/315212 L/Cpl  Kirthisiri IDR 1SLL Muhamalei 23/04/2008
2927 S/315196 L/ICpl  Sisira Kumara SM 1 SLLI Muhamalel 23/04/2008
‘* 2928 S/318766 Cpl Wasantha Kumara AM 1 SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
E 2929 S/315242 Cpl Jayaweera UM 1 SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
w 2930 S/315945 LiCpl Gunawardena MKASW 1 SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
2931 S/315%03 L/ICpl  Sarath Premachandra MG 1SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
2932 S/315660 L/iCpl Prasanna SHA 4 SLLI Muhamalei 23/04/2008
'K 2933 S/M67789 L/Cpl Sampath HMS 12 SLLI Kiri Ebbana Wewa  23/04/2008
2934 51165474 L/iCpl  Wijesiri WMSN 1 SLLI Gen:Hosp: CBO 26/04/2008
1 2935 S/318514 Cpl Rathna Kumara RKDP 8 SLLI P: P: Kulam 28/04/2008
: 2036 S/315311 Cpl Anura P 8 SLLI P: P: Kulam 30/04/2008 g Q'/’
K 2937 S/306008 LiCpl Pushpakumara GGA 7 SLLI Panni Erichchan 02/05/2008 Gl ";f}?
2938 S5/186077 L/Cpl  Wijerathna WMBL 12 SLLI Welioya 03/05/2008
# 2939  S/318310 L/Cpl  Dissanayaka PMS 8SLLI Palampiddi 09/05/2008
2940 S/172651 L/Cpl  Ekanayaka ENMN 8 SLLI Palampiddi 09/05/2008
. 2941  S/319675 L/ICpl  Deshapriya NLS 11 SLLI Mullikulam 11/05/2008
* S/309183 S/Sgt  Werasinha DRSS 7 SLLI Gen: Hosp: CBO 13/05/2008
S5/317522 L/Cpl Kumarasinha D 15 SLLI Janakapura 15/05/2008
* S/319662 L/ICpl  Ajith Kumara HM 11 SLLI Mullikulam 18/05/2008
5/319708 LiCpl Dissanayaka DMDSB 11 SLLI Mullikulam 18/05/2008
—ﬁ S/306644 Sgt Rathnayaka RM 15 SLLI Janakapura 18/05/2008
L
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THE WORLD SNIPING RIFLES

Contd. from 60" Issue

As with all armies, once private enterprise was
shown to be profitable, it became institutionalised and
official snipers were selected, sniping schools were
begun, better rifles with better sights were provided
and sniping became a commonplace fact of life on
every front. Men vied for job, for it gave them a far
more independent life than simply standing in a trench
waiting for the next attack or performing fatigues.
The sniper, to a large

Front, however, and both sides had snipers working
hard by 1942. The Americans encountered Japanese
snipers in their island - hopping campaign in the south
pacific and soon developed their own sniping capability
in order to counter the threat.

Generally speaking, the sniping rifles of World
War |l were the service rifles, carefully selected for
accuracy and provided with telescope sights. The

British stuck to their Lee-

degree, selected his
own positions, went
and came as he chose,
and provided he was
effective tended to be

Enfield, plus a number of
pattern 14 rifles specially
adapted for  sniping
during World War 1 and
brought back into service.

left alone to get on
with it. But not every
volunteer proved to be a success at this trade, it takes
a special type of soldier to lie still and silent for hours,
then fire a single shot, and continue to lie still and silent
so as not to reveal his position by moving away. He
also needed a certain amount of imagination so as not
to immediately occupy the obvious bell tower or lone
tree which would be

The German Arry's standard sniping riffe in Worfd W f was this Mauser Kar 58k

The Germans used their
stock "Mauser Kar", 98k,
the Russians their stock "Mosin—Nagant' 1891/30, both
with the addition of telescopes, but the Russians also
pioneered the use of a self-loading sniping rifle which
did away with the often fatal movement of the sniper's
hand and arm as he reloaded. The American army
adopted the Garand semi-automatic in some cases, but
the general preference

the focus of machine
gun fire as soon as
any sniper opened
fire. He needed a
great deal of field craft

was for the Springfield
MI 903, a special sniping
version being developed.

World War Two
saw a great deal of

Mosin-Nagant Model 1891130,

able to move without
it attracting attention
and conceal himself effectively, to understand the
play of light and shade across the country, to estimate
range and deflection.

After the war sniping became an almost forgotten
skill, it was perhaps perpetuated in infantry schools,
but the general line infantry was short of men and

and Gountry lore to be Although the Saviet Arny used some somi-avtematie rifles lor sniping, mest of their snipers relied on this bolt-action

technical and scientific
innovation, and among
this was the adoption
of infra -red technology to permit locating targets in
darkness. This was first thought of as a method of
detecting aircraft, but the discovery of radar soon put
infra-red out of business on that front. The Germans
then developed it as a coast-watching device,
with considerable success, and from there, as the

whilst it may have had
room for a company
sniper on the formal
war  Establishments
he was rarely
seen on the peace
Establishments. As a

technology improved
and the  equipment
became more compact
and reliable, as a night-
driving aid. Then came an
infrared spotlight and an
infrared telescope which
could both be attached

consequence, when l_

out in 1939 there was

a shortage of snipers in every army. As things turned
outthere was not much scope for snipe in the first years
of the war, the confrontation of the Allied and German
armies across the French frontier was conducted on a
'live and let live' basis, and when the Blitzkrieg struck
in May 1940 events moved far too quickly for snipers
to be tactically effective. Similarly the North African
desert gave very little scope for sniping, and it was
not until 1944, with the invasion of Europe, that the
British found any scope for snipers. The Germans and
Russians had found plenty of scope on the Eastern

¥R 2 P ANE D AN T ANR g F LA AN g Fd b

SR TR S up 00 meo w0 0 BRI

W0r|d War TWU bl'oke O of the first of the . 50 specialist sniping rifles was this Model 500 from Research Armamerts Industries of the USA

to a rifle and, powered by
a set of batteries carried
in the man's pack, allowed shooting with accuracy
out to about 200 yards in pitch darkness. Similar
development work had been done in Britain and the
USA which resulted in British night-driving equipment
and an American infra-red spotlight and telescope for
night sniping. The latter equipment saw some use in
the South Pacific theatre, but it was really more in the
nature of an extended field trial than a practical aid to
sniping. And it became apparent that with the range
limited to 200 yards or so (by the power available from
a set of heavy batteries) it was more in the nature of a
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night sentry's device than a sniper's
tool.

Sniping had its next outing in
the Korean War, for this war there
were still plenty of soldiers in the
British and US armies with practical
experience of sniping, and once
the war settled down into the static
phase around the 38" parallel,
sniping came into its own, though
the equipment was still the same
as that used in the 1939-45 war.
There is a story told of an officer in
the commonwealth Division of the
British Army who acquired fired a
50 Browning machine gun barrel,
had a suitable bolt action and stock
fitted by a Japanese gunsmith, and
personal sniping tool. He was not
popular with either side, them for
being somewhat more than usually
dangerous, and us for attracting
retaliatory mortar fire.

Sniping then lay dormant, in
the absence of any major conflict,
for several years. But in the 1970s it suddenly began
to atiract a wider audience. This was the time of the
terrorist, the hostage-taker, the hijacker and similar
people. And when peaceful methods failed, it was soon
seen that the solution lay in a sniper capable of taking
action against the individual terrorist at long range and

with surgical precision. Police and counter-terrorist

The German ‘Vampir’ infra-red night sight
being tested by a British soldier in 1945.
Note the size of the back-pack which
contained batteries for the I’ searchlight
and compressed gas for cooling the IR
detector in the sight unit.

was still generally accepted as

Gospel that no semi-automatic

rifle could ever be as accurate

as a boltaction weapon, and
nobody outside the USSR
would entertain such an idea.

The soviet Army had adopted

{ the Dragunov in 1963, though

{ this was not widely known in

the west, and even then such

i knowledge would not have been

¥| accepted as a testimonial for

the semi—~automatic principle.

WES  The boltaction reigned supreme.

3 But during the 1980s improved

semi-automatic rifles went into

general service, and sniping
versions began to appear.

By the late 1990s there
is less resistance to the semi-
automatic in the sniping role,,
but it takes an exceptional one
to win a military contract, the bolt
action is still dominant.The other question which the
1975 - 90 period brought to the fore was the question
of caliber and cartridge. Service ammunition is built
to a specification, and the accuracy element of that
specification is somewhat below the standard which a
sniper has the right to expect, and some manufacturers

have said * Never mind what

forces thus began to appreciate the value of a trained
marksman with a precision rifle, and rifie manufacturers
were not slow to see the potential market.

Things now became technically interesting, in
spite of various German and Russian semi-automatic
rifles used for sniping in 1941 - 45, in the 1970s it

the service standard is, our
rifle is optimized to work with
243 Winchester (or some
other cartridge) and that is our
recommendation.

The pages which follow
exhibit the state of art as it
stands in 1997, with details of
sniping rifles in use around the
world or which are currently
being offered to the military
and security markets. Most of
these rifles are in production, a
feware nolonger produced, but
remain in service and are likely
to do so for some considerable
time, since sniping rifles are
slow to wear out. There are
also pages of information on
sighting systems and similar
matters, since without sighting
and target acquisition, even
the best sniping rifle is at a
disadvantage.

(Resources - Greenhill Books - London)
Lt Col. MGANB MAHATHUWAKKARA SLLI

Commanding officer
2 RFT - SLLI
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s % m FEDERAL COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD

“Having or relating to a system of government
in which several states form a unity but remain
independent in internal affairs," that’s what Oxford
Dictionary says about the meaning of ‘Federal’.
According to the same dictionary, ‘federate’ means,
“of a member of states organize or organized on a
federal basis”. ‘Federation’ means, “a federal group
of states”. Whatever it is everybody knows that Sri
Lanka is not a federation or a federal state. Nowadays,
in Sri Lanka the word ‘federal’ is a controversial issue,
because the issues related to 13th amendment of the
constitution are been tabled.

The countries such as United Kingdom and Spain
in which the central government has delegated
some of it's powers to self - governing subsidiary
governments, creating a quasi - federation. United
Kingdom is comprised of England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. Spain has 17 autonomous
communities and 2 autonomous cities. In addition
to that there are some countries in which the central
government has delegated some of its powers to
regional governments. It is called regionalized unitary.
Peoples’ Republic of China, Italy, New Zealand and
Philippines are examples. China has 22 provinces, 5
autonomous regions, 4 municipalities and 2 special
administrative regions. There are 20 regions and 5
granted ‘autonomous’ status in Italy. Philippines has
17 regions and 1 autonomous region. New Zealand
has 16 regions. However all the countries above
mentioned are unitary states.

In this world
there are some federacies also. Denmark, Finland,
France, kingdom of the Netherlands, Portugal,
Serbia, Tanzania and Ukraine are very good examples
for that. A federacy is a country in which some sub
states function like states in a federation and others
like states in a unitary state. In Denmark, there are 2
autonomous regions and 5 regions. In Finland there
are 19 regions and 1 autonomous province. France
is with 1 sui generis collectivity and 26 regions, 4
collectivites d” outré-merand 1 territorie d’ outré-mer.
There are 2 states and 12 provinces in Netherlands.
In Portugal, there are 2 autonomous regions (Azores
and Madeira) and 18 districts. Significant autonomy
granted to Vojvodina in Serbia. In Tanzania there are
21 mainland regions and 5 regions under autonomous
government of Zanizibar. Ukraine has 24 Oblasts, 2
special-status cities and the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea.

Then let's come to the topic now. According to
Internet there are 26 federal countries in the world.
Among them some are small island states. Federal
governments of these 26 countries share power with
semi - independent regional governments. In many
cases, the central government is (in theory) a creation
of the regional governments. A prime example is the
United States of America. Countries with federal
government in the world are as follows.

(1) Argentina (23 provinces and 1 autonomous city)
2) AUStJ:aIia ( 6 states and 2 territories )

(3) Austria (9 states )

(4) Belgium (3 regions and 3 linguistic communities)

(5) Bosnia and Herzegevma ( Federation of Eosnia;

and He zegovina, Republika Srpska and
_ Dlstm:t) ' '
©)
(7 Canaia _(_1@ pruvincas .and 3 territories )
(8) Comoros ( Anjouan, Grande comore, Moheli )

(9) Ethiopia (9 regions and 3 chartered cities )

(10) Germany ( 16 states)

(11) India ( 28 states and 7 union territories )

(12) Iraq ( Currently 18 governates and 1 region )
(13) Malaysia ( 13 states and 3 federal territories )
(14) Mexico ( 31 states and 1 federal capita territory )
(15) Micronesia ( Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei and Yap )
(16) Nigeria ( 36 states and 1 federal capital territory)

(17) Pakistan (4 provinces and 2 territories )

(19) Papua New Guinea (18 provinces,1 autonomous

region and 1 capital district )

(20) Russia (46 oblasts, 21 republics, 9 krais,
4 autonomous okrugs, 2 federal cities, 1
autonomous oblast)

(21) Saint Kitts and Nevis ( 14 parishes )

(22) South Africa (9 provinces )

(23) Switzerland ( 26 cantons )

(24) United Arab Emirates ( 7 emirates )

(25) United States (50 states, 2 commonwealths, 1
federal district and 14 territories)

(26) Venezuela (23 states, 1 capital district and 1
federal dependency )

Maj Tharindu Weerasinghe SLLI
tharinduweerasinghe@yahoo.com
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