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Light Infantry ® Manuscripts of interest to
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of funds for prnting this publication has
approved by the
Commander on 30th Aug 1993 at the
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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE, the Voice of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment is
now firmly established. It has reached maturity. This is the 43rd Issue.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals achieved.
The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts. Everyone has his
contabution to make, and every contribution is most welcome. What is valued is our
making the attempt, then we can surely do our bit. Express your throughts, ideas,
opinons, and caticisms, hopes and fears through "THE WHITE HACKLE' the journal
of the oldest and proudest Regiment of them all. If you have much to say about your
Battalion's experience go ahead and write in to the 'THE WHITE HACKLE'. We are
willing to accept and use what if of a standard, like sketches, stories and poems, what-

ever comes from your throughts and your pen.

Our Motto is "Ich Dien" "I Serve". Let' WHITE HACKLE' be a way to serve each
other, our regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it always will.

Wishing you all the very best.

Editor in Chief
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THE WHITE HACKLE is for Members
of the SLLI, their families, Ex-Servicemen
of SLLI and as a whole for the entire Army.
It will be extended even to all Sr Lankans.

We invite readers' views. Under 150 words;
A post card will do - and include your name,
rank and address. We will withhold your
name if you so desire and may condense
your views because of space. We cannot
publish or answer every one, but we will
use representative views. Send your letters
to:

Feedback,
The White Hackle,
RHQ SLLI, Army Cantonment,
Panagoda, Homagama.
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Some Lesser-known Ethnic
Communities of Sri Lanka
Part 9
GYPSIES

by Vama Vamadevan

in Tamil were very visible in the 1930s and 40s. They used to live in

their kuppayams (tents) (Tamil: kudarams) and used to visit homes
on their daily rounds. The women are out in the daytime selling trinkets,
talismans or fortune-telling. The men roamed about as snake charmers or
getting monkeys to perform acrobatic fetes and entertain small gatherings
on market days or visiting homes. The monkeys are well trained to obey
orders of the handler and display tricks much to the amusement of the on-
lookers. Children hassle the parents to get these performances displayed
and enjoy it very much. They are always on the move and roam the villages
and small towns in and around their camps.

r I Yhe gypsies also known as Ahikuntakayas in Sinhala and Kurawars

The origin of the gypsies is in India and according to several authorities they
trace their origin to the lower castes of India such as the Rope makers. The
tenth century 1s mentioned as
the time of their Diaspora.
They started drifting in waves
in different directions. Some
went westward to Central
Asia, others through North-
west India, Persia and into
Greece and Eastern Europe.
Rumania became the refuge of
a big group of gypsies and
many Rumanian words have
gypsy origin. In general,

Rumanians are very fond of
music and dancing most of the
leading dancers and musicians
in Rumania are from the
Czjgany or 1zjgani gypsies.

A Gypsy man &womanina
typical tent

The Nazis had a loathing for the  gypsies and it is believed that Hitler’s
henchmen exterminated no less than 50,000 gypsies in their pogroms. It is
estimated there are 12 million gypsies in the world of which 6 or 7 million
now live in Eastern Europe, 2.5 million in Western Europe and some in

North and South America. The lit-
eracy rate among the Gypsies has
been very low until recent times. To
remedy this a European Gypsy Con-
gress was held in Seville, Spain
around 1994 to ameliorate the ap-
palling conditions of the gypsies.
They also aimed to set out a policy
to prevent an upsurge of racism
against them and improve their edu-
cational standards. Over 250 Gyp-
sies immaculately dressed in Suits
and ties attended the meeting.

The European gypsies form a
recognisable ethnic grouping in
Rumania, Hungary and Bulgaria.
They lead their nomadic lives in tents
like their Asian counterparts and are
considered the dirtiest, most cheer-
ful and most musical people in Eu-
rope. The men wear their hair long,
while the women deck themselves
with gay finery. The children are
noted for their good looks. The Eu-
ropean gypsy can be recognised in
Europe by the perpetual smile
they wear all the time among an oth-
erwise glum population.

In many places they were an
unwanted lot, except to avail of their
fortune telling skills. They had a
propensity (or so people thought) for
petty thieving when the occasion
presented itself. This was the main
reason they were disliked and
shunned by the people. There was
also a fear that they figured in
kidnapping of children. But in this
respect they were more maligned
than guilty

The gypsies are usually dressed in
colourful clothing with a profusion of
beads, ear rings, armlets and
bracelets etc. mainly made of silver.
The modemn gypsy earrings worn by

The White Hackle m—=
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fashion buffs are of gypsy origin as
the name suggests. In Tamil areas
they have Tamil names such as
Letchumanan, Ponnan etc. and
females names such as Mariamma,
Valli etc. They visit Hindu temples
and live mostly in the eastern
province. Then there are those who
live in Sinhala areas and have Sinhala
names and visit Buddhist temples.
They adapt themselves to the areas
they live in.

They collect food on their rounds or
buy them out of their meagre
earnings. They have also trained
dogs to catch Iguanas and they fer-
ret out field rats to supplement

very meagre. Cooking utensils,
crude-hunting  equipment, leafmats
and bags containing their clothing are
all what one sees. There will be snake
charms, sacks of grain and some-
times-dried meat. The scene is not
complete with out a brooding hen
and probably a scraggy dog hang-
ing around the encampment. In and
around the house they grow man-
1oc, batala etc. which require the
least amount of attention until the
harvest.

In their encampments they live by a
loose patriarchal federation and the
elder rules over the rest. They have

able 1s the suitor for such a girl. If
there 1s no cross cousin he may have
to remain single~unless he finds an-
other girl in another clan also with-
out a cross cousin. If such a mar-
riage is contracted the man moves
from his clan to his wife’s clan. A
throat let of black beads serves as a
thali. The dowry is a snake or two
in baskets, a donkey, a dog, clothes,
necklace and beads. Affluence is in-
dicated by silver jewellery worn
by women. Divorce is as simple as
the wedding. If a husband wrongs
his wife seriously, the father of the
girl would tear the nuptial thread off
his daughter’s neck and return it to

his erring son-in-law and take his

their menu. Gypsies are also good
at hunting small game and on the
banks of tanks and rivers they do
a bit of fishing.

They camp in low tents made of

palm leaves in open, wind swept,
undulating tracts. The tents are
made of talipot leaves, so much
so that Casinader refers to them
as Talipot Gypsies. Being no-
madic people they move tent ev-
ery oftenin an age-old cycle of
travel. When they moved, they
did so in small caravans, with don-
keys as the beast of burden. John
Still describes their encampments
well ... they were half a dozen
bivouacs built of branches and
talipot palm leaves, so light

that a donkey could carry

Two European Gypsies
from Rumania

daughter away. The husband will
thereafter have no claim on her
children. Re-conciliation is
possible only after a stiff fine on
the exhusband.

Many of the gypsies have bro-
ken from their traditional life style
and have taken jobs as labourers
or obtained lands from Gov-
ernment in colonisation schemes
and lead a sedentary life as peas-
ant colonists. In dress and ways,
many of them have entered the
main stream society. The few
who still cling to their age-old life
style received a shot in the arm
with the development of tourism.
They can be seen at popular tour-
| ist resorts entertaining tourists

enough fo house a family...".
The sound of the flute emanating
from their encampments is enchant-
ing. They make their flutes \ cleverly
from the shell of small gourds and
pipe out plaintive notes that can be
very haunting indeed.

The contents of a gypsy camp which
houses a family of three or four are

man who has a cross cousin invari- e ——————
—— 5 © &) &, BODE Q

a tradition of respect for elders and
resolve their conflicts in open
assembly. Their tents are in clusters
near abandoned tanks normally
pitched in a circular fashion suitable
for communal living.

Their marriage customs confine their
unions to cross cousins. A young

with their age-old art.

C ompded by

Ma; Gen N. Mailawaarachchl\
~ RWPUSPndc pse. -
(DGGS & Condt SLAVF)
(Quoted tpom theAvand ster
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n November 11, 1918 cease fire

agreed by the British & German

forces to end the First World
War. Since 1919 it was called Armistice
Day presently as Remembrance Day.
Fallen & wounded are remembered with
parades & religious ceremonies. 70 mil-
lion were mobilized for the WW1 & about
13 million died.
First Sri Lankan contingent of Volunteers
for active service went in the French ship
named “Ville de la Ciotat”. It was sunk
somewhere in the Mediterranean Sea by
a German submarine. 14 Sri Lankans died
in the sinking on the 24th December 1915.
First Sri Lankan to be killed in action in
WW1 was Lt GCB Loos (3rd Worcester).
He was a son of Mr.FC Loos , Member of
the Legislative Council.
Governor Robert Chalmers’ son Lt Rob-
ert Chalmers also died in action. 49 Sri
Lankans died in the WW1. 276 Britons
from Sri Lanka also died fighting at the
front. Altogether 325 from Sri Lanka sac-
rificed their lives.
Lord Mac Cauley suggested that Poppy
to be the “Flower of Sacrifice & remem-
brance”. Most of the fighting during the
WW1 was in Flanders. Thousands of
soldiers from both sides died at the
battles were buried in the Flanders. Itis a
part of Belgium, France & Netherlands.
Lt Col John MacCrae a Canadian doctor
wrote the famous poem “we shall not
sleep” or “Flanders fields” in 3rd May
1915 while serving in the front soon after
the battle at Ypres. He was a Professor of
Medicine at McGill University in Canada.
He also had served in the Boer war (South
Africa) as a gunner .The poem was pub-
lished in the “Punch” magazine in 8th
December 1915. It read,

In Flanders fields the Poppies blow,
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing fly,
Scare heard amid the guns below,

We are the dead short days ago,
We lived, felt down saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields

Take up our quarrel with the foe,

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch be yours to hold it high,

If ye break faith with us who die,

We shall not sleep though Poppies grow,
In Flanders’ fields.

Col McCrae was wounded & died in
France. On each Remembrance day The
British Legion lays a wreath on his grave-
a tribute to a great man whose thoughls
were always for others.

During the WW1 in USA an American
lady Miss Moira Michael who was work-

ing in the YMCA wrote the reply & to
keep the faith with those who died started
wearing a Poppy. She started wearing the

Poppy to keep the faith on the 9 * of No-
vember 1918 two days before the Armi-
stice was signed. Later she sold Poppies
& initiated a fund for families of soldiers
killed in the war. Since then the Red Poppy

was considered as the symbol of remem-
brance for those who sacrificed their lives

in Wars.
Her reply was....

We shall keep the faith by Moira Michael 1

Oh you who sleep in Flanders fet‘dﬁ" :
Sleep sweel - to rise a anew,
We caught the torch you threw,
And holding high we kept
The faith with those who died,
We cherish too, the Poppv Red,

It seems to si gna! to the sk;e.g
That blood of Heroes never dres,._.:
But lends a luster to the red,
Of the flower thar bioams abom-'--
dead, :

In Ffanders fefds

o ————

Then a French Lady Madam Medict
Guerin started making Poppies with silk
cloth & sold them to help French War
widows in 1921.The British Legion
formed in 1919 to foster the interests of
ex-servicemen & their dependents. Field
Marshal Earl Haig who was the first
president of the Legion adopted the
Red Poppy as the emblem which would
“honour the dead & help the living
England Poppy day started inll
vember 1921. ]
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 Pereira

SV Reimers
K Redlich

R ~ Robertson

PC Sirisena

WE Speldewinde

ACK  d'Silva

HEW  Staples CLI

H = Stlohn

@ ~ Stirling.

G = Tussaint

1G de Vos

L -~ de Vos

CW de Vos

HAE  deVosCLI

GIC Van Rooyen

HG Van Sanden CLI

W Whittle

AC  Wijekoon

W Weerakoon

Al Wells

There are two ot hcr names only melmoned
in The Ceylon Light Infantry Roll of
Honour.

R St John CLI
BS Hemachandra CLI

Except for a few, great grand children of
the above dead do not remember them.
They were the youth of our country who
died for a global cause at that time. How
many of us know that one of our great
grand relative had sacrificed his life for a
better world. Are we grateful for them?

I think it is time for some of us whose
relatives died during the WW1 to do a
small research and find out about their
families & how they managed the shock

5 @ D &, EOHEE

of bereavement. Unlike today they did
not go to war to earn money. All of them
were volunteers. The British Empire did
not pay a pension for their Kith & Kin as
they do now. They had a cause though it
is foolish in today’s terms,” to safeguard
the Empire”

They shall grow not old,

As we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them,

Nor the years condemn,

At the going down of the Sun, and in the
Morning,

We shall remember them

(From Laurence Binyon’s poem For the

MDYV Silva

RM Samsudeen
DB Seneviratne
Al Sansoni

FI Schrader
AD Sapideen
HH Saldin

S Thomasz

P Van Twest
JEH Van Hoff
PA Van Geyzel
JG Vandersmagt

WB Wickramaratne

NP de Zoyza
IF de Zilva

E Sheriff Deen
T Sebastianoulle
BI de Sihva

W Sirr

ELS Schrader
AL Shaw

JC Sigsouw

R Tucker

0OC Van Sanden
KD Van Sanden
¥ Vanlangenburg
H Wilson

HE Williams
HR Young
WCde Zylva

Fallen-1869-1943)

The members of the The Ceylon Li_ght

Infantry who volunteered to serve with
the British durina the WW1.

SAL Anthonisz
WA Blake

WG Buultjens
RW Burke

CE Coggins

J de Cruze

HF David

JAS Dias

DI Durham
ES] Evhianghert
IV Fernando
EIW de Fry

WVE Forester

GA Galpin

RD Hemachandra
SStiohn de la Harpe
HP Harrison

CJ de Jong

A Jayawardane
L VSW Jayawardane
8J Janz

VT Koelmeyer
GL Karunaratne
ACB Lockhart
WGD Lawrance
CB Ludowyke

P Moriatv

CF Modder

C Marshall
DHG Munasinghe
H Mellonius

SA Morel

PM Nell

P O’ Neil

AA Perera

BC Perera

FR Perera

RI Perera

BMA Perera
SW Perera

BA Ruston
HDG Simon

BH de Silva

GF Siegerty

EFE Alwis

VC Brind

AA Carthelis
W Crutchley
AM Carver
LM Chapman
PDon

BL Duckworth
AS Eaton

CA Ernest
0D Edward

IV Fruiglniet
BL Guinan

A W Gunasekere
HGD Helsham
C Henricus

IB Stlonklaas
EC Jacotine
RC Janz

A Jones

DA Krause

DI Lourensz
C Ludekens
LD Landsberaer
VIO Moldrich
WK Maartensz
J Michael

W Mamuhewa
A Manuel

V Modder

TP Martin
JH de Niese
MA Peters
BL Perera

GJ Pomoeus
R Prestoniee
H Poulier
DPS Peiris
JK'T Perera

8 Raiaratnam
E Rezel

WR Ratwatte
P South

LHL de Silva
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