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Dear Reader;

The "White Hackle" the journal of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry
is now a reality. The idea mushroomed several months ago. Due
to Operational commitments its implementation hung in the
balanceand was postponed. Time passed by there was suspence
and exitement over the journals debut and now it is atlast on the
shelf.

The objective of the "White Hackel" is to combine the salient
events since 1975 especially after the last recorded history of the
Sri Lanka Light Infantry was publishd and released by Lt. Col.
H.V. Attukorale psc (Now retired Brigadier). The aim of the
journal is to simply unite with closer ties all members of the Sri
Lanka Light Infantry.

lappeal to one and all, from the ten Battalions of the Regiment
and from the Stalwarts of the past, to contribute towards the
success of "White Hackel" by Sending in articles, photographs,
poems or anecdotes of the Light Infantry and its history. The
customs, traditions and pride of the Regiment must be kept in
mind when readers send in their contirbutions. This Journal will
not only create an impact but also regain and cover lost ground
which should spur on the desire in ultimately editing and
publishing the History of the Regiment after 1975, thereby
fulfilling the traditions initiated by Captain Oscar M Abeyratna
and Brig. HV Attukorale VSV psc FBIM. The post 1975 era will
cover the anti Janatha Vimukti Peramuna (JVP) Operations and
the full scale war against the Tamil Terrorists. The "White
Hackle" willalso contain articles on History, Morale, Leadership,
Operations, Training, Ceremonies Welfare and Sports.

While inviting you tomarch forward confidently towards the
future with the 'White Hackle" readers are invited to send in
their comments, praises, Criticism and observations. This will
improve the Journal and be its Guiding Light"
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MY DEAR DAD

1 can remember the day that my mother told me about my
loving father whom I had hardly seen.

Butl always believed that you weremy loving father because
you are very much different to others.

I have very little memmories of you my dear Dad because you
didn't live with us long.

The days I can remember my mother took me to the school
and came back to take me home.

Butmy friends they came with their Dad's to school and went
back with their mums which I didn't understand.

They talk about their Dads in the class room they write pages
and pages about their Dads.

Sorry my dear Dad [ wasn't able to write about you because
I do not know you very much.

Twinkle twinkle little stars my favourite song that teacher
taught me which I sing every morning and night.

I like that song very much because my mother showed those
lovely twinkle stars which were on your uniform.

You come home after very long spells to spend with us but
only 7 days leave.

I can remember how happy we were when you came. I talk
about you to all of my friends. You are our hero.

ButIdon't know why you disappeared suddenly leaving my
Mum and me in the lonely home.

Canyou remember the tears rolling downmyMumsbeautiful
cheeks when you left for the warfront.

[ like to walk on the Galle Face Green with my dear Mum and
You like my friends do on evenings.

But my dear father you didn't give me a chance to take your
hand and to run along with you on that green.

One day I asked mum why you don't come to see us. Mum
didn't talk but tears ran down her cheeks.

Youhave left my dear mum and me for ever, leaving my dear
mum and me in this misserable world.

One day I remember how you were carried away, by your
own colleagues from out little home.

They buried you with sounds of gunfire at sunset. I am angry
with all of them but I couldn't stop them. I am small,

I can remember how my mother wept with me. But my dear
dad you were silent and still.

We were crying for one whole day at the place you were
buried in the lonely cemetery

Your soul was taken by God into heaven. You will not come
again to see my mum and me.

My dear father may you rest in peace in heaven but please
come again to see me and mum. Please Dad.

Your loving son
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HONOUR, COUNTRY

Dear Soldier,

All of us fighting men of the Armed
Services, have been trained and moulded
in the style and system of Conventional
Warfare. The whole ruddy lot of us, for
instance have been put through our paces
at Initial training, as well as at Unit,
Advanced, Specialised, Refresher and
other training - with little or no change in
the objectives of conventional warfare.

You will remembr that from those far
off days, our basic training has, more or
less been based on War Office Coes and
other similar British pamphlets. In
Weapon training we moved from
‘Stripping and Cleaning' to Advanced
Handling, to Run-Downshotsattherange,
and to Field Firing, without even for a
moment straying away from the
pamphlet. Similarly, in Fieldcraft we
devoutlybeganwith "Why things areseen’
and progressed faithfully through the
W.0. Cod to Concealment in the Field.
Also, using the Manual of Map Reading
as our navigational bible, we graduated
from Mapcraft toMap Setting and Position
Finding, to Field Shetching, and to Air
Photo Reading,.

And ofcourse all the while Soldier, we
thumped the Parade Square where
discpline was drilled into us untill they
were satisfied that we would always obey
our superiors' orders, promptly and
without question, irrespective of whether
it came from a Brigadier or from a
Corporal, and whether we had to carry
out orders under pressure in the face of
the enemy.

Yes Solier, all that training and
disciplinehad beengiven tous tomakeus
efficient combatants whether within a
Section,aPlatoonaCompany or a Battallion
- fighting in the style and of conventional
warfare, with the objective of denying to
an end territory whenever he has designs
on it, and of finally repulsing an attack
with such force and aggressiveness, that
hewould be disttaded from having further
designs on our territory.

And Soldier, what of our enemy? You
will remember that according to our
training, he too was expected to fightin the
style and system of conventional warfare.
We were warned that he may alter his
methods or change tactics to take us by
surprise - but all those, were within the
rules and principles of conventional
warfare.

8

But Soldier, you have observed that the
enemywe facetoday donotfit that pattern.
Hedoesnotfightaccording tothe principles
and rulesof conventional warfare. Hisstyle
is not that of the Regular soldier we were
trained toexpect as our enemy. Instead, his
is very much the manner and fashion of the
Irregular fighter - the one whose tactics are
essentially Ambushes, Hit and Run,
Surprise attacks from the Rear and on our
Flanks, Night Attacks, Sabotage and such.

Yet Soldier we connot really say that
style of the Irregular is entirely stange to
us. Youwill recall thatin Infantry training,
we ourselves have gone through all types
of Ambush and Anti Ambust drills,
Sabotage and other Irregular warfare
methods, of course within the farmework
of conventional warfare - like for instance
operations behind enemy lines. And of
course, such training constituted only a
small part of our full training.

What do we really face today Soldier?
You may perhaps say that it is something

totally different, something that lacks the -

honourand ignity of conventional warfare
-something that could evenbe thought of
as mean and cowardly. And what does it
do to us? It makes us very angry. Our
automatic impluse is to hit back and to
destroy him. But he does not remain to be
hit or to be destroyed, for he is trained to
strike as hard as he could, and then
disappear. And that makes us even more
angry - with the result that we'want to hit
back at anyone and everyone; and to
smash anything and everything around.
But Solier, that is a very bad thing indeed
because, that exactly iswhat our Irregular
enemy wants us to do so that he could
justify his fight: so that he can convert
more people to his cause; and so that he
could win over and retain the sympathy
and support of foreigners untill he has
achieved his aim - which in this case is
Eelam or a Separate State.

So what must we do Soldier? We have
to restrain ourselves and to control
ourselves, We have to use the discipline
that was instilled into us to its full, and
should we find thatinadequate in the face
of Irregular tactics, we must then find a
way tobuild inus,adisciplineeven greater
than that wich has been instillied into us.
But how do we do that, Soldier? Let us
however, before we get on to how we

. could doit, firstbriefly examine this thing

called Irregular warfare.

Guerrilla warefare in Spanish means
"Small ar'. The object of Irregular fighting
may be to overthrow governments or to
seek independent Statehood.

Irregular warfare is sometimes
described as an Intermediate state
between tranquility and conventional
war. In other words Irregulars plan to
buil themselves, oftenin locations outside
their Operational areas, into regular
conventional troops he will engage us in
combat with the aim of defeating us, and
thus achieving their Separate State. Till
then, they will, using Irregular tactics,
attempt to ware us down, to demoralise us
and to snuff the fight out of us. And that
Soldier iswhy we must continue to trainin
the style and system of conventional
warfare, so that enventually when the
decisivebattles are fought, We will prevail.

The Irregulars of Greece - after the
Second World War, operated from Albania,
Bulgariaand Yugoslavia, towhich they fell
back whenever hardpressed, only torecross
at some other place.

To Irregulars it is a warfare with no
defined lines, and irregularityis their trade
mark. They need broad expanse ofterrain,
sufficiently broken and difficult - to give
security to their bases: to cloak their
operations; and to discourage continued
pursuit.

Irregularsmusthaveatleast the passive
support of the people. They are
ocassionally compared to fish, with the
people constituting the water. Without
the people's support -or without the water
- the fish will surely die. But with much
support from the people - even passive
support - the fish will certainly thrive.
And that Soldier is why we must not do
anything to antagonize the people.

Irregular attacks are generally carried
out by thorough, independent fighters,
quite accustomed to hardship. They do
have some design of organisation and
discipline, and they do need logistic
support.

They seek professional leadership and
advice - even from Regulars which is
infact quite important to them.

With experience, Irregulars find
refinements to their methods while their
basic tactics remain the same. Being
Irregulars, they are ofcourse too loosely

knit and widespread for concentrated

effort.
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The effectiveness of Irregulars depend
on theirinherent talents, their speed, their
mobility, their endurance, their
independentarteriesufsupplies,and their
familiarity with the terrain they operate
m. -

Generally Soldier, lrregulars: carry on
awar of detatchment. The seek to contain
us' they try to modulate our action; they
endeavour to force us to spread out; they
try to interrupt our lines of
communication; they destroy government
buildings, equipment and materials, and
they try to turn the people against us.

So there we are Soldier, facing through
crafty, trained and efficient Irregulars,
who continously seek to knock us off
balance; tomake usantagonise the people;
and to make us loose the will to fight. But
as we saw it earlier; we must not let
ourselves be tilted over, We must find a
way tobuild inus,adisciplineeven greate
than that which has been instilled in us.
Yes Soldier, how do we get about doing
that?

What we need Soldier is something for
us to rally round; something that will
bring out the best in us. And what better
than DUTY, HONOUR, COUNTRY? And
what more effective than the manner in
which that great solier General Douglas
Mac Carthurdescribed itat the West Point
Military Academy, in 1962. Yes. Soldier,
Jets us take those parts of it which best

© suits us today, and then lets repeat them

over and over again, untill we can
confidently, and calmly, and objectively
take on the Irregulars, and then destory
them systematically and completely.

"DUTY, HONOUR,COUNTRY: Those
hallowed words reverently dictate what
you ought to be, what you can be, what
you will be. They are your rallying point
to build courage when courage seems to
fail, to regain faith when thereseems tobe
little cause for faith, to create hope when
hope becomes forlorn.”

“They teach you to be proud and
unbending in honest failure, but humble
and gentle in success; not to substitute
words for actions, not to seek the path of
comfort, but to face the stress and spur of
difficulty and challenge; to learn to stand
up in the storm, but to have compassion
on those who fall; tomaster yourself before
you seek to master others; to have a heart
thatis clean, a goal thatis high; to learn to
laugh, yet never forget how to weep; to
reachintothe future, yet neverneglectthe
past; to be serious, yet never to take
yourself too seriously; to be modest s0
that you will remember the simplicity of
true greatness the open mind of true
wisdom, the meckness of strength.”

"They give you a temperate will, a
quality of imagination, a vigour of
emotions, a freshness of the seep springs
oflife,a temperamental predominance of
courage over timidity, of an apetite for
advantage over love of ease.”

"They create in your heart a sense of
wonder, the unfailing hope of whatnext,

“and the joy and inspiration of life”

"The code which those words
perpetuate embraces the highest moral
law and will stand the test of any ethics or
philosophies ever promulgated for the
upliftment of mankind. Its requirements
are for the things that are right and its
restraints are from the things that are
wrong. The soldier, above all other men,
is required to practice the greatest act of
religious training - sacrifice. In battle,and
in the face of danger and death, he
disclosés thoses attributes, however hard
the incidents for war may be, the soldier
who is called upon to offer and to give his
life for his country is the noblest
development of mankind."”

"You now face anew world, aworld of
change. And through all this welter of
change and development your mission
remains fixed, determined, inviolable. It
is to win our wars. Everyting else in your
professional career isbut corollary to this
vital dedication. All other public purposes,
all other public projects, all other public
needs, great or small, will find others for
their accomplishments; but you are the
ones who are trained to fight.”

"Ours is the profession of arms, the
will to win, the sure knowledge that in
war there is no substitute for vic tOry, that
if you loose, the nation will be destroyed.
The very obsession of your public service
must be DUTY, HONOUR, COUNRY."

"Others will debate controversial
issues, national and international, which
evides mens' minds. But serene, calm,
aloof, you stand as the nation's war
guardian, as its lifeguard from the raging
tides of international conflict, as its
gladiator in the areana of battle.”

"Letcivilian voices argue the merits or
demertis of our processes of government:
Whether our strength is being sapped by
dificit financing indulged in too long, by
power groups grown too arrogant, by
politics grown too corrupt, by crime
growntoo rampant,bymora]e grown too
low by taxes grown too high, by extremists
grown too revelent; w hether our personal
liberties are as thorough and complete as
they should be."

"These great national problems are not
for your professional participation of
military solution. Your guide post stands
out like a tenfold beacon in the night:

DUTY, HONOUR, COUNTRY."

"Youare the leaven that binds together
the entire fabric of our national system of
defence. From your ranks come the great
captains who hold the nations’ destiny in
their hands the moment the war toscin
sounds.”

"The long grey line has never failed us.
Were you to do so, a million ghosts in
olive drab, in brown khaki, in blue and
grey, would rise from their white crosses,
thundering those magic words; DUTY,
HONOUR, COUNTRY."

I Have the Honour to be

Another Soldier, Another Time

Wng Cdr Mark Seneviratne (Rtd)
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