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Publisher - Regimental Centre

Sri Lanka Light Infantry.

The White G){'amgfs is published

quarterly under the supervision of the
Regimental Centre Commandant to
provide the Regimentwith information on
people, policies, operations, technical
developments, views, opinions and ideas
about the Sri Lanka Light Infantry.
¢ Manuscripts of interest to the
Regiment are invited. @ Direct
Communication is authorized to Editor, or
Asst Editor, The White Hackle, Regimental
Centre, Army Cantonment, Panagoda,
Homagama, Phone 855204
or 437073 - 4 Extn. 4340 or 4341.
4 Individual paid subscriptions are
availablethrough the Regimental Adjutant,
Sri Lanka Light Infantry.
¢ Publication of this periodical is
authorized by the Dte of PA, Army HQ
CBO by letter No. A/275/27 of 16 Mar '94.
# Useof fundsfor printing this publication
has been approved by the Regimental
Commander on 30th Aug 1993 at the
Regimental Conference held at Welioya.
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Feedback
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Readers Please Write in

The WHITE HACKLE, the Voice of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment
is now firmly established. It has reathed maturity. This is the Nineteenth

issue.

We should not rest on our laurels. Targets have to be set. Greater goals
achieved. The success of WHITE HACKLE depends on combined efforts.
Everyone has his contribution to make, and every contribution is most
welcome. Whatis valued is our making the attempt, then we cansurely doour
bit. Express your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and criticisms, hopes and fears
through “THE WHITE HACKLE’ the journal of the oldest and proudest
Regiment of them all. If you have much to say about your Battalion's
experience go ahead and write in to the ‘'WHITE HACKLE', We are willing
to accept and use what is of a standard, like sketches, stories and poems,
whatever comes from your thoughts and your pen.

QOur Mottois"Ich Dien", “I Serve". Let'WHITE HACKLE' be a way toserve
each other, our regiment and our country with our banner flying high as it

always will.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year '99 and Compliments of the Season.

Editor in Chief
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THE WHITE HACKLE s for Members
of the SLLI, their families, Ex-Servicemen
of SLLI and as a whole for the entire
Army. It will be extended even to all Sri
Lankans.

We invite readers’ views. Under 150
words; A post card will do - and include
your name, rank and address. We will
withhold your name if you so desire and
may condense your viewsbecauseof space.
We cannot publish or answer every
one, but we will use representative views.
Send your letters to:

Feedback,
The White Hackle,
RHQ SLLI, Army Cantonment,
Panagoda, Homagama.

The White HAC)E s
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IN HONOUR OF THOSE WHO DIED IN SERVICE

REGT.NO.
0/50945
5/10859
5/11000
5/11401
S/11467
$/11541
5/11451
5/11637
5/11664
5/11473
5/10942
5/11418
5/11991
5/11715
S/11739
5/11997
5/11729
5/11691
5/11635
5/11689
S/11737
$/11380
5/11392
5/11935
5/3428
5/20283
5/20990
5/12055
5/12296
5/12270
S5/11065
5/11985
5/12182
5/12207
5/11989
5/13089
S/12599
5/12072
5/10963
5/12864
5/12349
5/11360
5/12665
5/20664
5$/11511
5/21530
5/13231

RANK
Lieut
C/Sgt
Sgt
Cpl
L/Cpl
L/Cpl
L/Cpl
L/Cpl
L/Cpl
L/Cpl

NAME

UNIT

APNC De Vaas Gunawardena 1 SLLI

Thilakaratne SA
Perera PG

Perera PG
Karunaratne KD
Amarasinghe 55
Mannampitiya DMAD
Wijesiri AT
Rajathilake SPG
Robert B

Premaratne WA
Dayaratne HP
Jayasekara KH
Weerasinghe HM
Kotalawela KLB
Jayathilake DHA
Rodrigo HAN
Jayantha Kumara GU
Wijesinghe DVR
Dayananda GV
Miththreepala HM
Indrananda LK
Ananda RMA

Silva DAP
Jayasinghe Pathiraja PM
Silva TM
Rathnayake RMM
Ananda PG

Perera AANA
Amitha WMRK
Heenbanda MR
Ekanayake EM
Subaratne DA]
Palipana HMM
Wanasinghe WMR
Wijeratne SN
Wickramasinghe MW
Dharmasiri KLN
Chandradasa AV
Chandrawanse HAD
Pemanath AVD
Mawalagedara SMB
Jayawardena KJAK
Sahabandu D]
Anwardeen TM
Mahindarathna JA
Dayananda MPD

1SLLI
1SLLI
1 SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1 SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1 SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
5(V) SLLI
2(V)SLLI
2(V) SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
1SLLI
3SLLI
3 SLLI
1SLLI
3SLLI
3SLLI
2(V)SLLI
1SLLI
2(V)SLLI
1SLLI

i 18-Apr-86
I~ /"-\f\/ffd

LOCATION DATE
Thirunawely 23-Jul-83
Trincomalee 23-Jul-83
Thirunawely 23-Jul-83

s 23-Jul-83

i 23-Jul-83
TCO 23-Jul-83

b 23-Jul-83

- 23-Jul-83

£ 23-Jul-83
; i 23-Jul-83
Murukandi 19-Jan-85
Murukandi 19-Jan-85
Trincomalee 19-Jan-85

> 19-Jan-85 ’

o 19-Jan-85
Trincomalee 19-Jan-85 :
Trincomalee 19-Jan-85
Murukandi 19-Jan-85 5

o 19-Jan-85

e 19-Jan-85

i 19-Jan-85
Ariyalai 29-Apr-85
Murukandi 29-Apr-85
Kokavil 09-May-85
Kokavil 09-May-85
Punani 04-Sep-85
Punani 04-Sep-85 .
Wakarai 06-Nov-85

= 06-Nov-85

i 06-Nov-85
Dehiwatte 03-Dec-85

i 03-Dec-85

" 03-Dec-85

7 03-Dec-85

a 18-Dec-85

5 17-Jan-86 >

L 17-Jan-86 .

o 17-Jan-86
Serunuwara 18-Feb-86

. Serunuwara 18-Feb-86

» 19-Feb-86
Dehiwatte 19-Feb-86
Kattaparichchan ~ 10-Mar-86
Wakaneri 05-Apr-86
Punani 15-Apr-86
Wakaneri 15-Apr-86

The White Haclkle




REGT.NO. RANK UNIT LOCATION
5/11230 Danapala M 3SLLI Kattaparichchan

29-Apr-86

49 5/12400 L/Cpl Ashoka Hemantha LMA 3 SLLI Kattaparicichan ~ 29-Apr-86
50 S/21541 L/Cpl Jayarathna PPM 2(V)SLLI  Wakaneri 07-May-86
51 S/12084 L/Cpl Kumara]DAS 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
52 §/13924 L/Cpl Yodasinghe YGA 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
53 §/11847 Cpl Jayalath PVV 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
54 S5/11454  Sgt Nimalsiri S 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
55 S/12813 L/Cpl Shelton N 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
56 S§/12357 L/Cpl Kiriella GN 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
57 S§/12742 L/Cpl Ranjith AAK 3 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
58 §/11978 Cpl Jayatissa ED 3 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
59 5/13443 L/Cpl Daramadasa DH 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
60 S/13446 L/Cpl Palitha SR 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
61 S5/10754 WOII Jayathilaka Banda TM 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
62 §/12192 L/Cpl Hettiarachchi HNN 3 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
63 S/12425 L/Cpl Karunarathna DR 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86 %
64 S5/12232 L/Cpl Shantha KDJUW 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
65 S/11956 L/Cpl Jayarathna K 8 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
66 S/11736  Sgt Sunil DP 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
67 S$/12556 L/Cpl Bandara AG 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86 (]
68 S/11977 Cpl Ranjith D 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
69 5/12946 L/Cpl Wimalsisira HRD 3 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
70 S/11900 Cpl Perera LKR 3SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
71 S5/12452 L/Cpl Dissanayake DMAB 3SLLI Thoopur 30-May-86
72 S5/13461 L/Cpl, Osman]B 3 SLLI Thoppur 30-May-86
73 S/11753  Sgt Perera APD 3SLLI VNA 30-Jul-86
74 5/12903 L/Cpl Sarath Kumara 1SLLI o 09-Aug-86
75 S/11669  Sgt Sarathsiri HA 1SLLI Thiriyaya 09-Aug-86
76 S/13142 L/Cpl Jayaratne BM 1SLLI i 11-Aug-86
77 S/13269 L/Cpl Manamperi WK 1SLLI i 11-Aug-86
78 5/12057 L/Cpl Danapala MAB 1SLLI . 11-Aug-86 '
79 $/13112 L/Cpl Adikari AMS 1SLLI 5 11-Aug-86
} 80 S/11764  Sgt Senanayake AMK 1SLLI Wakarai 11-Aug-86
81 S/11614  Sgt Werake NMMB 3 SLLI Thoppur 19-Sep-86
82 S5/11974 Cpl Ariyathilake KL 3SLLI Thmpalagamuwa 20-Sep-86
83 S5/12934 L/Cpl Pathmasiri PG 3SLLI Monkey Bridge ~ 24-Sep-86
84 5/11567  Sgt Luxman HLK 3 SLLI Monkey Bridge  24-Sep-86
85 5/3232 L/Cpl Anil SM 5(V)SLLI  Irattaperiyakula  25-Sep-86
86 S5/12559  Cpl Ranasinghe U 3SLLI Kattaparichchan = 27-Sep-86
87 5/12220 Cpl Sumanathissa RA 3SLLI Kattaparichchan  28-Sep-86
88 S5/11132 C/Sgt Premawardena HDTA 3SLLI Kattaparichchan  07-Oct-86 .
89 S5/13264 L/Cpl Silva MSS 3SLLI Kattaparichchan  07-Oct-86
90 S/13552 L/Cpl Bandara ABTE 1SLLI = 18-Oct-86
91 S/13959 L/Cpl Santha Kumara HM 1SLLI Sambalthive 22-Oct-86
92 S5/12707 L/Cpl Malwatta MDSKS 3SLLI Mathugama 16-Dec-86
93 5/12328 Cpl Weerasena WM 1SLLI KIRAN 06-Jan-87
94 S/13679 L/Cpl Megasuriya MMSK 3SLLI Mannar 08-Feb-87
95 5/3619 Pte Senarath Bandara EM 5(V)SLLI PALLEKELE 17-Feb-87
9 S/3617  L/Cpl Daya Mendis GA 5(V) SLLI ,, 07-Mar-87
97 5/3515 L/Cpl Wijesiri WG 5(V)SLLI  Avarantalawa 07-Mar-87
98 5/3724 L/Cpl, Karunathilake GA 5(V) SLLI " 07-Mar-87
99 5/3505 L/Cpl Somarathna RM 5(V) SLLI i 07-Mar-87

/\ 100 S/3613 L/Cpl Samel Weerasinghe WM 5(V) SLLI i 07-Mar-87
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HUMOUR IN UNIFORM

During a particular fierce battle in
the North, a young, in-experienced
Artillery officer was called upon to
provide covering fire for an infantry
advance.

His orders to his battery resulted in
their firing in the wrong direction, and
most of the shells landed on the brigade
headquarters at the rear. When the
shelling had stopped, an orderly ran
into the battery office with a message
from the brigadier.

The young officer full of his own
importance said, ‘Read itout, will you?".

The orderly opened the message and
read out in a loud voice, “You are the
most inefficient, stupid, bungling,
incompetent officer in the whole of my
brigade'.

Theofficer glanced round at the office
staff who had heard every word of this
and said hastily, ‘Er, yes, well - have that
de-coded at once, will you !’

a 60

A journalist was visiting the front
linein the North where the war is on full
scale, and an Infantry Captain was
assigned to show him around. From
base headquarters, they trudged upto
the trenches in silence and as they
ducked down into the bunkers, the
Captain whispered, ‘This is the forward
defence line of bunkers’. "How far are
we from the enemy ?” whispered the
journalist. ‘About a mile and a half’ the
Captain whispered in return. ‘A mile
and a half ?’ asked the journalist. ‘Then
what are we whispering for ?’ ' don't
know about you’, replied the officer,
‘but I've got laryngitis’.

o O O

The drill sergeant stopped the squad
of officer cadets and walked over to a
tall, thin young second lieutenant in the
front rank.

‘Excuse me-Sir’, hesaid sarcastically.

‘Everybody seemstobeoutof stepexcept
yourself’. [ just dont know what to do
about it’. ‘Well’, said the young man. ‘I
really think you ought to tell them

sergeant. After all, you are in charge’.

& 0 o

Sentry ‘Halt ! Who goes
there 7

Officer ‘Orderly Officer”.

Sentry ‘Halt ! Who goes
there ?’

Officer T've just told you.
Orderly Officer’,

Sentry ‘Halt ! Who goes
there ?’

Officer ‘What’s the matter
with you, soldier ?
Are you deaf or just
stupid ?’

Sentry ‘I'm sorry, Sir. The

sergeant said that if
anyone whom I
didn’t recognize
came up, | was to
shout ‘Halt ! who
goes there three
times, and then fire’.

-2 - -]

‘We were thebest drilled regiment in
the army’ said one service pensioner to
an Infantry pensioner. ‘"Why when we
presented arms on parade, all you could
hear was ‘Slap-2-3-slap-2-3-slap !’

‘We were pretty good on drill too’,
said his friend. ‘But of course, we were
mainly a fighting unit. When we
presented arms, all you could hear was
Slap-2-3-slap-2-3-slap2-3-jingle.’
‘lingle ?" questioned the first sweat.
‘What was that ?".

‘Medals’ replied the Infantryman.

e oo

The new recruits marched onto the
riflerange and took up their positions at
a range of 1000 yards from the targets.
On the command, they loaded, took
aim, and fired. After a few minutes the

results came through from the markers.
Not one of them had hit the target. The
sergeant instructor moved them upto
500 yards. They fired again and again
not one single hit was registered. He
took them to 300 yards, then to 100
yards and then to 50 yards.

Theresultwasthesame-everysingle
bullet missed the target.

Finally he said, “Alright you lot - fix
bayonets ! It’s our only chance.

Contributed by T.V. Pereira
(Son of ex-C.Q.M.S. Pereira F.A.
‘A’ Coy. 1/C.LL)

LAN I(A'S

(The Sri Lanka' Light
_Infantry) =

From deep down Dondra Head to
the shores of Point Pedro,
We fight our country’s battles on
clear land as in the wild. i
The nation’s admiration, we're the
finest anyone would see
We glory in the title of the
Sri Lanka nght Infantry

Our ﬂags f[utter in the breeze from
dawn to settmg sun, -
We've fought in every place, where
we could take a gun.

In tropical sun and monsoon rains,
in the North and East of this land,
You will always see us on the job,
defendmg our motherland

If the nation ever takes a look at
heaven’s scenes above,

They will find the streets are
guarded by the ‘Light Infantry’ -
now. |

‘In many a strife we've fought for.
life, but never lost our nerve.
Here's health to you and to the
Regiment which we are proud to
serve. i

By T.V. Pereira
{Son of ex-C.Q. M.S. E.A.
Pereira’ A’ Coy. 1/C.L.L)
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LEADERSHIP

Leadership is the process of influencing people to direct
their efforts towards the achievement of particulars.

Leaders were not born but made. It is the nature
(environment) learning process, training ,responsibilities
and experiences.

Rather than NATURE which results in leadership
Qualities.

LEADERSHIP PART OF THE ROLE OF THE
INDIVIDUAL

*To give vision to the group.

* Lead and inspire the group to a cause or a movement.
* Seek co-operation.

* Mobilize resources.

* Give confidence and courage to the members.

* Show zeal and enthusiasm for work.

LEADERSHIP TRAITS

1. Ambition and energy.
2. Desire to lead.

3. Honesty and intergrity.
4. Self-confidence.

5. Intelligence.

6. Job relevant knowledge.

Some traits increase the likelihood of success as a leader,
but none of the traits guarantee success.

LEADERSHIP QUALITIES

1. Highlevel of physicaland nervous energy, conspicuous
drive, more endurance, greater vigour.

2. High enthusiasm.

3.Unfaltering attitudes of frlendlmess,affecnon tolerence
and patience.

Positive attitudes - Positive expectencies and results

4. Sacrifice time, energy, financial resources, or evenstark
physical torture or persecution.

5. Commitment to the programme.

6. Emotional maturity.

CHARACTER PERSONALITY

Honesty Moral Courage

Integrity Determination (Will Power)
Truthfulness Judgement

Loyality Flexibility

Stability Knowledge

Tolerance Accountability

Fairness Initiative

2/Lt K G D A Keerthlrathne'-'
gsal Rt 6ISLLI ”B” Coy
Mankulam.

The Silver Platter

By Natan Alterman

Theearthgrowsstill. Thereddened eye of the heavens
dims slowly out

Over smoke - shrouded boulders.

And a nation stands torn - hearted but breathing

To receive the one miracle

Unlike any other.

Awaiting the ceremony ; they arose to a crescent and
stood, before dawn, draped in celebration and dread.
Then from afar there came forth a youth and a maiden

And slowly towards the nation before them they
tread.

Wearing drab and equipment heavily shod, They
walked up the path

Without even a whisper.

They haven't changed clothes, or used water and
washed the signs of the harsh day and of the night
under fire.

Weary past ending, hermits from repose, and
gleaming with the dew of hebrew youth they in silence
approach and motionless, pause and there’s no way of
knowing if they’re alive or have been shot

Then the nation inquires, in tears and in wonder,

And says : Who are you ? And soft speak the two,

and reply : We are the silver platter

Upon which the Jewish state is handed to you.

So speaking, they fall at the nation’s feet, now their
veil and rest will be recounted in the annals of Israel.

(Translated by Richard Flantz)

(Quoted from the ‘ISRAEL REVIEW’, which is
published by the Embassy of Israel in Singapore)

2/Lt Thanndu Weerasmghe, SLLI

21 SLNG HQ
Mahabernyathenna
9 Dlgana

The White Hackle




2 O 30001 D Gevrw 885 B mds ¢ evwus B (nws Ve cyDIvsIm @8

3600 G ©IDC »F Jvmed BEH IR eI BOROD cded 1881
B B3 11 e0B Fons. @D vy HOPed cog® e2ned, B Bfecd
(¢z3 ¢Bed @101 585 wesdn) 880 e BEem mO0mBHO mes »im
¢ 06 ®EOnTw. e@ems cvded sO8m @@ cwIDBCed ¢o7 gies
@FeeID ewiOcwa.

The first Drill Meeting of the Ceylon Light Infanitry Volunteers took place
on 11 May 1881 ata Temporary Orderly Room and Drill Hall in Baillie Street
(now known as Mudalige Mawatha) in Colombo Fort. Presently the Globe
Hotel occupies this building. '
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On 30 May 1881 the Headquarters moved to a building known as the Seamen's
Hospital near Racket Court where Volunteers held their Drills and Parades. The
Chalmers Granary, opposite the Colombo Fort Railway Station, now stands on the site
which was once the Racket Court. The Seamen's Hospital was an Orphanage run by the
Dutch prior to British Sovereignity. Located in Prlnce Street, ‘Pettah, Colombo, it much
Iater became the Peitah Post Oﬁlce and at present houses the Dutch Museum.
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On 06 August 1905 the Headquarters moved to a disused Jail in Malay

Street Slave Island Colombo. This site now holds buildings and Offices of
the Department of Education, and almost adjoins the Slave Island Police
Station.
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On 20 February 1951, -after the inauguration of the Sri Lanka Army, the:
Headquaners moved to its present permanent home in Baladaksha -
Mawatha, (and eatlier known as Lower Lake Road.) The original building,
once a Royal ArtullefY Officers Mess snll stands mposmg and’ dISIInclIVB
among new additions that have been bullt around it. A
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